Stalin’s Emergence as a leader. Read the first 13 pages of the article from Spartacus and answer the following questions.

1) Discuss Stalin’s childhood and how it might have affected his future revolutionary career? 
2) Identify two different views (his mother’s and Stalin’s) that forced Stalin to leave the Tiflis Theological Seminary? 

3) Why did Stalin become a Marxist? Discuss his pseudonym names?

4) What year did Stalin join SDLP? How did his revolutionary career develop following his joining the party?

5) What intricacies of Stalin’s personality do we observe in Kutaisi Prison?

6) Why did Kato Svanidze regard him as a demi-God? What can be deducted about Stalin from that specific detail?

7) What was Stalin’s impression when he first met Lenin in December 1905 in Finland?
8) 8. Evaluate the importance of the following statement by Isaac Deutscher, the author of Stalin (1949) "Stalin was now an irreconcilable Leninist... The style of his polemics against the local bigwigs of Menshevism became more and more fanatical and bitter, reflecting both his sense of isolation among his comrades on the spot and the self-confidence imparted to him by the knowledge that he was marching in step with Lenin himself... His sense of isolation must have been the greater because of the passing of his two friends and mentors - Tsulukidze and Ketskhoveli... Ketskhoveli was shot by his jailers at the Metekhy Castle, the dreaded fortress prison of Tiflis; and Tsulukidze died of consumption.
9)  How did two years of revolutionary work in Baku change Stalin as a leader ? 

10)  Who appointed Stalin to the Bolshevik Central Committee? How did Lenin call Stalin at that time? How was Lenin’s opinion different from that of Yakov Sverdlov’s?

11) How did his biographer, Robert Service, describe Stalin upon his arrival to Saint Petersburg following the February revolution? What possible limitation can we find in that description?
12) How did Stalin and Kamenev take control of Pravda upon their arrival to SP?

13) Review how the Petrograd Soviet recognized the authority of the Provisional Government and how the PG responded to these demands.
14)  What was Stalin’s opinion on a socialist revolution at that time? Analyze the view of a western historian, Isaac Deutscher, towards Stalin’s middle-of-the-road attitude. What does it prove about Stalin?
15) What was Stalin’s reaction to the April Theses? How does that reflect on Stalin’s personality? Why do you think that it is important to recognize Stalin’s pragmatism as early as April, 1917 for the analysis of his rise tow power?
16) Please review Lenin’s appeal to the Revolution, the staging of coup d’état and why Stalin was named as Minister of Nationalities? 

17) What did Stalin promise to the national minorities of the former Russian empire during his November 16, 1917 speech?

18) What difficulties did Stalin experience while being the Minister of Nationalities? How did he solve these difficulties? What does it say about Stalin’s nature?

19)  How did Stalin secure a position within Lenin’s close nucleus during the Civil war?
20) How did Lenin’s pragmatism change the policy on national minorities during the civil war and what lessons did Stalin learn from Lenin’s “ massaging these policies “ ?
21)  Discuss Stalin’s administrative role in military matters during the war . How did Stalin deal with disloyalty?
22) What role did Stalin play in the organization of open and systematic mass terror against the bourgeoisie and its agents?

23)  Discuss Stalin’s marriage to Nadezhda Allilueva?
24)  How did the rise of factionalism and opposition within the Communist Party create a foundation for Stalin’s appointment as a General Secretary? What were the main aspects of his job and how was it perceived by the membership?

25)  Analyze Edvard Radzinsky, the author of Stalin (1996), quote on factionalism in the party: "Factionalism became punishable by expulsion. Lenin sought to stifle the very possibility of opposition. The wording of this resolution, unthinkable in a democratic party, grated on the ear, and it was therefore kept secret from the public."

26) What image of Stalin do we restore through Roy Medvedv’s prism?

27) How does Isaac Deutsch see the new position of the General Secretary? 

28) How early do we see Stalin exerting powers in the party? How did he manage to do so? Why does Lenin begin to worry about Stalin’s emergence to power? Examine the foreign trade proposition made by Lenin, presented by Stalin and addressed by Trotsky?
29) Where did Nadezhda Allilueva work? What did she discover? How could that harm Stalin’s career?
30)  Examine Stalin’s actions: In a fit of temper Stalin made an abusive phone-call to Lenin's wife, Nadezhda Krupskaya, accusing her of endangering Lenin's life by allowing him to write letters when he was so ill.
31) Evaluate Lenin’s response to the infamous phone call. "Comrade Stalin, having become General Secretary, has concentrated enormous power in his hands: and I am not sure that he always knows how to use that power with sufficient caution. I therefore propose to our comrades to consider a means of removing Stalin from this post and appointing someone else who differs from Stalin in one weighty respect: being more tolerant, more loyal, more polite, more considerate of his comrades. Stalin is too rude, and this fault... becomes unbearable in the office of General Secretary. Therefore, I propose to the comrades to find a way to remove Stalin from that position and appoint to it another man... more patient, more loyal, more polite and more attentive to comrades, less capricious, etc. This circumstance may seem an insignificant trifle, but I think that from the point of view of preventing a split and from the point of view of the relations between Stalin and Trotsky... it is not a trifle, or it is such a trifle as may acquire a decisive significance."

32) What happened to Lenin three days later ? How long did he live for ? 

33) What was Stalin’s reaction to his death? What was the response of Lenin's wife, Nadezhda Krupskaya?

34) Who was a pallbearer at the Lenin’s funeral?

35) To what extent can Stalin’s final words of his funerary speech predetermine his emergence as a singular leader of the Communist Party? "Leaving us, comrade Lenin left us a legacy of fidelity to the principles of the Communist International. We swear to you, comrade Lenin, that we will not spare our own lives in strengthening and broadening the union of labouring people of the whole world - the Communist International”

36) Who was supposed to replace Lenin following his death?
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