Examination advice How to answer ‘compare and contrast’ questions

For compare and contrast questions, you are asked to identify both similarities and differences. Better essays tend to approach the question thematically; simple narrative should be avoided.

Example

Compare and contrast US and Soviet policies in Germany between 1945 and 1947.

1. You are being asked to describe the similarities and differences in US and

Soviet policies regarding Germany between 1945 and 1947. Policies are different from actions, although policies may lead to actions; be sure to discuss the policy before discussing any actions. Do not discuss any issues after 1947 or those of any nations other than the US and the Soviet Union, although you  may wish to indicate when other nations supported various policies if appropriate. Do not discuss policies that do not specifically involve Germany.

2. For at least five minutes before writing your essay, create a chart to show the similarities and differences between US and Soviet policies regarding Germany between 1945 and 1947. When you write your essay, check off each item. Below is an example of a possible chart for this question.

	
	US
	USSR

	Differences 
	Limit/end reparations to USSR,

ostensibly to pay for food imports to Western-occupied zones of Germany; wanted overall economic plan for all Germany.

Economic integration of Western zones of Germany; Bizonia.

Marshall Plan to build economic

integration and sharing of

European resources, which would benefit Germany.
	1945 agreements to be

followed, including reparations, Four-Power government, etc.

Worked to create a single

communist party for all

Germany which would

ally to the USSR.

Opposed Germany’s

economic integration with

western Europe.

	Similarities 
	Initial policies in 1945:

German demilitarization, denazification, punishment of war criminals.
2. Germany to be ruled by Allied Control Council, divided into

four zones.

3 .Reparations to Allies from zones under their control, plus 10 per cent for Soviets from non-Soviet controlled zones.

4. Both US and USSR wanted unification but under their own

Economic/political systems.
	


In your introduction, begin by explaining that the Soviet Union, United States, Britain and France at the end of the Second World War in Europe occupied Germany by May 1945. Furthermore, explain that as Europe’s most industrialized economy and with one of the largest populations of any European state, it was economically and politically important. You then need to generally introduce the idea that there were similarities and differences in the policies of both the Soviet Union and the US regarding Germany and that these developed over time.An example of a good introductory paragraph for this question is given below.
Germany was defeated and occupied by the Allied powers at the conclusion of the Second World War in Europe. As Europe’s most industrialized nation and one of its most populated, it was viewed as critically important to the economy and stability of the

region. The Allies, which included the Soviet Union and the US, agreed to implement various economic and political policies upon Germany’s defeat. While some of these policies were implemented, such as dividing Germany into zones and removing elements of the former government, others were altered or abandoned, such as reparations or overall Allied control of the zones. The US and the Soviet Union both developed policies between 1945 and 1947dealing with Germany that contrasted with the other, exacerbating tensions between these world powers. Some of these contrasting policies dealt with the economic integration of the zones of occupation and Western Europe and Soviet control of its zone’s economic production, ostensibly for reparations. There were

similarities and differences in US and Soviet policies regarding Germany between 1945 and 1947.

4. The bulk of your essay will discuss the various points outlined in your introduction. Your argument should focus on both similarities and differences in their policies and it is important that you make it clear that you understand that there were both. It is fine if you suggest that the differences far outweighed the similarities (or vice versa) but explain the reasons this might have been the case and support with evidence.

5. Write a concluding paragraph, which states your conclusions. Be sure not to include new information here. An example of a good concluding paragraph is given below.
Initial policies in 1945, such as agreements on reparations and Four- Power control over a Germany divided into four zones, were similar but were soon altered so that they did not agree. This was partly because both the US and Soviet Union desired a united German state that would economically benefit and pose no military threat to themselves. The policies of each of these superpowers to achieve this goal, however, led to contrasting policies. The US initiated policies such as the integration of its zone with that of Britain to form Bizonia, an entity that would create an overall economic area and therefore, according to the Soviet view, a separate, western German state. The Soviets, in contrast, refused to integrate their zone with Bizonia and instead increased the economic

production of eastern Germany to make reparations to the Soviet Union for the damages of the Second World War. The Soviets alsoinsisted that the US return to the earlier-agreed Four-Power control of all Germany and that reparations from the Western-occupied zones be resumed. While the US continued to integrate western Germany into the economic system of western Europe through the Marshall Plan, the Soviets refused to allow eastern Germany’s participation in the US economic plan. While the aims of the US and the USSR were similar, their efforts to achieve these were different.

