The Decline of Weimar & the Rise of Nazism 1929-32 - Chapter 7

Impact of the Great Depression on Germany 
"The economic position is only flourishing on the surface. Germany is in fact dancing on a volcano. If the short-term credits (American loans) are called in, a large section of our economy would collapse." Stresemann 1928

1. Explain the Wall Street Crash in 1929. You will have to do a bit of research. 

2. How did the Crash and Great Depression that followed impact Germany? Be specific. 

3. Why was the Wall Street Crash and Depression the final push that brought the Weimar economy crashing down? 

Include key information from the diagram on page 123.
4. Impact of the Depression on the people of Germany? 
5. Why did the economic crisis turned into a political crisis?
Parliamentary Government’s Breakdown

6. What was the Young Plan and how did it help the right wing?  Identify: National Opposition, Hugenberg, & the Law Against the Enslavement of the German People.  How did this help the Nazis?

7. Why did the Grand Coalition under Chancellor Muller (SPD) collapse in1929? 

8. How was parliamentary government weakened by the leadership of Chancellor Bruning (ZP)?  

9. Why was the 1930 Reichstag election so significant? Be specific.

10. What factors explain the Nazi election results in 1930 compared to 1928? 

________________________________________________________________
Chancellor Bruning: Presidential Government

11. Explain how Bruning’s rule eroded parliamentary democracy. Consider Article 48.  What were Bruning’s motives as explained in his memoirs?

12. What were the aims and effects of Bruning’s economic policy and the main features of his foreign policy?
13. Why did President Hindenburg force Bruning to resign? Was Bruning a failure? 

From Chancellor Bruning to Chancellor Papen

14. In an attempt to strengthen the government how did Papen secure support from the Nazis?  What was Papen’s ultimate political aim? 
15. Why was the Reichstag election of July 1932 so politically significant? Future of democracy?  How can the Nazi gains be explained?  

The Death of Weimar & Study Guide 
16. Why did Weimar democracy fail? Explain fully.  

17.  Read Sources 4 and 5. What insight do they provided with respect to the appeal of the Nazi party? 
“Germany appeared to be on the brink of civil war. The young Weimar Republic was wracked by armed street fighting waged mainly between Communists and Nazis. Foreclosures, bankruptcies, suicides and malnourishment all skyrocketed. Six million Germans, 40 per cent of the working population, were unemployed; and thousands found themselves without a place to live… As anxiety and fear gripped the masses of unemployed men, blatant prejudices resurfaced against full-time female workers. Women were urged to give up their jobs and return home to their traditional roles as wives and mothers. Some of them gladly complied. Others were despondent, either because of their financial need to work or because they worried that the few advances made by women would be permanently stifled.” Irene Guenther, historian 











