Nanking Holocaust Historiography 

1. Discuss the details of the Japanese behaviours during the “ China incident “of 1937, aka Second Sino –Japanese War.
2. How do you understand the Western expression where “murder “became  “ a sport for Japanese”?

3. How did the anti Chinese propaganda increase the rate of the desire to “massacre”?

a. Newspapers

b. Textbooks

c. Japanese cultural frame of reference vs Chinese cultural contempt

4. What made the Nanking massacre possible?

5. How do you understand “ When the soldiers reached Nanking, their expectations of revenge, sex, and goods combines with the heightened desire to male an example of Nanking and prove Japan’s dominance?

6. What were the Japanese revisionist thoughts on the raping in 1970 and then 1982?

7. History, Ethics and Writing history:

The Roman playwright, Publius Terentius Afer (186-159 BCE)-usually referred to as Terrence”) once wrote, “ I am human and therefore indifferent to nothing done by humans “.Is it possible for historians –and history students to write about or study such incidents as the ‘Rape of Nanking’ impartially, without making judgements. Even if it’s possible, do you think its either desirable or morally correct Not to make moral judgements about such actions and those responsible for them? Or should we –as fellow humans –reject Terrence’s position, and instead remain indifferent.

