Chapter 4: The Cultural Revolution 1966-76

Prelude to the Cultural Revolution – Power Struggle 1962-66

· What tensions developed between the CCP in this period? (Deng Xiaoping & Liu Shaoqi)

· Cult of Mao – how did Lin Biao help turn Mao into a cult?  Little Red Book & Diary of Lei Feng 

· Wu Han affair – why was the play, The Dismissal of Hai Rui from Office, key to the power struggle? 
· What differences of views within the CCP did the Wu Han Affair reveal? 

· Shanghai Forum & Gang of Four, role of Jiang Qing 

· Packing?  Why was the creation of the CCRG such a significant move? 

The Cultural Revolution 1966-76
Origins & Reasons
· How did the Cultural Revolution develop into a reign of terror? 

· Why was Mao’s Yangzi swim so significant?

· Why was the August rally in 1966 so important in the history of the Cultural Revolution?

· Enlisting the young – Kang Sheng: “We must liberate the little devils. We need more monkeys to disrupt the palace.”
· Attack on the “4 olds” & great rallies 1966

· Mao’s reasons for the Cultural Revolution?  6 reasons 
Attacks & Red Guard Terror 
· Why were Deng & Liu attacked in 1966? “Spearheads of the erroneous line” & “corrective labour” 

· Growing influence of Lin Biao, Jiang Qing & Kang Sheng 

· Why did China’s young people prove so willing to follow Mao’s lead?  Provide quotes. 
· What methods did the Red Guards use to terrify the population?  

· “Decadent tendencies” & “Confucius & Co”         

· What tactics were used to break the will of those arrested?  “Struggle sessions”      

· Evidence of official support for Red Terror  & 5 enemy categories  
· Victimizers & victims, licensed savagery 

· Evidence of the scale of destruction of China’s ancient culture? 

· Attacks on Foreigners & abroad 

· Morals of the Red Guards 

· Trouble in Hong Kong 

Reining in the Red Guards
· Role of PLA in the Cultural Revolution?

· “Up to the Mountains & down to the villages” campaign 1967-72
· How did the experiences of the young in the countryside affect their attitudes towards Mao & the Cultural Revolution? 

· How was the ferocity of the Cultural Revolution maintained after the dispersal of the Red Guards? “Cleansing the class ranks” campaign 1968-71 

Mao’s Responsibility & Turning Point

· How much is Mao to blame for the horrors of the Cultural Revolution? 

· Lin Biao affair? Why a turning point in the Cultural Revolution?  Consequences of Lin Biao’s disgrace? 

· Why did the intensity of the Cultural Revolution lessen after 1972? 

· How did Lin Biao’s fall benefit Zhou Enlai & Deng Xiaoping 

· What does the Cultural Revolution suggest about Mao’s character & personality? 

End of the Mao Era 

· How did the Gang of 4 try to assert their power during Mao’s final days? 

· Mao’s death September 1976 –How did Mao’s death alter the power balance in the PRC? 
