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1. Compare the Conservative Party of Macdonald, 1867-1891, to the Liberal Party of Laurier, 1896-1911. How were the two parties alike on the questions of French-English relations, Canada’s relationship with Britain, and trade policy? How did they differ?

2. Analyze the “National Policy” as a strategy for Canadian economic development. In what sense was it “national”? What were its political and economic strengths and weaknesses?

3. Do you see any similarities between Mitch Hepburn, Maurice Duplessis and William Aberhart, the premiers of Ontario, Quebec and Alberta during the 1930s? What would give this sort of man political appeal during a period of economic crisis? 

4. “There was a dualism in Canada‘s foreign policy in the interwar period. On the one hand, Canada struggled for the right to be her own master; on the other hand, having gained that right, she refused to accept international obligations.” Discuss Canada‘s external relations, 1919-39, with this quotation as a starting point.

5. In 1958, John Diefenbaker was awarded the most overwhelming electoral majority in Canadian history, yet very quickly he became an almost pathetic figure, a living caricature. What caused this reversal?

6. Analyze the impact of regionalism on the Canadian federal system between 1878 and 1896. How did this regionalism express itself?

7. A noted historian has commented that Canada between 1867 and 1914 suffered not from a lack of nationalism, but from too much of two mutually exclusive nationalisms. Would you agree with his assessment? Give specific examples.

8. To what extent were the regional, social, and class conflicts of the period 1919- 1921 a product of problems created by the Great War, and to what extent were they conflicts fundamental to Canadian society?

9. Critically analyze the attempts (or lack of attempts) of the Bennett and King governments to solve the problem of depression, 1930-1939.

10. Discuss the negative and positive responses to immigration in early twentieth century Canada. Outline the reasons for these reactions and describe how they were manifested.

11. Discuss the appeal of imperialism in Canada in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Why did it fail to achieve any positive, long term results?

12. How did industrialization affect the lives of the Canadian working class? Assess the varying impact on men, women and children..

13. Why was religion so closely connected to social reform in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries? Did this hinder or help the reformers? How? Why?

14. Was conscription a less divisive issue during World War II than in World War I? Compare the ways in which the federal government handled the issue in the two periods.

15. Why did the 1960s bring an increase in tensions between French and English Canada?

16. Why did the two world wars favour domestic reform in Canada?

17. Why have the native peoples emerged from obscurity since 1960?

18. Why have Canadian political leaders been so preoccupied with constitutional change since 1980?


19. “The women’s suffrage movement was not concerned with the liberation of females but with strengthening and extending their traditional roles.” Do you agree?

20. Explain Canada’s policy towards the aboriginals of the Northwest and the reactions of the native peoples to that policy, 1870-1900.

21. Sir John A. Macdonald may have been “drunk and dishonest” to quote one notable historian, but his leadership and policies were essential to the survival of Canada in its formative period. Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

22. Many terms have been used to describe Louis Riel: visionary, rebel, Father of Confederation, criminal and traitor. Which of these do you feel is the most accurate? Why?

23. “Henri Bourassa was a brilliant critic and fervent nationalist. As a politician he was a complete failure.” Do you think this is a fair comment? Why?

24. Evaluate the career of Pierre Trudeau. Be sure to include an assessment of his economic policies as well as his handling of French-English relations during his tenure as Prime Minister. Was he a successful leader?

25. Account for the rise of the Parti Quebecois in the 1970s. What factors explain its success in 1976? What did the party accomplish once it had gained office?

