Hitler Topics and Past Essay Questions 

Required Topics 

Emergence of Authoritarian States

• Conditions in which authoritarian states emerged: economic factors;

social division; impact of war; weakness of political system

• Methods used to establish authoritarian states: persuasion and coercion;

the role of leaders; ideology; the use of force; propaganda

Consolidation and Maintenance of Power

• Use of legal methods; use of force; charismatic leadership; dissemination of propaganda

• Nature, extent and treatment of opposition

• The impact of the success and/or failure of foreign policy on the

maintenance of power

Aims and Results of Policies

• Aims and impact of domestic economic, political, cultural and social policies

• The impact of policies on women and minorities

• Authoritarian control and the extent to which it was achieved (Nature of the Nazi State) 
___________________________________________
Essay Questions

1. Evaluate the success of Hitler’s domestic policies between 1933 and 1939. 

2. In what ways, and to what extent, was propaganda important in the rule of Hitler? 

3. By what methods, and with what success, did Hitler establish an authoritarian regime? 

4. Assess the successes and failures of Hitler’s economic and cultural policies up to 1939. 

5. To what extent did Hitler and the Nazis achieve their aims with respect to transforming German society up to 1939? 

6. Evaluate the success of Hitler’s policies with respect to women and minorities up to 1939. 
7. Assess the importance to Hitler’s consolidation of power of the following: ideology, charismatic leadership, and propaganda.
8. Analyse the impact of Nazi ideology on minorities or women in Germany. 
9. Discuss the nature and extent of internal opposition to Nazi Germany. 

10. By what methods and with what success did Hitler deal with internal opposition? 
11. Analyse the nature [the basic or inherent features – characteristics] of the Nazi state. 
