Life in Mao’s China – Chapter 5

Religion in the PRC 

o Why was religion seen as a threat?

o What measures did the authorities take to suppress religion?

o Examine the photo and caption on page 108. Why were Buddhist monks chosen for special 

attack by the CCP? 

o How was propaganda used to undermine customs and traditions?  

o Key terms: slogan ridden society, ancestor worship & Agit-prop

o Purpose of creating patriotic churches?

o Why was persecution intensified during the Cultural Revolution? 

o How did religion & regionalism overlap in China? 

Status of Women & the Family 

o How did Mao’s personal experience shape his views of women in China?

o Evidence of changes for women 

o How committed to female emancipation were Mao and the CCP?

o How did the marriage reforms affect the status of women? 

o Did women gain or lose from collectivisation?  How did the disadvantages balance the gains? 

o Why were the women particularly vulnerable during the famine? 

o What miseries were the children exposed to by the social disruption? 

o Impact of the Cultural Revolution on women and the family? 

o Major trend in population during the Mao years 

Reshaping Chinese Culture 

o Mao’s understanding of culture 

o Role of force and suppression – “The more brutal, the more revolutionary.”

o What did Mao require of China’s artists?

o What means did Jiang Qing use to carry out Mao’s plans?

o What impact did Jiang have on Chinese culture?

Education & Health 

o How did the CCP tackle literacy?

o Failures in educational policy & reasons for lack of progress

o Health care aims – successes and failures

o Why did the medical profession come under attack?

o Role of the barefoot doctors

Mao’s Prison Camps: The Laogai 

o In theory, what was the purpose of the Laogai? 

o What was the reality of life in the camps? Key stats?

o How did the camps contribute to Chinese industry? 

o How were the lanai used as a means of social & political control?
