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The destruction of Czechoslovakia, March 1939

SOURCE A

Cartoon by David Low
in the Evening Standard,
30 October 1938. It
shows the concerns of
many following the
Munich agreement.
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“EUROPE CAN LOOK FORWARD TO A
CHRISTMAS OF PEACE”, SAYS HITLER

In March 1939 Hitler took over the remainder of Czechoslovakia.
He ordered his armies to occupy Bohemia and Moravia, two parts
of Czechoslovakia that had been protected by the Munich
agreement. Slovakia became a ‘puppet state’ under German
domination. Czechoslovakia had ceased to exist. On 23 March
Hitler also seized the territory of Memel from Lithuania.

Reactions
Britain and France immediately ended their policy of appeasement

because:
o Hitler had proved that he could not be trusted to keep a promise.

o Chamberlain was furious at Hitler’s betrayal of his trust.

o Hitler's argument that he was bringing Germans into a ‘Greater
Germany’ was no longer justifiable. He was now taking over the
lands of non-Germans.

Britain and France agreed that they had to stop further German
conquests. They both speeded up rearmament and guaranteed to
defend the independence of Poland.

Poland and War

Hitler now turned his attention to Poland. This was to be the
immediate cause of the outbreak of war. He demanded, from the
Poles, the return of Danzig and the Polish Corridor. He ordered his
generals to prepare an invasion. To ensure Mussolini’s support ltaly
and Germany signed the Pact of Steel in which they agreed to help
ecach other in the event of war. Hitler was convinced that Britain
and France would not fight for Poland.




