TASKS (YOU MAY WANT TO DO THESE AFTER EXPLORING THE QUESTIONS AND LINKS BELOW):

1. Identify which of the views in this slideshow are contradictory

2. Explain why they are contradictory

3. Identify any of the views from the slideshow which fit together

4. Explain how they fit together

5. Explain which of the views (or combination of views) you agree with the most as an explanation for Japanese expansionism into Manchuria in 1931

	SYLLABUS AREAS TO COVER
	KEY CONCEPTS TO GUIDE YOUR INQUIRY

	Section 1: Causes of expansion
The impact of Japanese nationalism and militarism on foreign policy


· How had Japanese nationalism developed up to 1931?

· What were the key characteristics of Japanese nationalism?

· What were the connections between Japanese nationalism and Japanese imperialism prior to 1931? eg: Annexation of Korea in 1910

· How was militarism built into the Japanese political system?

· What evidence is there that militarism in Japan was already showing destructive characteristics by 1931?

· Why was Manchuria a preferred target for Japans military?


Japanese domestic issues


· How would you characterise Japanese domestic politics by 1931?

· Who were the key individuals involved in Japanese domestic policies?

· What role had the military played in Japanese domestic policies by 1931?

· What evidence is there to link Japanese domestic policies to Japanese policy towards Manchuria?


Political and economic issues


· How did the Great Depression impact Japanese politics?

· How did the Great Depression impact the Japanese economy?

The impact on foreign relations


· Why did economic issues make Manchuria an attractive target to Japanese imperialists?


Political instability in China


· What connections had the Japanese had with Manchurian warlords?

· What was Chiang Kai Shek's main focus before and immediately after the Japanese seizure of Manchuria? How did this focus influence his reaction (or lack of reaction) to the Japanese invasion?

Links: Causes of expansion
Japan's Quest for Empire 1931-45 -This is an excellent overview and superb intro by Dr Susan Townsend
Japan's Military Aggression -Gives a good overview of some causes
Japan's Economic Expansion into Manchuria: Part 2: Bibliography -Gives an excellent overall introduction
Historiographical overview-Gives very brief overviews of much of the thinking on each of the topics above
Japan's Territorial Expansion -Has a nice map

Section 2: Events

Japanese invasion of Manchuria and northern China (1931)


· Which incident triggered the invasion?

· Who led this action?

· What was the Japanese government's reaction when they heard?

· What happened at the start of the invasion?

· What counter measures (if any) did the Chinese take to the invasion?

· What did the Japanese do once they had control of Manchuria?

· Describe the nature of the state they set up

· Explain why the Japanese chose Henry Puyi to be the titular head of state for their puppet regime?

Sino-Japanese War 1937–1941


· Describe the circumstances surrounding the outbreak of the second Sino-Japanese war

· Why were the Japanese unable to secure a quick victory in China?

· What were the major military actions?

· What happened in Shanghai?

· Why was Nanjing such an important target?

· What happened in Nanjing?

· Why is what happened at Nanjing still so controversial today?

· What happened at Nomohan? 

· Why was Nomohan historically significant?

The Three Power/Tripartite Pact 


· Define the tripartite Pact

· Explain why it was historically significant


The Outbreak of war in Asia-Pacific; Pearl Harbor 1941


· Why did Japanese planners turn towards Asia-Pacific?

· Why was Pearl Harbor an important target?

· Describe the attack on Pearl Harbor and immediate/short-term consequences

· Why did the Western empires fall so quickly to the Japanese advance?

· Assess the longer term consequences of the attack


Links: Events
The Sino-Japanese War 1937-45 -From Britannica, has some excellent newsreel footage
Japan's Quest for Power 

 HYPERLINK "http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/japan_1900_power.htm" \o "" 
and World War II in Asia -From Asia for Educators, has some excellent links and questions
The Tripartite Pact -A summary of the text of the pact

Pearl Harbour- From Spartacus schoolnet, includes the Tripartite Pact and primary sources

Pearl Harbour: A Rude Awakening -An overview essay on the run up to the Pearl Harbour attacks from BBC History

Section 3: Responses

League of Nations and the Lytton report


· How did the League of Nations react to the invasion of Manchuria?

· Who was Lord Lytton and what did his investigation reveal?

· What was the League's response?

· How did the Japanese react to the League's response?

· What did the Japanese response mean for the League? 

Political developments within China—the Second United Front
· What was the second united front?

· How did it begin?

· Which elements of the second united front played the largest role in fighting the Japanese?

· To what extent was the second united front a myth?

· To what extent was the second united front a reality?

· How did the second united front end?

International response, including US initiatives and increasing tensions between the US and Japan


· How did the U.S. respond to the Japanese invasion of Manchuria?

· Construct a timeline of responses to the invasion

· At which point in the timeline was war between the U.S. and Japan inevitable?


Links: Responses
The League of Nations and the Japanese invasion of Manchuria-For GCSE students but a useful starting point 
U.S. reaction to the Japanese invasion of Manchuria -Covers the Stimson Doctrine
Primary Source - U.S. Reaction to the Japanese actions -The US ambassador to the Department of State
	The Six Key Concepts and Inquiry Questions derived from them to consider as you study this unit. Even better if you make up your own.

Change


· To what extent were Japanese politicians responsible for changes in East Asian policy?

· To what extent was the army involved in leading any changes? 

· Which key events signified changes in policy? 

· Was it Japanese policy that had changed or was it that WW1 had changed the policies of the other nations and Japan was still following the old 19th Century model of Imperialism?

· It has been argued that there was no real change in Japanese policy towards East Asian expansion since the Meiji period if not earlier so how would you argue against this point of view? 

· What actually changed in Manchuria from before 1931 to after? 

· What actually changed in Japan from before the invasion of Manchuria to after? 

· How did international perceptions of Japan change after the invasion of Manchuria? 

· At what point (if any) did Japanese policy towards East Asia reach a turning point and take a radically different direction? 

· What evidence is there that this was really a turning point?


Continuity


· What evidence is there of significant continuity in Japanese foreign policy towards East Asia since at least the Meiji period? 

· While the conquest of Manchuria is often seen as a turning point, what aspects of Japan’s behaviour towards China and Manchuria stayed the same? 

· While the invasion may have been driven by rogue elements in the military was there any continuity with official policy? 

· To what extent did Japanese policy towards Manchuria mirror policies of previous governments?


Causation


· Which were the most important factors in leading to Japanese expansionism in East Asia? 

· Which factors were the direct result of policies by the Western powers? 

· Which factors were the direct result of Japanese domestic politics? 

· Which factors were the result of global conditions such as the Great Depression? 

· How did these three groups of factors interconnect? Which causes were the result of individual decisions? How did these groups of causes link together? 

Task: Write each causal factor on a card. Rearrange the cards to construct different causal explanations. Explain either orally or in writing which explanation is strongest in your opinion? Why? 


· Which alternative explanations exist?

Task: Using your cause cards from the previous activity, construct the second most likely explanation for the Japanese invasion of Manchuria. Explain either orally or in writing why this explanation is not as strong as the other?

Consequence

· What were the short-term effects of the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in i) Japan ii) Manchuria iii) Asia iv) globally? 

· Which of these short term effects were most important and why? 

· What were the longer-lasting effects i) Japan ii) Manchuria iii) Wider region iv) globally? 

· Which of these longer term effects were most important and why?


Significance


· Why is the Japanese invasion of Manchuria considered historically significant? 

· Why is it included in school curricula today? 

· Why was Manchuria so contested for so long? 

· Does the evidence support the idea that the invasion of Manchuria in 1931 was significant or are other events more so? 

· Is there any evidence that it wasn't significant?


Perspectives


· What justifications did Imperial Japan use for the invasion? 

· To what extent was Japanese foreign policy over Manchuria led from 'below' and dictated by the actions of relatively junior officers in the Kwantung army?

· What justifications were given? 

· Why have the native Manchurians been largely forgotten from the historical narrative? 

· What are different historical interpretations of the invasion and occupation of Manchuria? 

· What other groups have been ignored from the story of Manchuria? 

· Why is Manchuria part of global history?

KEY TERMS

· Puppet State

· Invasion

· Imperialism

· Nationalism

· Militarism

· Foreign policy

· Domestic policy

· Kwantung army

· Mukden Incident

· Lytton report

· Manchuria

· Manchukuo


PAGE  
1

