￼ Communism A political and economic system in which all private ownership of property is abolished along with all economic and social class divisions. 

Capitalism An economic system in which the production of goods and their distribution depend on the investment of private capital with minimal government regulation and involvement. 

Marxism–Leninism 
Doctrines of Marx which were built upon by Lenin. 

Bourgeoisie The middle class, particularly those with business interests, whom Marx believed benefited most from the existing capitalist economic system. 
Proletariat Marx’s term for industrial working-class labourers, primarily factory 

workers.

Dictatorship of the proletariat A term used by Marx to suggest that, following the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, government would be carried out by and on behalf of the working class. 
Bolshevik Party The Russian Communist Party which seized power in a revolution in October 1917. 

Command economy 
An economy where supply and pricing are regulated by the government rather than market forces such as demand, and in which all the larger industries and businesses are controlled centrally by the state. 

Parliamentary government A government responsible to and elected by parliament. 
Representative government A government based on an elected majority 
Fourteen Points A list of points drawn up by US President Woodrow Wilson on which the peace settlement at the end of the First World War was based. 
Self-determination Giving nations and nationalities the right to be independent and to form their own governments. 
 Collective Security An agreement between nations that an aggressive act towards one nation will be treated as an aggressive act towards all nations under the agreement. 

League of Nations 
International organization established after the First World War to resolve conflicts between nations to prevent war. 
Isolation A situation in which a state has no alliances or close diplomatic contacts with other states. 
Allies In the First World War, an alliance between Britain, France, the US, Japan, China and others, including Russia until 1917. 
Paris Peace Conference 
The peace conference held in Paris in 1919–20 to deal with defeated Germany and her allies. It resulted in the Treaties of Versailles, St. Germain, Neuilly and Sèvres. 
Red Army The army of the USSR. 

Comintern A communist organization set up in Moscow in 1919 to co-ordinate the efforts of communists around the world to achieve a worldwide revolution. 
Munich Agreement An agreement between Britain, France, Italy and Germany that the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia would become part of Germany. 
Lebensraum Literally living space. Territory for the resettlement of Germans in the U Anglo-French Guarantee In 1939, Britain and France guaranteed Polish independence, in the hope of preventing a German invasion of Poland. 
Spheres of interest Areas where one power is able to exercise a dominant influence. USSR and Eastern Europe. 

Axis The alliance in the Second World War that eventually consisted of Germany, Italy, Japan, Slovakia, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania, as well as several states created in conquered areas. 
Reparations Materials, equipment or money taken from a defeated power to make good the damage of war. 

Yugoslavia In 1918, the kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes was formed. In 1929, it officially became Yugoslavia. The Serbs were the dominating nationality within this state. 
Revisionist In the sense of historians, someone who revises the traditional or orthodox interpretation of events and often contradicts it. 
Tariffs Taxes placed on imported goods to protect the home economy. 

Economic nationalism An economy in which every effort is made to keep out foreign goods. 
Autarchic economy An economy that is self-sufficient and protected from outside competition. 

Decolonization Granting of independence to colonies. 
Atlantic Charter A statement of fundamental principles for the post-war world. The most important of these were: free trade, no more territorial annexation by Britain or the USA, and the right of people to choose their own governments. 

Allied powers Commonly referred to as the Allies during the Second World War, this group first consisted of Poland, France, Britain and others, with the Soviet Union and the United States joining in 1941. 
Allied Control Commissions These were set up in each occupied territory, including Germany. They initially administered a particular territory in the name of the Allies. 
Partisan groups Resistance fighters or guerrillas in German- and Italian- occupied Europe. 

Nationalist Someone devoted to the interests and culture of their nation, often leading to the belief that certain nationalities are superior to others. 
Polish Home Army The Polish nationalist resistance group that fought German occupation during the Second World War. 

NKVD Soviet security organization responsible for enforcing obedience to the government and eliminating opposition. 
Provisional government 
A temporary government in office until an election can take place. 

Armistice The official agreement of the suspension of fighting between two or more powers. 

Left-wing Liberal, socialist or communist. 
Guerrilla groups Fighters who oppose an occupying force using tactics such as sabotage and assassination. 
Arrow Cross-Party A Hungarian ultra-nationalist political party that supported Germany in the Second World War. 

Soviet bloc A group of states in eastern Europe controlled by the USSR. 

Puppet Government is the one that operates at the will of and for the benefit of another government. 

Free French The French who supported de Gaulle after the fall of France in June 1940, when he established his headquarters in London. 

Four-Power Control 
Under the joint control of the four occupying powers: Britain, France, the US and USSR. 
