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March 1936 - a photo of German troops and civilians during the remilitarization of the Rhineland. 

Key Question: How successful was German foreign policy between 1936 and 1939?
Remilitarization of the Rhineland, March 1936 

1. Explain Germany’s remilitarization of the Rhineland. Why, despite the Locarno Treaties, was there no effective opposition to Germany’s remilitarization? Refer specifically to Source J. Consider the international response of France and Britain. Why a triumph for Hitler? 
2. What is the message of Source K? 

3. With reference to the origin, purpose, and content of the above photo, what are the values and limitations for a historian studying the remilitarization of the Rhineland? 
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Germany Ends Diplomatic Isolation, 1936

4. What were the advantages for Germany of creating relationships, even if just on paper, with Italy and Japan in 1936? Refer specifically to the Rome-Berlin Axis in October and the Anti-Comintern Pact in November. 
Anschluss, March 1938 

5. Explain Germany’s annexation of Anschluss. Why significant? 
6. What was the reaction: Britain, France and the Soviet Union? 
7.  What does Source N suggest about British foreign policy in 1937 and why Hitler believed he could continue revising the Treaty of Versailles? 
8. Explain the message of the cartoon. 

<- British cartoonist Bernard Partridge for the satirical magazine Punch in February 1938.  It shows Hitler as a poacher, stealing Austria.  Mussolini is shown as failing to stop him; ‘I never heard a shot, Adolf’’, he is saying.

The Sudeten Crisis, October 1938 and The Policy of Appeasement
9. What was the Sudeten Crisis? Explain the initial response of France, Soviet Union, and Britain. 

10. Explain the continuing crisis: France’s decision, Czech agreement, German actions to avoid an agreement, British PM Neville Chamberlain’s role, Hitler’s new demands, Britain and France’s response, Hitler’s decision to invade. 
11. Explain the Munich Agreement, September 30, 1938. What was the significance of this agreement? Make specific reference to Source Q. 

12. What were the results of the Sudeten Crisis for France, Britain, the Soviet Union, and Germany?
13. After reading the quotes below, what do they reveal about the Sudeten Crisis & Munich Agreement? 
If only…we could sit down at a table with the Germans and run through all their complaints and claims with a pencil, this would greatly relieve all tension. Chamberlain, speaking unofficially to Anthony Eden in 1937.

   

How horrible, fantastic, incredible it is that we should be digging trenches and trying on gas-masks here because of a quarrel in a faraway country between people of whom we know nothing.  Chamberlain in a radio broadcast about the Sudetenland crisis, 27 September 1938.

   
A clever plan of selling off your friends in order to buy off your enemies. A comment in the British newspaper, The Manchester Guardian, February 1939
Give thanks to your God.   Your children are safe.   Peace is a victory for all mankind.   If we must have a victor, let us choose Mr. Chamberlain.  A comment in The Daily Express, about the Munich agreement, October 1938.
My good friends, this is the second time in our history that there has come back from Germany to Downing Street peace with honour. I believe it is peace for our time... And now I recommend you to go home and sleep quietly in your beds.  Chamberlain, speaking to the crowds outside 10 Downing Street after the Munich Agreement in 1938.
Thus we begin our march into the great German future.  Hitler, speaking after the Munich Agreement in 1938.
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14. What is the message of the above cartoon? 
�





British cartoonist David Low -  appeared in the Evening Standard newspaper in July 1936.  Hitler goose- steps across the ‘spineless leaders of democracy’. The first 3 steps are labelled ‘Rearmament’, ‘Rhineland’ and ‘Danzig’.











