Chapter 2: The Early Years of the PRC 1949-57

**In October 1949 Mao proclaimed the People’s Republic of China. “Our nation will never again be insulted. We have stood up.” Mao 
Consolidation of Communist Power 1949-57

How did Mao impose himself on the people of China? 

· Cautious initial steps: public utilities, national capitalists, middle class & expatriate Chinese 

· Structure of PRC
· Imposition of military control: reunification campaigns Tibet, Xinjiang & Guangdong 

· Extending political control: “anti-movements”, terror tactics, mass killings, enforcing conformity, attack on the middle class, Mao’s view of the necessity of violence & registration as a political weapon 

· What did the case of the Gao Gang & Rao Rashi indicate about the nature of terror?

· Mao’s distrust of his colleagues 

· What polices did Mao adopt towards the peasants & landlords?

· Character of the Communist Party rule in the PRC 

· What was the role of the Politburo? 

· How did democratic centralism work under Mao? 

China & The Korean War 1950-53

· How did the PRC, soon after formation, come to be involved in war?

· Stalin’s role 

· What were Mao’s reasons for committing China to the Korean War? 

· China’s contribution to the war 

· Harmful results and benefits to China of involvement

· Impact of the war on the PRC as a nation

The Economy: The First 5 Year Plan 1952-6

· What were the objectives of the 1st 5 Year Plan?

· How far did it achieve its objectives? Provide detailed evidence.

· Plan’s scale of success and Sino-Soviet Agreement 1950 

Hundred Flowers Campaign 1957 

· What was the 100 Flowers Campaign? 

· What were Mao’s motives for launching it? (4 motives) 

· Mao’s reaction to de Stalinisation

· Mao invites criticism – anti rightist movement

· Mao changes direction 

· Overall message and impact? 

Key Debate:  Historian Views 

What were Mao’s’ real motives behind the 100 Flowers campaign?  

· A trick? Genuinely seeking criticism? Simply a muddle?  

· Other arguments? 
