                        Exploring Historical Perspectives of Imperialism in Africa
Group ICA . Groups of 3-4 
Document #1 - Jules Ferry, Speech Before the French Chamber of Deputies (1884) 
[Ferry (1832-1893) was twice prime minister of France, from [1880-1881, 1883-1885]. He is especially remembered for promoting a vast extension of the French colonial empire.] 

…I am placing before you, with the support of some statistics, the considerations that justify the policy of colonial expansion, as seen from the perspective of a need, felt more and more urgently by the industrialized population of Europe and especially the people of our rich and hardworking country of France: the need for outlets [for exports]. Is this a fantasy? Is this a concern [that can wait] for the future? Or is this not a pressing need, one may say a crying need, of our industrial population? Today, as you know, competition, the law of supply and demand, freedom of trade, the effects of speculation, all radiate in a circle that reaches to the ends of the earth.... Gentlemen, we must [also] speak more loudly and more honestly! We must say openly that indeed the higher races have a right over the lower races.... I repeat, that the superior races have a right because they have a duty. They have the duty to civilize the inferior races.... In the history of earlier centuries these duties, gentlemen, have often been misunderstood; and certainly when the Spanish soldiers and explorers introduced slavery into Central America, they did not fulfill their duty as men of a higher race.... But, in our time, I maintain that European nations acquit themselves with generosity, with grandeur, and with sincerity of this superior civilizing duty. 

Document #2 – African Voices 

“When the whites came to our country, we had the land and they had the Bible, now we have the Bible and they have the land.”   African proverb 

“The White Man killed my father, My father was proud. The White Man seduced my mother, My mother was beautiful. The White Man burnt my brother beneath the noonday sun, My brother was strong. His hands red with black blood The White Man turned to me; And in the Conqueror’s voice said, "Boy! a chair, a napkin, a drink.”   Poem from An Anthology of West African Verse, David Diop, 1957 

“There was much bitterness because so many of our cattle were branded and taken away from us; we had no property, nothing we could call our own. We said, "It is not good living under such conditions; death would be better—let us fight… We knew that we had very little chance because their weapons were so much superior to ours. But we meant to fight to the last, feeling that even if we could not beat them we might at least kill a few of them and so have some sort of revenge.” Ndansi Kumalo - Chief of the Ndeble peoples – British colony of Rhodesia 
Document #3 - Cecil Rhodes – British financier & empire builder of British South Africa. He was prime minister of Cape Colony (1890–96) and organizer of the massive diamond-mining company De Beers. 
“I contend that we are the finest race in the world and that the more of the world we inhabit the better it is for the human race. Just fancy those parts that are at present inhabited by the most despicable specimens of human beings what an alteration there would be if they were brought under Anglo-Saxon influence, look again at the extra employment a new country added to our dominions gives. I contend that every acre added to our territory means in the future birth to some more of the English race who otherwise would not be brought into existence. Added to this the absorption of the greater portion of the world under our rule simply means the end of all wars... I believe it to be my duty to god, my Queen and my country to paint the whole map of Africa red. … That is my creed, my dream and my mission.”
Document #4 - Sekou Toure, West African nationalist, 1962 

“Colonialism’s greatest misdeed was to have tried to strip us of our responsibility in conducting our own affairs and convince us that our civilization was nothing less than savagery, thus giving us complexes which led to our being branded as irresponsible and lacking in self-confidence. . .  The colonial powers had assimilated each of their colonies into their own economy.  Our continent possesses tremendous reserves of raw material and they, together with its potential sources of power, give it excellent conditions for industrialization...”
Document #5 - Edward D. Morel, a British journalist in the Belgian Congo, drew attention to the abuses of imperialism in 1903. He wrote The Black Man’s Burden in 1920. 
It is [the Africans] who carry the “Black man’s burden.” They have not withered away before the white man’s occupation… In the process of imposing his political dominion over the African, the white man has carved broad and bloody avenues from one end of Africa to the other. The African has resisted, and  persisted. For three centuries the white man seized and enslaved millions of Africans and transported them, with every circumstance of ferocious cruelty, across the seas. Still the African survived… But what the partial occupation of his soil by the white man has failed to do; what the mapping out of European political “spheres of influence” has failed to do; what the Maxim [machine gun] and the rifle, the slave gang, labor in the bowels of the earth and the lash, have failed to do; what imported measles, smallpox and syphilis have failed to do; what even the overseas slave trade failed to do, the power of modern capitalistic exploitation, assisted by modern engines of destruction, may yet succeed in accomplishing.   
For from the evils of [modern capitalist exploitation], scientifically applied and enforced, there is no escape for the African…It kills not the body merely, but the soul. It breaks the spirit. It attacks the African at every turn, from every point of vantage. It wrecks his polity, uproots him from the land, invades his family life, destroys his natural pursuits and occupations, claims his whole time, enslaves him in his own home... Nor is violent physical opposition to abuse and injustice henceforth possible for the African in any part of Africa. His chances of effective resistance have been steadily dwindling with the increasing perfectibility in the killing power of modern armament... Thus the African is really helpless against the material gods of the white man, as embodied in the trinity of imperialism, capitalistic-exploitation, and militarism.   

Document #6 - Pears is a British soap company started
 In 1807. The ad below is from the late 19th century 
and appeared throughout Britain. 

[image: image1.png]


 
Read the following primary documents and based on the documents and your article readings on Congo and India, answer in a well –developed paragraph “ To what extent was the idea of the Social Darwinism of “ superior races essential in colonizing Asia and Africa?”
Rubric:

Paragraph Structure (topic sentence, evidence, examples) 5

Quality of the argument (symbiosis of the current articles and in –class readings) 15 

Analysis, Synthesis 5  

Document #7: In 1890 in southern Tanganyik (Tanzania), the German commander Hermann von Wissman, demanded subordination by Macemba, the ruling chief of the Yao people. The African ruler replied by way of a letter written in Kiswahili:





“I have listened to your words but can find no reason why I should obey you—I would rather die first… I look for some reason why I should obey you and find not the smallest. If it should be friendship that you desire, then I am ready for it, today and always; but not to be your subject, that I cannot be. If it should be war you desire, then I am ready, but never to be your subject. I do not fall at your feet, for you are God’s creature just as I am. I am sultan here in my land. You are sultan there in yours. Yet listen, I do not say to you that you should obey me; for I know that you are a free man. As for me,  I will not come to you, and if you are strong enough, then come and fetch me.”











