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Robert and John Kennedy

Most of us live their lives exactly and imperceptibly - without upsets, without feeling their own worth, but without the bitterness of falling. This is a plus. But many do not attend the thought that life is wasted ... This is a minus. Well, God is our judge.

But there are antipodes to this majority. They are few. But it is thanks to them that the world in which we live is painted not only in inexpressive gray tones, but also in other, more vivid colors.

Georgiy Nikitovich Bolshakov was born in Moscow in 1922 in the family of railway workers. About his childhood years there was no evidence, as neither brothers, nor sisters he did not have, and parents long ago passed away. In 1941 George graduated from the courses of military translators and, like thousands of his peers, went to war. His first officer's position was the post of interpreter at the headquarters of the infantry regiment. A year later he was already an assistant to the intelligence chief of the rifle division. As a promising officer, well-proven at the front, he was sent to the Higher Intelligence School of the General Staff. He studied for seven years. During this time he graduated not only from the Higher School, but also from the Military Diplomatic Academy. By the 1950s he was ready for serious independent work.

Sharp on the tongue and a good pen-bearing officer was sent to New York as a TASS correspondent to the UN. Journalistic activities are often used as cover by all the intelligence services of the world. Our intelligence is no exception.

In New York, Bolshakov occupied the TASS office together with his colleagues from the KGB and several "clean" journalists. He wrote and published a lot. Legend is a legend, but he practiced it conscientiously.

In 1953, after two years at the UN, Georgy Nikitovich moved to Washington, where he met a very influential American journalist Frank Holeman, then the chairman of the council of the National Press Club. Holman had great connections in the administration of the White House, and, of course, the acquaintance of our scout with such an informed figure was in the hands of the GRU. Open, benevolent and charming, Bolshakov so fascinated his new friend that they soon became friends with families.

Frank Holeman proved to be a very valuable source of information, and when the term of Bolshakov's mission was over, this contact was handed over to another GRU officer, Yuri Gvozdev.

At this time, the all-powerful Marshal Zhukov, who was planning a visit to India and Burma, needed a personal interpreter. Bolshakov, who knew English brilliantly, was at hand and was recommended to the minister. So instead of the uninteresting paper work in anticipation of the next "business trip", he was in the cage of those close to the highest authority. Officially, his post was called "an officer for special assignments under the Minister of Defense of the USSR."

For two years, wherever the marshal went, Bolshakov always was with him. I must say that the very unsentimental Georgy Zhukov, from whose glance the highest military commanders of the country were stiff, showed an amazingly warm, almost paternal feeling towards Bolshakov.

It is said that Bolshakov literally reigned in the reception room of his patron. Of course, he had great connections in the Kremlin apparatus and around him: Khrushchev's son-in-law Alexei Adzhubei, one of the leaders of TASS Kharlamov and other well-known persons in the country.

But with the approval of Khrushchev in the post of head of the Soviet state, the legendary marshal fell into disgrace. The black days have come for Bolshakov. In the extract from the personal file, it is sparingly noted: "1957-1959 - senior officer of the General Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff." After the Minister of Defense, this is vegetation. After experiencing all the charms of the position of Pet Zhukov, George Bolshakov also knew all the bitterness associated with his disgrace.

But it was not for nothing that he got in touch - at the end of 1959 he went to Washington again. This time as deputy editor of the magazine "Soviet Union", published in English. In the Washington residence of the GRU Colonel Bolshakov is listed as the senior operational officer.

Nikita Sergeevich Khrushchev

In late 1960, a new president came to power in the United States - John Fitzgerald Kennedy. For Soviet intelligence came the hot season. The ardent hater of the Soviet Union, President Eisenhower is no longer in business. But how will his successor behave? It was intelligence that was supposed to answer this question.

Kennedy started badly. Having inherited the Cuban problem from the previous administration, he sanctioned an attempted invasion of Cuba by counter-revolutionary forces in the Bay of Playa Giron and suffered a humiliating defeat. In just two days of fierce fighting from the invasion force there was no trace left. Yes, the invasion was planned and prepared by Eisenhower's government, but the responsibility for failure lay with the new president. Heavy heritage. In addition, in Europe, the Berlin question sharply escalated and the international prestige of America was at stake.

Returning to the United States after almost five years of absence, Georgy Bolshakov resumed his relationship with Frank Holman. Of course, Holman was perfectly aware of the military rank of his friend - a Soviet "journalist". He also knew what powerful "exits" Bolshakov had through Aleksey Adzhubei for the first family in the Soviet state. But Frank Houlman himself did not conceal from George that the most important moments of their friendly conversations, he brings to the attention of Robert Kennedy - the new Justice Minister and the US Attorney General. Of course, fasting is a serious thing, but Robert is also the brother of the incumbent president. And this circumstance was the main thing.

The friendship of the Kennedy brothers was not a secret to anyone. Colonel Bolshakov could not help but understand what kind of game he was playing and with whom he was playing. But the meetings with Holman continued. Since the defeat at Playa Giron, a few weeks have not passed, as Holman suddenly had an idea. "Is it not better for you yourself to meet with Robert Kennedy, then he would have had first-hand information," he told Bolshakov.

Holeman knew full well that no scout can contact the new source of information without asking the Center's permission, even contacting the secretary of a third-rate official. A meeting with the second person of a state hostile to the USSR will require numerous coordination and coordination in various Soviet departments.

But Holeman understood something else: for Bolshakov - a simple operational intelligence officer, whose brilliant career ended with Zhukov's disgrace - his offer is a rare chance to break out again from the faceless rank of his colleagues. The former Zhukov's commissioner would burn rather than miss him. And Bolshakov himself repeatedly hinted to Holman that he was the only person in the Soviet embassy who had a direct connection with Khrushchev himself.

According to the table of ranks, George Bolshakov in the Soviet embassy occupied only the fortieth place among sixty-seven employees. When he reported on the proposal of Holeman to his superiors, this caused at least surprise. Of course, the head of the Washington residency of the GRU knew that his appointment to the post of his subordinate was obliged to the patronage of Adzhubei. But the proposal Holman caught the resident by surprise. He banned the meeting with Robert Kennedy.

Today it is difficult to say exactly why it happened. But the fact remains. In violation of all laws Bolshakov, despite the prohibition of the resident, still went to this contact. Perhaps, he relied on his ties in Moscow - maybe save in case of failure. Or maybe he had the orientation of the highest leadership, allowing him to disregard any ban of a resident ...

On May 9, 1961, Frank Holman, knowing for sure that there was no one at the Soviet Embassy on the occasion of the holiday, except for the duty diplomat, in the morning began looking for Georgy Bolshakov. And when he finally found him, he invited me to a restaurant. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon, and the time for lunch was long gone. But Holman was insistent, and Bolshakov agreed. They met in a secluded place in Georgetown. At twenty minutes past six, the American looked at his watch. "Is it time for you to go home?" Asked George. "No," said Holeman, "it's time for you. Bobby Kennedy is waiting for you at six. "

And George Bolshakov went. The meeting took place not far from the Ministry of Justice, in the park. Kennedy immediately took the bull by the horns: "Look, Georgie, I know your position well. I know that you are close to the guys from Khrushchev's circle: Adzhubei, Kharlamov, Yuri Zhukov. Therefore, it would be nice if they would receive truthful information first-hand, from you. I believe they will find an opportunity to transfer it to Khrushchev. "

They went up to the cabinet of the Minister of Justice. The conversation lasted several hours. Kennedy spoke about the problems facing his brother, that John is not so free in his actions, despite apparent prosperity. The US president is too dependent on public opinion, on the congress, on the "hawks" of the Pentagon and the CIA, and much more. "They can take it away at any time. Therefore, in some issues, he must act very carefully and do not go ahead ... "

Kennedy's brothers needed a channel through which they could bring their concerns to Khrushchev. They could privately explain why they are forced to make a decision.

Georgiy Bolshakov

This conversation took place shortly before the already scheduled meeting of the leaders of the two superpowers in Vienna. John Kennedy for internal political reasons, it was necessary to complete negotiations with Khrushchev successfully, and there are many disagreements - on the status of West Berlin, on the situation in Cuba, on Laos, - and Nikita Sergeyevich is a very intractable person. A communication channel, through which you can talk with Khrushchev in a human way, without wasting time on diplomatic tricks, but so that no one knows about it, was needed as air.

Returning home late at night, Bolshakov for a long time could not fall asleep. In his career, a new stage began. Become a secret liaison between the leaders of the two powerful powers - is this not the limit of the dreams of any scout? But breaking the ban on the meeting is also not a joke for the military man! So, Georgy Nikitovich had every reason to lose sleep on that memorable night for him.

The next morning he reported on a conversation in Moscow. Five days later, the Central Committee of the CPSU issued an order - about how and how Bolshakov should tell Robert Kennedy at a new meeting. A kind of carte blanche to hold one of the most unique covert operations in history. And carte blanche, issued at the highest level. Naturally, Bolshakov was put in a rigid framework. The document strictly regulated his authority: "Comrade. Bolshakov should strictly adhere to the above instructions. If R. Kennedy will put other questions not provided for by these instructions, then Comrade. Bolshakov, without giving a substantive answer, should reserve the right to consider these issues and discuss them with R. Kennedy later. " But personally for the scout it was a great victory.

During the Vienna meeting, Khrushchev behaved in a boorish manner. Apparently, he did not take the young American president seriously. Negotiations failed, but the Kennedy brothers were smart enough not to blame for the failure of Bolshakov. Yes, through him the Soviet leadership made the president big advances. Yes, these advances turned out to be false. But Bolshakov could not be responsible for the unpredictability of Nikita Sergeevich.

And the meeting with Robert continued. According to the Kennedy desktop calendar, there are about ninety of them in the year and a half of Bolshakov's work. During this time, we discussed a number of problems that worried us and Americans, for many of which a compromise was found. Anyway, the unofficial communication channel allowed the Central Committee of the party to be aware of the undercurrents of American diplomacy.

The connection between the Russian intelligence officer and the brother of the US president was kept in deep secrecy and was still carried through Holman. And, if the meeting took place on the initiative of Robert, Holeman stopped by Bolshakov and, convinced that they were not being followed, brought a Soviet representative to the building of the Ministry of Justice through the service entrance. If Bolshakov had a need to meet, he called Holman and said: "I want to see your friend."

Naturally, the FBI installed both close surveillance. Subsequently, Holeman said that when Bolshakov came to lunch with him, the agents of the secret service were literally hanging on the trees next to the house, fixing the cameras with their cameras. But Robert Kennedy remained beyond suspicion, as he was considered - and not without reason - an ardent anti-communist.

Georgi Nikitovich met not only with Holman and Robert Kennedy. Part of Khrushchev's messages to the US president, including the messages during the extreme exacerbation of the Berlin crisis in the autumn of 1961, he passed through the White House press secretary Pierre Salinger, who was also close to friends. Sometimes it happened somewhere on the street or in a bar.

Everyone who was familiar with the then chief of the GRU residency speaks of him as a very competent, intelligent and highly correct person. But he was a strict leader, insisted on observance of discipline. And it was precisely this requirement that Bolshakov largely neglected. And although the establishment of a channel of unofficial communication with the US president was very beneficial to the GRU in its interagency struggle with the KGB KGS, the independence of Bolshakov's behavior irritated his immediate superiors. And this made Bolshakov extremely vulnerable from all sides. Americans at the slightest risk to themselves could declare him persona non grata. The leadership of the GRU would hardly undertake to defend it, even if it made the slightest mistake.

But Georgy Bolshakov did not think about it. He was introduced to the US president himself and repeatedly met with him. Relations with Robert gradually developed into friendship. Sometimes they spent their weekends together in a family circle. Bobby even expressed the desire to spend a vacation with the Bolshakov family in the Caucasus, if, of course, he was given an entry visa.

However, the leadership of the Central Committee was not up to planning the joint leave of Kennedy and our scout. Khrushchev was worried about the Cuban question. By the beginning of the summer of 1962, the defense of the Island of Freedom from possible US aggression had become the dominant theme of all the higher Soviet meetings. We needed a move that once and for all would free Fidel Castro from the danger of intervention.

The decision was long and difficult, but it was still customary: to deploy Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba that could smash not only the US marines, but the entire United States. But how to do this? To Cuba, thousands and thousands of kilometers by sea, and in every sector, US air reconnaissance could recognize that Soviet cargo ships are carrying cargo. The intelligence of the Cuban counter-revolutionaries was also not dozing. Intercontinental missiles were about 25 meters in length, and their long-distance conveyors were barely able to deploy in the cramped alleys of Cuban cities. Moving only at night, trucks knocked telegraph poles, and it did not remain unnoticed.

Frank Holeman

In August, the first reports of what was happening on the island lay on President Kennedy's table. He was warned of danger, but he really did not want to believe in her reality.

On the morning of August 31, 1962, Robert Kennedy called Bolshakov home. The next day, Georgy Nikitovich was going on vacation, and Kennedy asked to come to his "farewell conversation." As soon as Bolshakov appeared, Robert took him to the White House to his brother. This was the first time that Robert himself was driving. Nobody should have known about this meeting. "I know that you are going to Moscow to rest," said the president, "and I ask you to do me a favor. Khrushchev is concerned that our planes fly over Soviet ships bound for Cuba. Tell him that today I gave the order to stop these overflights. "

Then I passed some more of my wishes, but obviously did not finish something.

Bolshakov really received an audience with Khrushchev. He long inquired about the situation in the US, commenting on the scout's answers with his remarks, and at the end of the conversation dictated the text of his oral message to President Kennedy. Its essence boiled down to the fact that the Soviet Union supplied Cuba with exclusively defensive weapons. Operation Anadyr, the very top-secret operation for the transfer of nuclear missiles to Cuba, was already entering its final stage. And Khrushchev knew about this.

With this message in early October 1962 Bolshakov arrived back to America. A cold reception awaited him. Robert was dry and formal. Bolshakov read the text of the message: "We again repeat that the Soviet Union supplies weapons of only defensive nature to Cuba - to protect the interests of the Cuban revolution, and not for aggressive purposes against any state of the American continent, including the United States. The Soviet leaders are well aware of the situation of President Kennedy and will not take any action against the United States before the congressional elections in November 1962 and hope that after the elections we will start a new round of active negotiations. "

Robert listened attentively. He asked: "Is this all I need to give to the president?" And, without waiting for an answer, he asked Bolshakov to repeat the passage from the message, where it was said that the USSR was sending weapons to Cuba only of a defensive nature. Bolshakov repeated.

Literally the next day, he was forced to dictate the verbal message of Khrushchev to Charles Bartlett, another close friend of John F. Kennedy. Apparently, the US president did not believe his ears when he heard the essence of the message of the Soviet leader from the mouth of his brother.

By that time Kennedy had every reason to doubt that Khrushchev was sincere with him. It seemed to Bolshakov that Bartlett, like Robert Kennedy, was expecting from Moscow some other important message. But what exactly they were waiting for, he did not find out until three weeks later.

The Scout could not even imagine that he had become an unwitting participant in the cynical disinformation that the Soviet leadership had conducted through him. However, not only through him alone. Neither our representative in the United Nations nor the USSR ambassador to the US, Anatoly Dobrynin, had any idea what was really happening. All of them could only guess at the essence of the events and were forced to answer questions from Americans on duty diplomatic phrases.

And in the Cuban ports, Soviet ships unloaded nuclear warheads to intercontinental and tactical missiles. On the island day and night went the construction of pads. Despite the abundance of intelligence, President Kennedy still did not want to believe that he was being deceived. But on October 16, his photo was taken from the decoded photos of the starting positions, made by the latest U-2 reconnaissance aircraft. Facts outweighed faith in the best.

October 24, the US established a naval blockade of Cuba and sharply intensified preparations for the invasion. Soviet anti-aircraft defended the high-altitude U-2 over the island. The pilot died. The Cuban antiaircraft artillery opened furious fire on all American aircraft appearing in the reach zone of its guns. The world was going to a nuclear catastrophe before our very eyes. Khrushchev realized that it was impossible to hide the obvious more.

Bolshakov was called by Charles Bartlett: "Well, Georgie, are there any missiles in Cuba?" "No". "So, Bobby asked me to tell you what to eat. This was said today by Khrushchev. The president has just received a telegram from Moscow. "

Nikita Khrushchev and Fidel Castro

For Bolshakov it was like a bolt from the blue. "Of course," the scout said shortly before his death, "I did not spread to him (R. Kennedy - K.T.) absolutely everything I knew, but it was such a monstrous deception that it's terrible to think. Even then it was unpleasant for me to find out, but now, in my old age, it's especially unpleasant to remember. It's bitter to think that Robert Kennedy and other people who sincerely wanted to draw closer to our country and who, like myself, made a lot of efforts to achieve this rapprochement considered me a liar in this matter. "

Kennedy and Khrushchev, all the same realizing the consequences of a nuclear conflict, managed to prevent the war. The peak of the crisis passed, but there were still many "routine" issues to overcome its consequences.

Georgy Bolshakov, whose connections were almost not involved in the settlement of the conflict itself, were again brought to work. This continued throughout November, and it seemed that his relationship with the Kennedy family had been restored.

But on December 5, the newspaper Saterday Evening Post published an article by Stuart Alsop and Charles Bartlett that the Communists misinformed President Kennedy through his confidant, journalist Georgy Bolshakov, during the crisis.

Bobby was just scared for himself. If the story of how he turned out to be one of the main actors in a secret connection with the Kremlin fell into the American press, his political career would collapse at the same moment. Robert decided not to take any chances. He himself gave the necessary materials to Alsop and Bartlett, and his older brother edited the article in a favorable light for both of them.

With the publication of this article, the fate of Bolshakov was resolved. As a scout, he no longer existed. A few days later he was recalled to Moscow, although both high sides hypocritically regretted it.

While Khrushchev was still in power, Georgy Nikitovich lived by the expectation that they would remember him and he would be useful again. But he was not remembered, and soon Khrushchev was removed from power, lost all influence and Alexei Adzhubei. For some time, Bolshakov remained the editor of the Moscow TV news section of the APN, in the company of other "burned" scouts of the GRU and the KGB.

His wife went insane, the only son died. The last years of his life Georgy Nikitovich lived in a twelve-meter room in a communal apartment on the Berezhkovskaya Embankment. In the room there was only a bed and a bedside table on which he constantly wrote something. The floor was covered with scribbled sheets. Nobody visited him. He desperately needed and, used to, only ate what the kind-hearted neighbor brought to him. "Everyone betrayed me," he repeated to her. "I was betrayed by everyone whom I considered to be my friends."

He lived alone with his memories. And as soon as he passed away, several strong young people confiscated his records and took them away to no one knows where. The neighbor did not even ask for their documents.

The editors are grateful to the member of the Presidium of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Academician Aleksandr Aleksandrovich FURSENKO for assistance in the preparation of the material.
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