How Do I answer to What Extent Questions 

French words to weigh the measure:

Assez

Complètement

Principalement

Dans une certaine mesure

À certains égards

Top of Form

Bottom of Form

These questions involve weighing up different components of an event. You may be considering causes, consequences or the level of, for example, opposition. Considering the question is 'to what extent', it is essential that you weigh up how important/significant that factor actually was. This should be done throughout your essay by producing counter arguments and concluding the overall significance of factors through 'Mini judgements' at the end of each paragraph.

In your conclusion, be sure to mention the specific factor included in the question. Sometimes, concluding that it was a combination of factors, but that one or two were more important, is the best opinion to take. 

Here's an example of how I would structure this question...

To what extent did propaganda  contribute to the Nazi Party's acquisition of power from 1929-33
1. Intro: outline your argument

2. Propaganda did help to raise the profile because...

But propaganda was limited because...

Mini judgement as to how important propaganda was (1-2 sentences).

3 As propaganda has limitations, it is arguable that *a different factor* contributed to the acquisition of power in 1933.

But *a different factor* was also limited because...

Mini judgement as to how important *a different factor* was (1-2 sentences).

Continue with this structure for 3-4 more factors. It is better to have fewer factors with more detail than more factors with less explanation. 

4. Conclusion:

Propaganda was an important factor because... but it was limited because (2-3 sentences).

Therefore, other factors must have contributed. For example, ... (briefly outline the significance of these)

It is most convincing to argue that it was a combination of factors leading to the rise of Nazism. Nevertheless, ... were the most important factors in contributing to the acquisition of Nazi power in 1933. 
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Including historiography in an essay, can be a challenge especially as most people haven't done it before. However, with a little bit of practice it will become second nature. 

It is important to note that if you do include historiography in an essay it needs to be relevent to the question and add something to your essay - otherwise there is no point. Furthermore, there is no point saying 'historian x said this' and then not analysing it, as it won't get you any marks. 

The whole point of historiography is to show the debate amongst historians on a particular subject. 

For example when answering a question on how well successful was Elizabeth I in implenting her religious settlement you could use historiography like this: 

Neale suggests that Elizabeth did not get the settlement she wanted as she was pressured by the Puritan Choir into a Protestant settlement. However, revisionist historians largely reject this idea as they do not believe that a 'Puritan Choir' existed, and that Neale only used this idea as he wanted to further his concept that the House of Commons since this time grew in power.' 

As you can see here I have managed to use a historian's view but then have analysed it and rejected it. This shows the examiner that you have a good grasp of the subject. Moreover, you can use this formula for any question regarding the religious settlement, or the political system. 

Therefore, historiography should not be considered complicated as if you learn a couple of historians views, you can modify and manipualte them to fit most questions.

In addition sometimes historiography is not needed, for example if there is very little debate on what/why it happened. 

Finally, historiography should not take up big bulks of your essay, as the examiner is more interested in what your judgement and evaluation of the events are, it is merely to support or further an argument.
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