Cold War Flashpoint: The Korean War (the UN as peacemaker)

Democratic Republic of Korea: north, communist, under Kim Il Sung 

Republic of Korea: south, capitalist, under President Syngman Rhee 

1. Explain the underlying and immediate causes of the Korean War. 

2. Was the Korean War more a UN operation or a US military operation? Explain. 

3.  What was the extent of the Canadian involvement? (You will have to do a bit of research). 

4. Examine the maps on page 189. What do they reveal to you about this war? Explain.  

5. A ceasefire was finally reached on July 27, 1953, after 3 years of fighting. What did this war achieve and at what cost?  Lessons learned? 

6.  Why is the Korean War considered a quintessential Cold War conflict? Explain. 

7. North and South Korea never signed a formal peace treaty, meaning that even today they are technically still at war. Why is this of great concern to many current world leaders?
