The Pursuit of Justice: The Nuremberg Trials

	Key Crimes Within the Jurisdiction of the Tribunal


	(a) CRIMES AGAINST PEACE: namely, planning, preparation, initiation, or waging of a war of aggression, or a war in violation of international treaties, agreements or assurances, or 

participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of any of the foregoing; 

(b) WAR CRIMES: namely, violations of the laws or customs of war. Such violations shall include, but not be limited to, murder, ill-treatment, or deportation to slave labor or for any other purpose of civilian population of or in occupied territory, murder or ill-treatment of prisoners of war or persons on the seas, killing of hostages, plunder of public or private property, wanton destruction of cities, towns, or villages, or devastation not justified by military necessity; 

(c) CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY: namely, murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, and other inhumane acts committed against any civilian population, before or during the war; or 

persecutions on political, racial, or religious grounds in execution of or in connection with any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal, whether or not in violation of the domestic law of the country where perpetrated. 

Leaders, organizers, instigators, and accomplices participating in the formulation or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to commit any of the foregoing crimes are responsible for all acts performed by any persons in execution of such plan. 

* The other major charge was conspiracy. This allowed for the prosecution of individuals who organized and ordered criminal activity but may not have been directly responsible in executing these crimes. 


Questions 

1. The chief prosecutor Robert H. Jackson, a justice on the United States Supreme Court, opened the Nuremberg Trials with these words:  The privilege of opening the first trial in history for crimes against the peace of the world imposes a grave responsibility… That the four great nations, flushed with victory and stung with injury, stay the hand of vengeance and voluntarily submit their captive enemies to the judgment of the law is one of the most significant tributes that power ever has paid to reason.   What was the meaning of Jackson’s opening statement at Nuremberg?  Do you agree? Explain. 
2. In your opinion, were the Nuremberg Trials fair?  Explain.
3. Among the twenty-one men who stood trial at Nuremberg was Julius Streicher, the publisher of Der Stuermer, an anti-Semitic newspaper with over six hundred thousand readers. In a typical article he ranted that the Jew was not a human being, but “a parasite, an enemy, an evil-doer, a disseminator of diseases which must be destroyed in the interest of mankind.”  Streicher was sentenced to death for crimes against humanity.  In your opinion, can words be considered a weapon? Was he as guilty as those who directly took part in the killing of the Jewish people? Explain. 

4.  While the trials indicted military leaders, Nazi Party leaders, and officers who participated in the Holocaust, they did not include bystanders.  Do you think bystanders should have been charged and punished? Explain. 
5.  Throughout the trials, the defendants denied responsibility for their crimes against humanity claiming they were just obeying orders. Is this is an acceptable defense for those who participated in the Holocaust? Explain. 
6. Nineteen of the defendants were found guilty. Twelve were sentenced to death by hanging. Seven were given prison sentences. Between 1946 and 1949, many more trials of Germans were held in Nuremberg. In these trials, 97 additional Germans were found guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity, including business leaders who used slave labor, doctors who conducted experiments on concentration camp victims, and Nazi judges who sent innocent people to the camps.  In your view, did the Nuremberg Trials achieve justice for the crimes committed during the Holocaust? What else could have been done so that “justice was served”? Explain. 
