Essay - 'Compare and contrast the impact of Cold War tensions on two nations, each chosen from a different region' (15 marks)


· Basis for Comparison - Decide how you will compare the impact of CW tensions on both nations. What themes, categories or concerns will you focus on to draw out the similarities and differences? e.g. foreign policy, economic policy, domestic policy etc.

· Develop a list of Similarities and Differences - Once you know your basis for comparison, think critically about the similarities and differences between the items you are comparing, and compile a list of them.

· Develop a Thesis - Once you have listed similarities and differences, decide whether the similarities on the whole outweigh the differences or vice versa. Create a thesis statement that reflects their relative weights. A more complex thesis will usually include both similarities and differences.

· Come up with a Structure - Think about how you will structure your essay. Will you use the 'alternating method' or 'block method'? Check out this webpage (https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-write-comparative-analysis) for more details on how to structure and this webpage 9 https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-write-comparative-analysis) for a general overview of comparative essays.

