Sino-Soviet Relations, 1945-1990
Please read The Cold War text, pages 127-148 (chapter10) and reread Mao text pages 134149
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Document 1: “Our world will be written down in the history of mankind, and it will clearly demonstrate the fact that the Chinese, who comprise one quarter of humanity, have from now on stood up…” Mao Zedong, October 1, 1949
Questions 

1.  Explain the ideological differences between the USSR and China. 
2. What other differences kept Stalin from supporting Mao during the Chinese Civil War? Mao’s views of Stalin? 

3. Explain the Sino-Soviet Treaty of Alliance signed in 1950. What did China gain and at what cost? (see pages 139-140 in Mao book).
4. Why did it appear relations between the USSR and China were at least friendly during the Korean War and after Stalin’s death until 1956? 
5.  While relations seemed to improve after Stalin’s death, explain the three key issues that undermined this cooperation and caused increasing tension. Make specific references to Sources A and B on page 131 and to excerpts from Khrushchev’s “secret” speech below. 
Document 2: Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971), First Secretary of the Communist Party (1953-1964) and Premier of the Soviet Union (1958-1964) delivered the following speech to an unofficial, closed session of the Twentieth Party Congress on February 25, 1956. Although the speech was confidential, it was soon leaked to outsiders. 
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“We have to consider seriously and analyze correctly [the crimes of the Stalin era] in order that we may preclude any possibility of a repetition in any form whatever of what took place during the life of Stalin, who absolutely did not tolerate collegiality in leadership and in work, and who practiced brutal violence, not only toward everything which opposed him, but also toward that which seemed to his capricious and despotic character, contrary to his concepts.

Stalin acted not through persuasion, explanation, and patient cooperation with people, but by imposing his concepts and demanding absolute submission to his opinion. Whoever opposed this concept or tried to prove his viewpoint, and the correctness of his position, was doomed to removal from the leading collective and to subsequent moral and physical annihilation. This was especially true during the period following the XVIIth Party Congress [1934], when many prominent Party leaders and rank-and-file Party workers, honest and dedicated to the cause of Communism, fell victim to Stalin's despotism. . .. Lenin used severe methods only in the most necessary cases, when the exploiting classes were still in existence and were vigorously opposing the revolution, when the struggle for survival was decidedly assuming the sharpest forms, even including a civil war.”
6. What deep differences between China and the USSR were revealed at the Conference of Communist Parties in 1957 and Khrushchev’s visit to Beijing in 1958? 
7.  How did the question of Taiwan further divide the PRC and the SU? 

8. Reflecting on the Great Leap Forward, how did it further cause tension between the SU and the PRC? 
9.  How did Mao exploit the Albania issue to hit back at the Soviet Union? 
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10. Read Sources A to C on page 135.  What key points does each historian make about Sino-Soviet relations? Provide key quotes. 

11. Explain how the Sino-Indian War in 1962 raised tension between the SU and the PRC. 
12. Why did Sino-Soviet relations reach “new depths of division” during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962?  What was Mao’s view of Soviet actions and their policy of” peaceful coexistence”?  How did the Soviets respond to such criticism?  See Sources A, B, and D. 
13.  How did the Soviets, (under the leadership of Brezhnev in 1964) take advantage of the Cultural Revolution to attack China?  How did Mao respond? 
14. Explain the Sino-Soviet dispute over nuclear weapons? Why were they so divided on this issue? 
Document 3: “Modern weapons, guided missiles, and atom bombs were made very quickly and we produced the hydrogen bomb in only 2 years and 8 months. Our development has been faster than that of America, Britain, and France. We are now in fourth place in the world. This is the result of Khrushchev’s ‘help’. By withdrawing the experts, he forced us to take our own road. We should give him a big medal.”  Mao, 1964. 
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Document 4: “On the debris of a dead imperialism, the victorious [Chinese} people would create very swiftly a civilization thousands of times higher than the capitalist system and a truly beautiful future for themselves.  CCP Statement 

15. What effect did the emergence of Brezhnev as leader of the SU have on Sino-Soviet relations? What was the Brezhnev Doctrine – page 191.  Refer to Sources A and B on pages 142 -143. 
16. Explain the significance of the Sino-Soviet border war in 1969 and the clashes over Cambodia and Vietnam. 

17. Why did tensions between the SU and PRC relax between 1982 and 2000? What three issues continued to divide them during the 1980s? 
18. Why did relations further improve under the Soviet leader Gorbachev and PRC leader Deng Xiaoping?  How did the Tiananmen Square incident in 1989 reveal the differences that still existed between these nations?                                                                     
             










         Down with Soviet Revisionism, 1968 
19. What was the significance of the fall of the Soviet Union for China? 
20. Please read the article, Khrushchev in Water Wings: On Mao, Humiliation and the Sino-Soviet Split and explain the importance of clashing personalities as a cause for the Sino-Soviet split. 
Essay Questions

1. To what extent were Sino-Soviet relations impacted by ideology? 

2. Discuss the reasons for hostility between the USSR and the PRC between 1956-1989.

3. To what extent as the Sino-Soviet spit caused by the breakdown in the relationship between Mao and Khrushchev? 
4. Examine the importance of “peaceful coexistence” in the development of Sino-Soviet relations?
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