Canadian History 11 Seminar
January 12-19, 2015 
Goal: Working on your own or with a partner, complete an in-depth seminar on an Canadian historical event/individual/theme related to the course. Remember you are teaching the class about a topic they may have little or no knowledge about; therefore you want to be creative, interesting, and well informed. 

Requirements:

· 20 minutes in length (including discussion) for individuals and 40 minutes for partners  **Marks will be deducted if time limit is exceeded or not met 
· Visual aid(s) – power point, video clips, pictures, graphs, handouts, self made movie, skit, etc… 

· Minimum of 2 discussion questions & a typed quiz for every student to check their understanding 
· Works Cited – minimum of 4 sources (you may include the textbook) – to be passed in 

· Pass in evaluation form when presenting

Due Date:  Monday January 12, 2015. Students are expected to come prepared to present with necessary materials.  Do not arrive on the day of  your seminar with last minute work to complete.  

** There will be required progress “check-ins” with me over the next few weeks.  It is imperative you begin your seminar project this week!

Evaluation: Seminars are  roughly worth 15% of your final mark.  See attached rubric. 

Preparing For Your Seminar

Step 1 - Select a Canadian history topic of interest to you. Clear your selection with me before you begin. 
Step 2 – Ask a question(s) about your topic that your presentation will answer.  This will guide your research and provide focus.  I will want to see your research question(s).

Step 3 – Research: you must have a minimum of four sources.  You may use the textbook. All information must be presented in your own words. Plagiarism will result in a mark of 0. 

Step 4 - Prepare your seminar. Include the following:
· Introduction stating the topic of the seminar. Try to make the opening powerful to catch the attention of the audience. Consider using a personal reference, a thoughtful question, a startling statistic, a quotation, or a visual

· Relevant and accurate information to explain your topic.  Include a map of the geographical area you will be discussing, answer the five basic questions of who, what, where, why and when, include the major personalities, and any other interesting information you discover
·  Use visuals to clarify ideas and support your points (power point, video clips, pictures, graphs, handouts, self made movie, skit, etc…) **Be sure to fully explain how your images link to and support your topic. 
· Limit text on posters or slides – use key words only 

· All sources for quotes, statistics, images, and the thoughts of others must be cited correctly on slides, posters, handouts etc…

· Clear and logical organization of ideas

· Conclusion summarizes your main points and leaves the audience with something to think about

· Effective discussion questions.

Step 5 – Bibliography

· Proper format - MLA

· Typed and passed in on the day you present 

· Includes all resources consulted to prepare the presentation and the resources cited throughout presentation 

Step 6 – Present!  

· Show enthusiasm for your topic

· Make eye contact with your audience

· Speak clearly and distinctly. Make sure everyone can hear you.  

· Have an outline or brief notes to refer to occasionally, do not read directly from your notes. 
Canadian  History Seminar Rubric

Topic: __________________________________________________

Presenter(s): _____________________________________________

Evaluation 
	Criteria
	Excellent 

5-4.5
	Admirable

4-3.5
	Acceptable

3-2.5
	Needs Improvement or Incomplete

2-0
	Score

	Introduction
	Clearly identifies your topic and outlines main points to be discussed

Very creative and grabs the attention of the audience

	Identifies your topic and outlines main points to be discussed

Perks the interest of the audience
	Your topic is stated, but main points to be discussed are not clear

or

Main points are outlined but topic is not clear 
	Topic is not identified

Main points not clear or outlined 
	

	Content
	Demonstrates expert knowledge with detailed explanations and elaboration

Insightful & evidence of deeper understanding 

Can answer all class questions with elaboration 

	Good understanding of the topic with key facts and some elaboration

At ease with all class questions, more elaboration needed 
	Provides an acceptable overview of the topic- more detail and explanation required 

Uncomfortable with class questions – only able to answer basic questions 
	Needs to show a much better understanding of the topic

Does not fully understand the information and cannot answer questions about the subject 
	        X3

	Your Interest and Enthusiasm
	Passionate and/or enthusiastic about the topic 


	Interest in topic evident 
	Seems somewhat interested in topic 


	No real interest shown 


	

	Organization
	Information presented in a logical and interesting order that is very easy for the audience to follow  

Presentation flows very smoothly – evidence of much prior planning 


	Information is presented in a fairly logical and interesting order that the audience can follow

Good flow – evidence of prior planning 
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because it jumps around – a bit confusing 

 Flow of the presentation could be improved 
	Audience cannot understand the presentation as there is no logical order of ideas 

Much more prior planning needed 
	

	Elocution and Volume


	Uses a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of all terms

Audience can hear the presentation 
	Voice is clear and most terms are correctly pronounced 

Audience can hear the presentation 
	Voice is a bit unclear, some terms are incorrectly pronounced, and not all of the audience can hear the presentation 
	Voice is unclear and/or many words are incorrectly pronounced

Speaks too quietly for all students to hear 
	

	Eye Contact
	Student maintains eye contact with audience, rarely returning to notes/slides 
	Student maintains eye contact most of the time. 
	Student occasionally makes eye contact, but reads mostly from notes/slides  
	Student does not make eye contact 
	

	Conclusion


	Strong conclusion leaves the audience solidly understanding the topic

Leaves the audience with something to think about

 
	Conclusion summarizes the topic

May leave the audience with something to think about 


	Conclusion attempts to summarize the topic but needs more work 

and/or

New information is introduced that does not support the topic


	No conclusion – the presentation just ends 
	


	Visuals
	Variety of visuals effectively explain and enhance the presentation 

How the visuals link to the topic is fully explained

Written text on slides or posters etc. is limited, focused, and relevant 
	Visuals help to enhance the presentation 

Link to topic explained

Written text on slides, posters, etc... is somewhat limited and relevant 
	Visuals somewhat enhance topic 

Link to topic not explained 

Written text on slides, posters, etc... is relevant, but too long 


	Few if any visuals

Confusing and/or not relevant to the topic 

Irrelevant text or dominates slides, posters, etc…
	

	Discussion Questions 
	2 insightful questions, encourages discussion and a deeper understanding 
	2 relevant questions encourages some discussion 
	1 or 2 somewhat relevant questions asked, little discussion 
	1 question asked 

No discussion 
	

	References 
	4 or more academic sources

 Bibliography page correctly formatted 

 
	3 academic sources 

Bibliography page formatted with only a few errors 
	2  academic sources

Bibliography  page needs improvement 
	Less than 2 academic sources

0 if  not passed in 
	

	Total Score 
	
	
	
	
	        /60

        %


Comments: _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

