The Sino-Soviet relations began with the Russian Revolution of 1917, the formation of the Soviet Union and the Moscow Comintern, which provided support and direction for the fledgling CCP. The relationship between China and the United States during the Cold War was complex. It was a relationship of hegemonic rivalry in the Pacific and mutual suspicion over the other's intentions. Initially, both Soviet and US policies in China coincided. Both assumed that the KMT would eventually reassert control over China once Japan surrendered in 1945. Both also wanted Mao to accept the predicament and ultimately join a coalition government with Chiang. The Cold War exacerbated Sino-Soviet and Sino-American relations as China tried to endanger a fragile stability in Asia trying to exert and assert its power in Indochina and in neighbouring Taiwan. While Sino-Soviet relationship collapsed during the course of the Cold War ,Sino-American agreements beginning as turbulent and intense resulted in economical cooperation and political status quo during 1947-1979. 
Maintaining a friendly and productive relationship between Moscow and Beijing was crucial for the advancement of global socialism. In late 1949 Mao travelled to Moscow to meet Joseph Stalin for the first time. Recognising the need for unity at a time of growing opposition to socialism, Stalin and Mao signed a bilateral treaty called the Treaty of Friendship, Alliance and Mutual Assistance. Among its terms was a military alliance: if either China or the Soviet Union was attacked, the other would come to their assistance. More important to China were the treaty’s economic benefits, including a $300 million Soviet loan and the provision of Russian technical advisors. During the 1950s thousands of scientific, industrial and technical experts from Soviet Russia lived and worked in China. Their advice and leadership played an important role in the growth of heavy industry there. Drawing on the advice of Soviet economic strategists, Beijing committed itself to Stalinist models of development – including funding industrial growth with surpluses produced by collectivised agriculture. Despite this successful collaboration there were also signs of strain between Moscow and Beijing. Mao’s 1949 visit to Russia produced a successful treaty, however privately Mao felt that Stalin treated him as an underling rather than an important partner. In mid 1950 Mao committed forces to the Korean War, on the assumption that Stalin would involve Soviet forces and provide men, machinery and weapons. Stalin, however, did not wish to be drawn into open conflict with the United States. He confined Soviet involvement in Korea to air support and the sale of aircraft, weapons and munitions (for which he charged Beijing full price). During the Korean conflict of 1950-1953, UN and US continued to change their aims in Korea and decided on ‘the establishment of a unified, independent and democratic government in the sovereign state of Korea´.
Their actions illustrated that the conflict was no longer a war of ‘containment´ but an attempt to ‘roll back´ communism.

The Chinese delivered an ultimatum to the USA: stating that "If the Americans crossed the 38th parallel China would be forced to intervene in Korea´ On October 16, only two weeks after the ultimatum, 350,000 men from the Chinese Red army entered Korea when the Americans pushed alongside the borders of Yalu river. While General MacArthur called for military operations against China on 11 April 1951, George Marshall (Defense Secretary) stated "it is…our policy to contain communist aggression in different fashions in different areas without resorting to total war." One could argue that even within US the Chinese question was a matter of disagreement between military and political forces.
While the Korean War was politically successful for the Chinese, the costs to its already depleted economy were enormous. Mao felt exploited and betrayed by Stalin, who had failed to honour his earlier assurances. From the US standpoint, South Korea and therefore Japan had been saved and at that point USA could avoid an open conflict with China and continue with their status quo towards the Chinese question.
Following the end of the Korean War and Stalin’s death in 1953, Mao began to consider himself as the world’s senior communist leader. When In February 1956 Khrushchev delivered his famous ‘Secret Speech’, which condemned the personality cult, despotism, show trials, purges and violence that occurred under Stalin’s reign.  Khrushchev’s renunciation of Stalin placed Mao in an awkward position. While Mao privately distrusted Stalin, in public he had always given Stalin his full backing. Mao and the CCP, who hailed Stalin as the benevolent and visionary leader of international socialism, replicated Stalin’s cult of personality. For Mao, Khrushchev’s condemnations were a betrayal of Stalin’s legacy. The CCP responded by developing its own revisionist interpretation of Stalin and his leadership, which was articulated in the People’s Daily on April 5th 1956.   
While in power, Khrushchev signed a treaty with Austria granting its independence to open the way for improved relations with the USA and the West. The intent of USSR to thaw the relationships with the rest of the world made communism non- monolithic which irritated China and Mao decided to test the US commitment in Taiwan, which housed Chiang Kai Check’s, nationalist government, KMT, accepted at the time by UN and USA. Mao ‘s Red Army bombed islands of Quemoy and Matsu. The US response exemplified an aggressive response contrary to the prior verbal tension. Eisenhower responded strongly and suggested use of nuclear weapons as US wanted to show strength to other Allies. US were also confident that the Soviets would not support PRC as Mao waged the conflict without consulting with USSR. The Taiwan conflict appeared as a symptom more so of a tri-polar world versus a bipolar division of 1947 world where USSR and US got closer due to their being united against the PRC ‘s act of aggression. In the words of John Lewis Gaddis “Jiang claimed the effects of losing USA support would be so severe that his own regime on Taiwan might collapse”. When in 1958 Mao shelled Quemoy and Matsu again and built-up PLA troops in the area, US Navy vessels were fired on in the Taiwan Strait and US prepared for war. USSR watched the conflict closely but remained neutral. Mao stepped back from the brink and retaliated. US thought the PRC was an expansionist state and as a result, following the 1958 attack on Taiwan, US passed policies against China including a trade embargo with PRC and its entry obstruction to UN. US supplied huge economic and military aid to Taiwan along with aid programme for the region. US foreign policy encouraged a creation of Regional containment bloc, SEATO, and signed defence treaties with nations under Chinese threat.
 
China continued with intricate relations with both USSR and USA in 1960-1970s. In 1960, McCarthyism had an imminent impact on American policies towards China. These policies of ‘Containment and Isolation’ of China were continued under JFK. Both American and soviet governments condemned the failure of the Great Leap Forward or so-called  ‘Marxist-driven economic experiment’ and PRC’s willingness to sacrifice millions of Chinese in pursuit of rapid industrialization. Even though China exemplified the great changes that had occurred in the Communist world, China never pursued the brinkmanship of war again. Where Sino Soviet relationships will result in complete rupture in 60s and 70s, Sino-American ones will stand a striking contrast during the ping –pond diplomatic talks and Nixon’s visit to China.  For example, when USSR began withdrawing financial aid to Albania in January 1961, China immediately stepped in to supply Albania with technical and financial assistance. Mao was attempting to prove the leadership of China as the true leader of the Communist world. Albania similar to China also criticized Khrushchev for his ‘revisionism’ of Stalinist enlightened dictatorship. Move to support Albania was a clear challenge to Soviet influence in Europe .At the 22nd Congress of the CPSU in Moscow held on October 1961, Khrushchev attacked Albania’s leader Enver Hoxha, for his Stalinist ways, which was also interpreted as an attack on China. In response, Zhou Enlai dramatically staged a rehearsed walkout of the Congress. This ended diplomatic relations between the two nations with Khrushchev calling Mao an ‘Asian Hitler’ and Mao calling Khrushchev ‘a redundant old boot’. With diplomatic, economic and military relations ended between the two powers, it was not long until the rivalry became hostile. In October 1962, a dispute over the Tibetan border between India and China broke out into fighting.  The war ended in November with China taking disputed areas. Although officially ‘neutral’, the USSR had supported India by selling MIG fighter jets. Mao refused to allow the Soviet negotiator, Kosygin, to mediate the ceasefire. The most dangerous moments of the Sino-Soviet split came in the late 1960s. Disputes over a contested border in Xinjiang province in China’s remote northwest led to angrier words and a round of border talks that ultimately broke down. Through the second half of 1968, China and the Soviet Union built up their military presence in the region, to the point where more than 1.5 million soldiers were straddling the Ussuri River. In October 1968 Chinese defence minister Lin Biao said his forces were preparing for an invasion of Soviet territory. In March 1969 the first skirmishes were reported, with Chinese and Russian soldiers opening fire on Zhenbao Island. More clashes followed, leading to the resumption of talks in June. Between 350 and 700 soldiers, most of them Chinese, were killed in the intermittent fighting in Xinjiang. For a time the Soviet leadership even considered using nuclear weapons against its former ally. The death of Vietnamese communist leader Ho Chi Minh in September provided an opportunity for Chinese and Soviet leaders to restore diplomatic contact and resume border discussions. However, the relations between the two nations remained frosty and the border dispute was not fully resolved for another decade.
As far as Sino –American relations, in 1969, US eased trade restrictions and patrols conducted by US 7th fleet were halted. In fact, US changed policy towards PRC’s membership in the UN and “played “a ’Ping-Pong’ diplomacy when a US table tennis team competed in China. While the tennis team was playing, secret diplomatic talks between Henry Kissinger and Zhou Enlai took place .The climax of this change came with the historic visit in 1972 of President Richard Nixon to Beijing to meet the Communist leadership, including a very sick Mao Zedong. During the meeting a joint communiqué was issued, establishing a new relationship between the two superpowers.
There were many reasons why US has decided to ameliorate the relations with US. Vietnam situation had led US to believe that containment wouldn’t work there and it wanted PRC’s assistance in its exit strategy. US also wanted to put pressure on a Sino-Soviet détente as Nixon wanted to ‘make history’ and to attain this goal, he needed a public support in US for more constructive strategies. PRC had developed ICBM capability and US wanted to reduce its commitments in Asia.

By the end of the 70s, US realised that not all communists countries were the same, and the American government needed to adapt for the global diversity. From the Chinese stance, if PRC could warm up to US, then they could improve on their key foreign policy issues with UN and Taiwan.  PRC continued to worry about a resurgent Japan, so moderation against the West could only recover its standing at the time.
To conclude, Communist China played a key role in increased tensions during the Cold War trying to assert its power as an international communist leader while criticising both Soviet communist revisionism and American imperialism. PRC attempted dangerous brinkmanship of a hot combat in Taiwan and Korea. At some point, the world sustained a metamorphosis with the PRC ‘s ideological version of communism hence creating tri-polar world versus bipolar tensions between USSR and US. The Cold War exacerbated with Sino-Soviet relations ending in a complete rupture while Sino- American affiliations warmed up and grew into increasingly intertwined economy and partnership.
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