A. THE JIANGXI SOVIET LAND REFORM EDICT (1931)
In November 1931 the CCP committee in charge of the Jiangxi Soviet published the following edict on land reform:
 “The peasant struggle launched under the leadership of the proletariat continues to develop and each day rises to new heights. Despite the violent resistance of the imperialists and militarists, the Soviet movement grows and expands. In one area after another the Chinese peasantry, armed and organised in the ranks of the Red Army, casts off the centuries-old yoke of feudal barons and landlords… it confiscates and redistributes the land of these oppressors; it demolishes the feudal order of society, destroys the power of the Guomindang and builds up the workers’ and peasants’ Soviet regime – a regime which will consistently and finally accomplish tasks in the anti-imperialist and agrarian revolutions.
The First All-China Congress of Soviets of Workers’, Peasants’, and Soldiers’ Deputies ratifies the confiscation of the lands of the landlords and of other big private landowners. In order to establish uniform regulations for the confiscation and distribution of land, the Congress… has passed the following agrarian law, which will best secure the solution of the agrarian question.
Article 1
All the lands of the feudal landlords, gentry, militarists and other big private landowners, shall be subject to confiscation without any compensation whatever, irrespective of whether they themselves work their lands or rent them out on lease. The Soviets will distribute the confiscated lands among the poor and middle peasants…
Article 2
The Red Army is the front rank fighter in the defence of the Soviet government and in the overthrow of the rule of imperialism and the government of landlords and capitalists. Therefore, each Red Army man must be given a plot of land, and the Soviet government must see to it that his land is tilled…
Article 4
All the property and lands of all counter-revolutionary organisations and of the military organisations of the White Army, as well as of the active participants in counter-revolution, shall be confiscated. However, exceptions to this rule shall be permitted in the case of poor and middle peasants who have been drawn into the struggle against the Soviets because of their ignorance…
Article 6
All lands belonging to religious institutions or to temples and all other public lands shall be unconditionally delivered into the possession of the peasants by the Soviet government…”
1. What can be said about the JIANXI Soviet?
2. What is the message of this document?
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]What does it disclose about social, political and economical situation of China?
B. MAO ZEDONG ON THE PEASANT REVOLUTION IN HUNAN (1927)
An extract from Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan, written in 1927 by young Chinese Communist Party leader Mao Zedong:
“Many of the hows and whys of the peasant movement are the exact opposite of what the gentry in Hankow and Changsha are saying. I have seen and heard of many strange things of which I had hitherto been unaware. I believe the same is true of many other places, too. All talk directed against the peasant movement must be speedily set right. All the wrong measures taken by the revolutionary authorities concerning the peasant movement must be speedily changed. Only thus can the future of the revolution be benefited. For the present upsurge of the peasant movement is a colossal event.

In a very short time, in China’s central, southern and northern provinces, several hundred million peasants will rise like a mighty storm, like a hurricane, a force so swift and violent that no power, however great, will be able to hold it back. They will smash all the trammels that bind them and rush forward along the road to liberation. They will sweep all the imperialists, warlords, corrupt officials, local tyrants and evil gentry into their graves. Every revolutionary party and every revolutionary comrade will be put to the test, to be accepted or rejected as they decide.

The main targets of attack by the peasants are the local tyrants, the evil gentry and the lawless landlords. But in passing they also hit out against patriarchal ideas and institutions, against the corrupt officials in the cities and against bad practices and customs in the rural areas. In force and momentum the attack is tempestuous; those who bow before it survive and those who resist perish. As a result, the privileges which the feudal landlords enjoyed for thousands of years are being shattered to pieces. Every bit of the dignity and prestige built up by the landlords is being swept into the dust.

With the collapse of the power of the landlords, the peasant associations have now become the sole organs of authority and the popular slogan “all power to the peasant associations” has become a reality. Even trifles such as a quarrel between husband and wife are brought to the peasant association. Nothing can be settled unless someone from the peasant association is present.

There is another section of people who say, “Yes, peasant associations are necessary, but they are going rather too far.” This is the opinion of the middle-of-the-roaders. But what is the actual situation? True, the peasants are in a sense “unruly” in the countryside. Supreme in authority, the peasant association allows the landlord no say and sweeps away his prestige. People swarm into the houses of local tyrants and evil gentry who are against the peasant association, slaughter their pigs and consume their grain. The local tyrants, evil gentry and lawless landlords have themselves driven the peasants to this…

A revolution is not a dinner party, or writing an essay, or painting a picture, or doing embroidery; it cannot be so refined, so leisurely and gentle, so temperate, kind, courteous, restrained and magnanimous. A revolution is an insurrection, an act of violence by which one class overthrows another. A rural revolution is a revolution by which the peasantry overthrows the power of the feudal landlord class. Without using the greatest force, the peasants cannot possibly overthrow the deep-rooted authority of the landlords which has lasted for thousands of years.”
1. Compare and Contrast the two documents
2. Define values and limitations of both documents 
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