March 2nd 1953 - Stalin died (stroke)

He built an empire on a framework of terror - terrorised everyone - alone - he became a victim of his own terror

he was well known worldwide

his image was everywhere (cult of personality) people felt that they knew stalin personally

he was haunted by paranoia in his final years

he used terror more than any other leader and justified this with political faith 

even the people that hated him mourned him

in photos he seemed loving towards his family however he treated them horribly

he used fear to manipulate people

he went from extreme poverty in childhood to absolute power

had a violent dad - alcoholic - severly and permanently injured stalins elbow 

read and wrote earlier than usual - praised by mother and felt like a hero to her

georgia - land of factions - learned to be fighters

studied marx's work - learned radical ideas in general

nicholas 2nd - absolute monarchy - brittle regime, secret police and threat of exile

marxism - take on russian empire and bring down tsarism - saw tsarism bringing problems - ideas appealed to him

organised huge demonstrations leading to a riot, deaths and injuries

9th july 1903 - stalin exiled

1905 - nicholas 2nd almost overthrown - close to full revolution

revolutionaries e.g. stalin became big political figures

lenin - bourgois intellectuals - needed ruthless and tough members - stalin - impressed by him - others were not 

loyalties - 1906 - revolutionaries arrested - informer (stalin)

1st wife died - no morewarm feelings towards people

wasn't affected by death or violence 

returned to russia - changed his name to stalin (man of steel)

returned to exile (4 years) in a camp

1st world war - unfit for military service

february 1917 - tsar abdicated

provisional government - stalin = bolshevik - factions = opposition

pravda - stalin appointed himself editor - went off of lenin's message - against lenin's ideas

stalin loaned trotsky - eclipsed stalin in early years 

stalin not good at public speaking - good at editing - lacked glory - lesser known than trotsky

3rd july - bolsheviks tried to seize power - backfired  - trotsy arrested and stalin issued a warrant

stalin master of misinformation

october 1917 - russia in crisis - bolsheviks start coup against provisional government - winter palace surrounded - forced the government out of power

stalin - peoples commissar - then part of the politburo

secretary of the politburo

lenin - introduced war communism 

civil war - stalin showed his skill as an agitator

grain problems arose - stalin tried to find a solution

no excess of violence was too much for solve grain problems

learned how to use absolute power

clashed with georgian bolsheviks

1921 - determined to prove proletarian credentials 

lenin relied more on stalin (too much of a workload for him - became general secretary

lenin decided to relax grain requisitioning - peasants allowed to sell some grain (nep)

may 1922 - 1st stroke - couldn't control stalin as well as before - fears grew

stalin became responsible for lenins medical care

lenins wife - secretary (krupskaya)

stalin told krupskaya to stop interferring with the party - extrememly rude - almost lost everything

this affected stalins testament - added a condemnation of stalin

secretary leaked this information to stalin

trotsky acted on lenins behalf - stalin offered trotsky concession in return to drop this issue - trotsky fell for this and stalin was reprieved

stalin read tribute at lenins fineral 

stalin used lenin's name to destroy people who stood between him and absolute power

collective leadership - rival was trotsky

trotsky described stalin as mediocre - fatal

stalin used power to destroy rivals 

made lenin appear as a hero to gain himself support

used lenin to justify actions

1929 - russia matched levels of industrialisation achieved before world war one

mission = russia to leap forward 50 years in a few years

wanted soviet modernity and industrialisation of the countryside

army to crush rivals

peasants destroyed if there was no co-operation

propaganda - showed richer peasants in films/videos - kulaks - responsible for food shortages - hoarding grain

grain requisitioning returned

used army against the peasants - deliberate violence - shooting, exiled etc

hundreds of thousands of peasants were exiled - never returned - sent to camps

stalins revolution - changed everything - resistance from bukharin etc

wanted socialism

5 million died - never told the public

stalins wife returned to leningrad with children 

stalin bullied his son into attempted suicide 

wife killed herself - stalin had no sympathy - saw it as a political betrayal as she agreed with bukharin's ideas rather than stalin's

stalin became close with kirov - political tension between the two

kirov became a rival/threat to stalin - stalin suspectedly ordered for him to be shot

1st december law - gave stalin the power to shoot people suspected of terrorism

zinoviev and kamenev seized in moscow and their deaths were ordered

in one year 100,000 people in leningrad were shot or imprisoned

stalin built a party that followed him

zinoviev and kamenev confessed 

1936 - 1st show trial - zinoviev and kamenev executed

terror spread 

religious terror - punished for unconscious sins (e.g they could have turned against the party etc.)

terror was organised deliberately - done by numbers not names

personally chose people to be sentenced to death 

approved thousands of death sentences before going to the cinema (?)

killed most people involved in the revolution 

turned focus to bukharin - show trial

blamed the head of the secret police for everything

20th august 1940 - soviet agents murdered trotsky 

1940 - stalin had turned russia into a powerful country

he believed he had neutralised the threat from nazi germany

2nd world war - stalins greatest miscalculation - shattered him

stalin withdrew from the cremlin

july 3rd - stalin broke his silence

crisis of confidence for stalin

stalin confessed to someone what he had done and they took it to the grave

crisis of 1941 changed stalin a lot

stalin had single handedly ran the war - he was ruthless

stalin made retreat prohibited - soldiers feared stalin more than hitler

stalin's son was taken captive - stalin disowned him

blood relations meant nothing to stalin

the government allowed the soviet union to be destroyed as they could afford it and in turn they won the war and conquered europe

one of the few good things stalin did for russia is introduce education and training 

he also managed to industrialise russia faster than the rest of europe (it took 150 years for the rest of europe to industrialise)

nearing the end of his 'reign' stalins physical and mental health was declining and his paranoia was increasing
