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Please read pages 151-167 (chapter 11) 

1. Please take detailed notes on the background information with respect to Sino-American relations. 
2. Fully explain how tensions between the US and China increased during the 1950s due to the following disputes. **Include key quotes for each dispute. 
· Tibet, 1950 

· Korean War 1950-53 

· Taiwan 1954 and 1958 
3. Explain the main issues of dispute between the US and China in the 1960s.

· Taiwan

· Vietnam (see previous notes) and make reference to the Chinese children’s song on page 156. 

· PRC and Decolonization – Bandung Conference, 1955 

· US and PRC’s Cultural Revolution (see Mao notes) 
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4. Define détente. Why did détente between the US and China begin in 1969? Why was this time known as “ping pong diplomacy”? 
5. Why did the US want détente with the PRC?  What was the Shanghai Communique?  What do Sources B and C reveal about American motives to improve relations? 

While in Shanghai, Nixon spoke about what this meant for the two countries in the future:

"This was the week that changed the world, as what we have said in that Communique is not nearly as important as what we will do in the years ahead to build a bridge across 16,000 miles and 22 years of hostilities which have divided us in the past. And what we have said today is that we shall build that bridge."

6. Why did China want détente with the US?  Referring specifically to Sources A-D on pages 160-161, why did Mao seek better relations with the US?

7. What did China gain from détente with the US? Consider: UN membership and its results, Taiwan, and Japan. Refer to Source B for additional benefits acquired. 

8. What did the US gain from détente with the PRC? 
9. Although condemned as a human rights abuse, why did the events at Tiananmen Square in 1989 fail to negatively impact relations between the US and China? 
10. At the end of the Cold War what was China’s position in the world and its aims? Why was 1992 an important year for Sino-American relations? 

Essay Questions

1. Discuss the key causes of Sino-American hostility from 1949-1970.

2. Examine the reasons for, and results of, the Sino-American détente in the 1970s. 

3 Discuss the role of China in the Cold War. 
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