The Berlin Wall: A Secret History Questions

1. What did you discover about German history that you did not know prior to the reading of the article? (1871- 1945)
2. How did Berlin look in 1961 prior to the wall construction? Was the movement free?

3. How did Germans baptise the Sunday of August 13, 1961?

4. Why did the Soviets construct the wall?

5.  What prevented the Wall Construction in 1953?

6. How did Nikita Khrushchev call the West Berlin?

7. How did the Germans feel about the wall?

8. What was the toll of death? How did people try to escape? Who prevented them from escaping?

9.  What was the new protocol of crossing the border between FDR and GDR?

10. Did the West try to oppose the East by force? Why? Justify?

11. Discuss the attitudes of the West towards the wall

	Country 
	Leader/Political Characters
	Quote 
	Explain the attitude 

	USA


	a. JFK
b. Former military governor Lucius D. Clay

	
	

	Great Britain


	a. Harold Macmillan
b. The British ambassador to West Germany, Sir Christopher Steel

c. Harold Watkinson

d. Foreign Secretary Lord Home

e.  Margaret Thatcher 


	
	

	France


	a. General Charles de Gaulle
b. The French defence minister, Pierre Messmer
c. The  Nobel prize-winning author, friend and biographer of de Gaulle, Francois Mauriac

d. President Mitterrand
	
	


12. When did Americans become angry over the wall? Was it in support of the West Germans or national pride? Explain and cite an example.

13. What was considered a Berlin Crisis? When did it happen? What could have happened if it had not been resolved?

14. What issues did the British and the French have at the time of the Berlin Wall construction?
15. What was “Checkpoint Charlie?”
16. What did the fall of the Wall represent for 

a. Germans

b. Soviets

c. USA

d. Great Britain

e. France

17. How did Mitterrand decide to “ fix the eternal German problem?”

18. Having read the article, do you think that it was convenient for the West to have the atrocity of the Berlin Wall? Justify with the evidence from the article.
