The Nazi Road to Dictatorship 1932-33 – Chapter 8
Although Weimar was, in effect, dead by 1932, it did not mean Hitler’s rise was inevitable. You must now consider why the Nazis became so politically popular and why Hitler was appointed Chancellor in 1933. 

The Creation of a Mass Movement 

· In July 1932 what were the Nazi electoral achievements?  

· Who voted for the Nazis?  Which groups were less likely to support them? Consider geography, denomination and class.

· Why were the Catholics and socialists less likely to support the Nazis?  Why were the Protestants, the middle classes, and the young more attracted to Nazism?  What was the “politics of anxiety”?

· Why has Nazism been described as a ‘people’s party’?

Nazi Political Methods 

·  What were the main aims of Nazi propaganda and how were they accomplished? Consider Joseph Goebbels, canvassing, technology, mass suggestion, scapegoats and unifying themes.

· Did SA violence, under the leadership of Ernst Rohm, advance the rise of Nazism? 
· Explain the Stennes’ Revolt and the Knight of the Long Knives – what does it reveal about Hitler and his aims?
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Political Intrigue, July 1932 – January 1933

· After the Nazi success in the 1932 elections, what was Hitler’s demand before he would join the government? 

· Why did Chancellor Papen fail to successfully deal with the Nazis and keep power?

· After Papen’s resignation, what were Chancellor Schleicher’s aims? Why was he unsuccessful? 

· Why did President Hindenburg eventually appoint Hitler as Chancellor in January 1933? Role of Papen? Why did he and Papen believe Hitler would be a “chancellor in chains”? 

Establishment of the Nazi Dictatorship Jan.-Mar. 1933

· According to Papen, “In two months we’ll have pushed Hitler into a corner so hard that he’ll be squeaking.”  Why did many President Hindenburg and many politicians feel confident that Hitler’s power was limited? 
· What were Hitler’s main political strengths?
· Explain how Hitler increased his power and ultimately created a dictatorship in two months:
· Reichstag Election 1933 – Nazi advantages & tactics

· Reichstag Fire – how used to Hitler’s advantage?

· Election Results – why a set back?

· Enabling Act March 1933 – how passed? Why significant? Votes?
· Why was the establishment of Hitler’s one-party totalitarian dictatorship a “legal revolution”?
Conclusion & The Key Debate 

· Why did Weimar collapse and why did the Nazis replace it? 
·  Key historiography arguments? 
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 In this 1933 British cartoon, Adolf Hitler is carried to power on the shoulders of President Paul von Hindenburg (Left) and Chancellor Franz von Papen (Right).








