A Closer Look at the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

Outcome: demonstrate an understanding of the events and forces that have shaped contemporary conceptions of justice

“The time has come…when we must recognize that our mutual devotion to our own land must never blind us to the good of all lands and of all peoples. In the end… we are “One World” and that which injures any one of us, injures all of us. Only by remembering this will we finally have a chance to build a lasting peace.”     Eleanor Roosevelt, 1945 (Key architect of the UDHR) 

To do: Please read the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on pages 144-145 in your course pack and answer the following questions. Be sure to review the rubric. 

1. In your opinion, what are the two most important rights in the UDHR?  Fully explain your choices. 

2.  Which right do you think should be the easiest to achieve throughout the world? Which right do you think would be the most difficult to achieve for all people? Fully explain your reasons with examples. 

3. If you had to create right #31 what would it be and why?  Explain fully. 

4.  The UDHR is based on the belief that we are one world and one people; that there are basic universal human rights (unchanging across time, geography, beliefs, and culture) connecting all human beings. In your opinion, can universal human rights be achieved? Are some possible, but not others? What are the challenges? Explain fully with current and/or historical examples. 

5.  While there are undoubtedly challenges in achieving and protecting the human rights of all people, why do you think many see the UDHR as important path forward towards peace and justice?  Explain fully with current and/or historical examples. 

“To deny people their human rights is to challenge their very humanity.”  Nelson Mandela
