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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

· Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
· Answer all the questions.
· The maximum mark for this examination paper is [24 marks].
· Read all the sources carefully and answer all the questions that follow.

· Sources in this paper have been edited: word additions or explanations are shown in square brackets [ ]; substantive deletions of text are indicated by ellipses … ; minor changes are not indicated.

· These sources and questions relate to responses to Italian expansionism (1933-1940)
Source I
From a speech by British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain to the 1900 Club (10 June 1936), reported in The Times. The 1900 Club is a very prestigious London Club for wealthy and influential people; after the speech, they cheered Chamberlain 'to the echo'.
I would like to make a few observations upon events of the last twelve months and their effect upon the League of Nations and the policy of collective security to which we have given so whole-hearted support with such disappointing results. The policy of collective security seemed to us, and I think it seemed to the people of the country as a whole, an attractive alternative to the old system of alliances and balance of power which nevertheless was unsuccessful in preventing the greatest war in history.

The circumstances in which the dispute between Italy and Abyssinia began appeared to offer an opportunity for the exercise of that policy which could hardly be more favorable for its success.  The aggression was patent and flagrant, and there was hardly any country to which it appeared that a policy of sanctions could be exercised with a greater chance of success than upon Italy. 

There is no use for us to shut our eyes to realities ... That policy has been tried out and it has failed to prevent war, failed to stop war, failed to save the victim of the aggression.
Source J
Extract from A History of Europe (1996) by J.M. Roberts, a historian at the University of Southampton and Oxford.
In 1935, Italian forces invaded Ethiopia [Abyssinia], an action clearly in breach of the Covenant of the League of Nations of which both countries were members. France and Great Britain were embarrassed. As great powers, as Mediterranean powers and as African colonial powers, they had to oppose Italy at the League. But they did so feebly and half-heartedly, for they did not want to alienate a country they would like to have with them against Germany if it ever came to struggle. The result was the worst possible one. The League failed to check aggression and Italy was alienated. Ethiopia lost its independence. This was one of several moments at which it looked as if a fatal error was committed. But it is impossible to say in retrospect at what stage the situation which developed from these facts became unmanageable and irreversible. Certainly the emergence of a much more radical and ferociously opportunistic regime in Germany was the major turning-point. But the depression had preceded this and made it possible.

Source K
Excerpt from a history book called Europe between the wars: a political history (1988), by Martin Kitchen, a British-Canadian historian at Simon Fraser University. 

The British government brought the question of Abyssinia before the League Council, largely to placate public opinion on the eve of a general election, fully expecting that sanctions against Italy would be so limited as to have no effect. Britain thus posed as the champion of collective security while continuing to negotiate a compromise settlement with Italy. This created a difficult situation, for the smaller states were pressing for oil sanctions and Mussolini had warned the British that if they supported these sanctions he would order air strikes against the Mediterranean fleet…. In December the foreign secretary, Sir Samuel Hoare, travelled to Paris and worked out the details of a plan with Laval whereby Italy would annexe a substantial part of the fertile plains of Abyssinia, the emperor would remain with his mountain kingdom and be given a corridor to the sea… the British government accepted the Hoare-Laval Plan, but public opinion was outraged at a government elected on a platform of support for collective security giving way to brutal aggression against a backward, impoverished and innocent nation…. The plan showed that Britain and France’s support for collective security was a sham and the League was further discredited.
Source L   Cartoon, “The Awful Warning”. This 1935 cartoon from the British political magazine Punch shows international politics like a stage musical. Britain and France sing to Mussolini: ‘We don’t want you to fight, / but by jingo if you do, / We will probably issue a joint memorandum, / Suggesting a mild disapproval of you.’ 

The 19th century song it parodies threatened war: ‘We’ve got the ships, we’ve got the men, we’ve got the money too.’
Questions:

9 (a)   According to Source I, what were some attractive opportunities of the League with regards to European diplomacy?









[3]

    (b)   What is the message conveyed by Source L? 





[2]

10.  With reference to its origin, purpose and content, analyse the values and limitations of 

        Source I for a historian studying international responses to Italy’s invasion of Abyssinia.
[4]

11.  Compare and contrast the views expressed in Sources J and K about the League’s response to the Abyssinian Crisis.
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12.  “[Collective security] has been tried out and it has failed to prevent war, failed to stop war, failed to save the victim of the aggression.”

Evaluate this statement with regards to the Abyssinian Crisis using the sources and your own knowledge.
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