	President Truman and the Cold War

The Cold War developed soon after the end of the Second World War. Historians disagree over its origins. Although allied, there were Soviet–American tensions in the Second World War. Suggested causal factors of the Cold War include Truman’s aggression, the US atomic bomb, Stalin’s aggression and insecurities, the Soviet takeover of Eastern Europe, ideology, and a traditional great power struggle. The Soviet threat to Greece and Turkey prompted the Truman Doctrine, in which Truman depicted the USA as good and the USSR as evil, and sought aid to help Greece and Turkey against the USSR. Truman implemented the policy of containment in order to halt Soviet expansionism, although critics said he was setting unrealistic goals for the USA. The Truman Doctrine led to massive American aid to Europe and the establishment of NATO. In the search for Cold War allies, the USA wooed Latin America and masterminded the Organization of American States, but Truman did not want to give Latin Americans the large-scale economic aid that they sought. The Cold War had a great impact on American society and culture. The first American ‘Red Scare’ occurred soon after the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, the second after the Second World War. This second Red Scare owed much to traditional American anti-Communism, the exaggerated patriotism generated by war, Soviet military strength, HUAC, the Truman administration, spy scares, the loss of China, the Soviet bomb, Republican political ambitions, the

Korean War and Senator McCarthy. McCarthy lost credibility by 1954, but along with the Cold War, he had greatly affected American lives. Some people lost their jobs, and popular culture was often propagandist and not particularly thoughtful.

	How to answer ‘assess’ questions




Questions that ask you to assess want you to make judgments that you can support with evidence, reasons and explanations. It is important for you to demonstrate why your own assessment is better than alternative ones.

Example

Assess the impact of the Cold War on US politics during Truman’s presidency.

1. For this question you need to consider how the Cold War affected US politics from 1945 to 1953. One way to consider ‘politics’ is to think of it as the balance of power between the Democrats and the Republicans. You should also consider the role McCarthyism played in Washington. Finally, events taking place outside the USA, for example in Korea, are worth examining. How did they have an impact on political decisions in Washington, DC?

2. First, take at least five minutes to write a short outline. In this outline, you could list the various ways in which the Cold War had an impact on US national politics. For example, you might include the following:
· Truman asked Congress for hundreds of millions of dollars for Greece and Turkey. Gave speech before Congress. Known as Truman Doctrine speech

· Not all agreed. Some felt Truman was about to embark on a global ideological crusade. But most agreed that Communism must be contained – here, there was Republican/Democratic consensus.

· Marshall Plan. $23 billion for Europe, little for Latin America

· 1949: Truman asked Congress for millions for less developed nations, including Latin America.

· Red Scares: late 1940s, early 1950s. Impact on Congressional elections. Republicans won control of House and Senate in 1946 elections. Republicans also controlled House Un-American

· Activities Committee. Republicans claimed to be able to wage the Cold War more efficiently – here, the Cold War polarized US politics.

· 1950: McCarran Act. Hunt for subversives.

· Senator McCarthy claimed Truman administration had Communist sympathizers in it. Witch-hunts began.

· Tydings Committee. Tydings was smeared with false accusations of Communist ties and lost seat.

· McCarthy helped defeat many Democratic candidates in 1952 elections including Adlai Stevenson.

· FBI role in searching for subversives.

· Even though McCarthy ended his career in disgrace, much damage had been done.

· Voter anxiety about the Cold War helped propel the USA into the Korean War and across the 38th parallel. This war greatly damaged Truman’s presidency.
I. Your introduction should state your thesis, which might be something like:
‘The Cold War had a significant impact on Truman’s presidency. This was partly due to the fear of Communism which, in some quarters, reached hysterical proportions.’ 
Be sure to raise the main themes you will discuss in detail in the body of your essay. 
These could include Truman’s policy of containment, how the Cold War influenced the 1946 and 1952 elections, and the role played by Senator McCarthy. 
Soon after he became president in 1945, Truman was entangled in the Cold War. The Cold War had a great impact on US politics, sometimes creating political consensus, such as when Democrats and Republicans agreed that Communism must be opposed, but sometimes polarizing politics, such as when the Republicans (especially McCarthy) accused the Democrat Truman of weakness in the face of

the Communist threat. The Cold War affected the result of congressional elections (1948, 1950 and 1952) and the presidential election of 1952 (Cold War fears propelled the USA into the Korean War, which greatly damaged Truman’s presidency).

II. In the body of your essay, try to explain the relationship between the Cold War and US politics from 1945 to 1953. You might devote one paragraph for each theme. These themes could be both domestic (for example, McCarthyism, US elections) and international (crises in Greece and Korea,). Be sure to discuss the relative impact of each theme you raise. One strategy would be to begin with the ones you think had the greatest impact and end with those that had the smallest.

III. In the conclusion, you should tie together the ideas you have explored and come to a judgment about how much impact the Cold War had on US politics during the Truman’s presidency.

Structure 
Introduction (2-3 sentences) where the first two sentences display an historical background and the third sentence is the thesis that juxtaposes your main arguments weaved together with the help of a conjunction (due to, as a result of, although, despite,)

Body (development of the points where each new point starts a clear tight topic sentence, within each body paragraph there is a presence of the critical analysis of the point supported evidentially by fine facts, details, opinions, perspectives, or historiographical school of thoughts) THE MORE FINE DETAIL YOU HAVE THE BETTER. Avoid clichés, and try to interpret your arguments. Be sure to include sharp citations from your memory
Conclusion (2-3 sentences) must explicitly answer your commanding verbs demands. You need to prove or disprove your point.
