Stalin & Stalinism 1924-1941

Chapter 10 pages 246-276

Soviet Culture 

1. What was the place of culture in the SU under Stalin? 

2. Explain Socialist Realism. How did “socialist realism” influence the work & lives of writers & artists?

3. What do the experiences of Alexander Solzhenitsyn & Osip Mandelstam reveal about Stalin?

4. What was the impact of Stalinism on other art forms?

 Theater & Film

 Painting & Sculpture 

 Music 

Stalin’s Cult of Personality

1. How did Stalin establish a cult of personality? Be specific. 

2. Examine the posters on page 252. In what ways do they illustrate the notion of socialist realism?

3. How was state propaganda used to promote Stalinism?

 Image of Stalin promoted

 Worship of Stalin How was the religious tradition of the USSR manipulated to benefit Stalin? 

 Role of Pravda & Schools

 What was the Komsomol? How used to promote Stalinism? Provide a quote. 

4. How popular was Stalin in the Soviet Union?

 Insights of Leon Feuchtwanger (German visitor)?

 Historian Sheila Fitzpatrick’s view?

5. What was the impact of WWII on Stalin’s cult of personality? 

Education 

1. Why was Stalin so determined to reform the Soviet education system?

2. Explain the key features of Stalin’s education system

3. What were the results of the educational reforms? 

4. Was the education system genuinely egalitarian? Explain with evidence.

Consider the role of the Universities and The Soviet Academy of Sciences. 

5. What was the Lysenko Affair & why was it significant? 

Health 

1. How effectively did the SU develop a public health service? Accomplishments? Problems? 

2.What impact did WWII have on health standards? 

Religion 

1. What was the role of religion & the Orthodox Church in Stalinist Russia? 

2. What does the propaganda poster on page 263 reveal? 

3. Explain the suppression of religion in the countryside – challenges & how dealt with?

4. How did WWII impact the church?

Women & the Family

1. Explain Stalin’s reversal of earlier Bolshevik policies regarding women & the family. Why did he make these changes? 

2. How did he reestablish the importance of family?

3. Did women become more emancipated under Stalin? Explain.
 Stalin’s Record up to 1941.

1. Stalin’s record: 

 Accomplishments?

 Negative side of these achievements? 

2. Was Stalin’s Russia a totalitarian system? Explain fully. 

3. What was De-Stalinisation? Why significant? 

4. Was Stalin’s despotism a logical progression from the authoritarian rule of Lenin? Explain.(Include historian views)

5. What was Stalinism? Explain.
