Athenian Democracy 

To do: using your notes from the documentary The Crucibles and the text  reading  , please answer the following questions. 

1. Initially, what type of government did Athens have? Who was Draco and why was he significant? 

2. Why did the assembly in 594 BCE elect Solon?  How did he try and solve the problems of ancient Athens?  What revolutionary changes did he make with respect to trade and industry?

3.  How did Solon change Athenian politics and laws?  Why is he believed to have laid the foundation of democracy?

4. In your view,  to what extent did Solon’s changes  help the lower classes?

5. Who were the “Men of the Hills”, “Men of the Plains” and “Men of the Shore”?  Which group supported Pisistratus?

6.  After Pisistratus finally took power in 546 BCE, what steps did he take to reform Athens?  How did he help pave the way for democracy?

7. Describe the political reforms introduced by Cleisthenes beginning in 503 BCE. .  

8. To what extent was ancient Athens a true democracy?
9. Create a 6-8 box comic strip in which you tell the story of how Athens became a democracy. Be creative! 
