Fidel Castro, Who Transformed Cuba

Please read the following article and the comments associated with the source 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/26/world/americas/fidel-castro-dies.html
NOV. 27, 2016

Re “Fidel Castro, 1926-2016: A Revolutionary Who Defied the U.S. and Held Cuba in His Thrall” (front page, Nov. 27):

One of the more charismatic leaders of the 20th century, Fidel Castro had an enormous impact on relations among the United States, Cuba and the Soviet Union. As important, he and his fellow revolutionaries drove a hated Cuban dictator from power and used that success to charm the left and sway liberal opinion to their side by successfully standing against an American military invasion and embargo and excising America’s domination of Cuba.

Although many Cuban exiles in Miami gleefully welcomed Mr. Castro’s death (“Miami’s Streets Fill With Songs and Reflection,” front page, Nov. 27), his impact on politics in the third world was positive, while the model health care system his government developed and the educational opportunities he provided all Cubans will remain as among his greatest domestic achievements.

Although the right detested him, those of us on the left respected his standing up for the poor, the downtrodden and the desperate masses of the developing world. A controversial figure for sure, he could not be pushed around by Washington, offending it by his very impudence and survival. In his time, there was no one like him.

PETER SCHWAB

New York

The writer is a professor of political science at Purchase College, SUNY, and the author of “Cuba: Confronting the U.S. Embargo.”
To the Editor:
For those who are mourning the death of Fidel Castro, let me tell you a simple story of a displaced family — grandparents and grandchildren who never knew one another, brothers, sisters and cousins separated by ideology, never to meet again in the flesh. That is the world Mr. Castro created.

My family left Havana for New York in 1962, when I was 5. We were lucky, for my mother, a recording artist, had an engagement in New York and was granted a special visa to leave. When we arrived in the United States we asked for asylum.

My mother and father knew that they might never see their parents, their siblings or their families again. They knew that I might never know my grandparents. But they had a small child and understood the danger ahead in Cuba. They were willing to leave everything behind for what they knew was safety and hope for a good future for their child in America. Our family grew, my two brothers were born here and my parents bought a home, raised a family and died in what for them was an adopted but foreign land.

As an American citizen I have enjoyed a great education and opportunities not afforded to much of the rest of my family in Cuba, whom I will never know. I am caught between a profound sadness for everything lost and a depth of gratitude for the life I’ve lived.

To the Editor:
Gasping, I read this long, grim account of Fidel Castro’s life and of the anticolonial, socialist revolution he inspired and led. The article seemed to me to ridicule the Cuban revolution.

Mr. Castro is described as a “rabble-rouser” who “swaggered,” “a self-obsessive zealot,” “a tyrant” — not as a brilliant leader of a guerrilla struggle and then president of a tiny socialist republic with the highest literacy rate and best health care in the hemisphere, just 90 miles off the coast of Florida and under constant siege.

I am one who has for many years wished that Mr. Castro could have trusted the progress of the revolution enough to allow for open elections. Under constant attack from the United States — economically, militarily and through propaganda — it is clear why he thought the revolution had to be protected by the revolutionary party that led it.

One can condemn Cuba’s prosecutions of gays, and I do. And one would have hoped that Cuba hadn’t imported from the Soviets a system of surveillance that is still active today. Fidel Castro’s revolution has failed to provide liberty for each and every Cuban, but consider our contemporary surveillance situation and our political prisoners.

When sentenced to up to 15 years in prison by the Batista regime in 1953, Mr. Castro said, “History will absolve me.” All in all, it has.

JILL GODMILOW

New York
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