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Mr. Blackmon

Source Based Analysis:  Prescribed subject 3: The move to global war
Japanese Invasion of China
[This Source Based Analysis is adapted from the 1998 Paper 01 IB History Examination]

Texts in this examination paper have been edited: word additions or explanations are shown in square brackets [ ]; substantive deletions of text are indicated by ellipses (three points ... ); minor changes are not indicated. Candidates should answer the questions in order.
The following extracts relate to Japanese foreign policy between 1936 and 1938, especially to the 
invasion of China in 1937. 

arily. 

DocumentA
"The Army's hopes regarding current foreign policies" Recommendation by the 
Japanese Army to the Japanese Government on 3 July 1938. 

1)
By strengthening the anti-Comintern axis and disposing of the China Incident decisively, to win de facto recognition by the Powers of our China Policy and persuade them to cooperate in the construction of a new China in accord with our wishes; to win their support for our posture; and by so doing to bring about a resolution of the Incident quickly and smoothly and also contribute to the success of the empire's foreign policy after the Incident has been settled.  ADVANCE \d 14

2)
To co-ordinate all diplomatic and economic activities on the principle of 'national policies first' . 

Document B
Cartoon from The Philadelphia Inquirer (an American newspaper), Hugh 
Hutton, 1937 
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THE SLEEPING GIANT BEGINS TO FEEL IT 
Document C
Extract from Robert Harvey, " The Undefeated." Macmillan, London, 1994 

With the seizure of power by the Control Group, which was committed to the annexation of China and supported by the major zaibatsu [Japanese Business corporations], events moved rapidly. A statement of principles was drawn 
up, known as the Foundations of National Policy. This asserted that Japan must 'eliminate the tyrannical policies of the powers in East Asia' and substitute 'cordial relations ... founded on the principles of coexistence and co-prosperity'. Economic expansion was to be achieved by creating a strong coalition between Japan, Manchuria and China. While the views of the Imperial Way faction 
urging war against the Soviet Union were now discredited, the army recognised the need to leave forces in Korea and Manchuria that were big enough to deter the Soviets from attacking. The army must also be strong enough to retain 'ascendancy in the Pacific' , said the principles. 


'Self-sufficiency' was required in important resources and materials needed for the nation's defence and its industry. 

Document D

Extract from Witold Rodzinski, "The Walled Kingdom ", Flamingo, London, 1985 

While it is possible to assume that the military operations launched by the Japanese in North China, which began on 7 July with the trifling incident near the beautiful Lukouch'iao (Marco Polo) Bridge near Peiping [Beijing], were to be primarily a part of the earlier process of expanding Japanese control, it is more probable that the Japanese felt impelled to embark on a general campaign, aimed at bringing about a total collapse of China, before a further consolidation of Chinese unity and resistance would render the achievement of such a result much more difficult. In starting the war, the Japanese counted on gaining a quick and decisive victory, basing this calculation on the undoubted superiority of their armed forces in equipment, training and organisation. Simultaneously, they banked on utilising the political divisions of the Chinese, and especially on the presence within the Kuomintang itself of influential pro-Japanese elements, willing to collaborate with the potential victors. The international situation also seemed favourable, for there was no indication that the Western powers would abandon the policy of appeasement, which they had followed so persistently during the Japanese conquest of Manchuria. 

Questions
1
Briefly explain each of the following:


(A)
The Control Group and the Imperial Way Faction (Document C)                             






(3 marks)

(B)
The Northern Provinces (Document B)


(2 marks)
2
With reference to its origin and purpose, asssess the value and limitations of Document A as sources of historical knowledge for historians studying Japanese foreign policy between 1936-38.




(4 marks)
3
Based upon Documents C and D only, how consistent was Japanese foreign policy between August 1936 and July 1938?    





(6 marks) 
4
Using the sources and your own knowledge, carefully explain why Japan attacked China in July 1937.






(9 marks)
Document A
"Fundamentals of National Policy" issued by the Japanese Government on 
7 August 1936. 
The basis of national policy is the need to consolidate national development internally and increase our prestige internationally through fairness and justice. Japan as the force for stability in east Asia in name and in fact must ensure the peace of the area and contribute to the well-being of men throughout the world, thereby living up to the ideals of the founding of our nation. Considering Japan's situation at home and abroad, the basic policies which she must adopt are to secure her position on the east Asian continent both diplomatically and milit

