
4. Stalin's Rise to Power 
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4.3 Key Historical Perspectives: Sta. 

Historians see Stalin's rise to power and the reLat*xvOwip between Stalinism and Leninism 

in a variety of different ways. Some argue tr.at Sta rsnAe represented a major deviation 

from that of Lenin, whilst others see a bas< :i-.ty in their methods. Some of the 

key interpretations are summarised belo 

Key interpretations 

Structuralist approach 	 Regards Sta - 	-:: 	 circumstances: a strong ruler 

(e.g. Richard Pipes) 	 was re..-e: :-.s 	 was just emerging from nearly a 

decade 

Stalin was the n 	z:..: - to Lenin because of the way the Party 

had become irceai r. 	e.atised. 

Continuity between Leninism 	• Lenin created the sin& partydicatoship and system of terror, which 

and Stalinism 	 Stalin continue: So, Stan ww the heir to the Leninist tradition. 

(eg. Robert Conquest) 

Stalinism viewed as a 	 Stalin distortec ..en is tegacy. Lenin used terror during the Civil War only 

deviation from Leninism 	 as a temporary, emergency measure; Lenin allowed dissent within the 

(e.g. Stephen Cohen) 	 Party, Lenin was hostile to a cult of the leader. Stalin, by contrast, used 

terror as a normal feature of government when the USSR was at peace; 

he suppressed d.ebatewithin the Party; he created a personality cult of 

monstrous proportions. 

Historians like Cohen argue that communism could have developed 

in a very different, less brutal way if another leader, such as Bukharin, 

had succeeded Lenin. 


