CLASSIFYING COUNTRIES

More than 180 countries in the world, but there is no clear argument about what constitutes a country.
· One way:  Membership in the United Nations – 192 members (2008), but this does not include Taiwan, Kosovo & Palestine, which are considered countries
· Country's level of development	-    social development
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How many Groups should we use?

Using Two Groups
1. Developed / Underdeveloped Worlds – older model
- problem with this model is confusion between economic & non-economic development.  Ex. China & India are highly developed culturally

2. Developed / Developing Worlds –dynamic model where countries can move from developing to developed status over time

3. More economically developed countries (MEDC) / Less economically developed countries (LEDC) 

4. Economically more developed countries (EMDC) / Economically less developed countries (ELDC)

5. North / South	-  Temperate / Tropical – looking on the map a pattern exists where most developed nations are farther north than developing nations.
Using 3 Groups
1.  First/Second/Third World – originated in the 1950’s
- 1st world nations are the developed, capitalist countries (Canada, Japan, UK)
- 2nd world nations are the former communist countries (Russia, Poland, China)
- 3rd world nations are those that are developing countries (Kenya, Thailand)

2.  Developed/Newly Industrialized/Developing – use this today
	- economic model that adds a transition for countries moving from 
	agricultural to industrial or service based economies
3.  Low/Medium/High – Uses U.N. Human development Index, looking at development in terms of life expectancy, education, economics.
Using 4 Groups
1.  Old Core/New Core/ Near Core Periphery/ Far Periphery
- More Globalized Core (Old Core) are countries that have contributed significantly to and benefited greatly from globalization.  They are relatively wealthy, have comfortable lifestyles, secure environments, good healthcare, freedoms, and governments free from serious corruption.
- New Core – Countries that are not as wealthy, and often have governments that are not as democratic as the core.  But they are a new member to the core and are becoming ore like core countries
- Near-Core Periphery countries are more advanced than the far periphery and with continued economic, social, and political growth, the have the potential to join the New Core.
- Less Globalized Periphery (Far Periphery) are countries that are much poorer, the people have much less personal security, limited political freedoms/ civil liberties and corruption is a serious problem
