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STALIN Inside the Terror
PROGRAMME LENGTH 1 hour
SCREENING DETAILS Monday 9 March at 9.30am EST/ NZ
This program is an overview of the life and career of Joseph Stalin. It concentrates on describing and attempting to explain the origins of the policy of “terror” instigated by Stalin as leader of the USSR.

There are interviews with surviving family members and experts all of whom attempt some sort of personality “analysis” of the dictator to explain his behavior and policies. Another question that is examined is, given his record of “terror”, why was he so popular? Why did so many Russians mourn his death in 1953?

This could be an overview and introduction to a study of both Stalin and USSR in the post revolution period.

Dr Denis Mootz

Previewing required.

Scenes of summary execution could disturb students.

STAYING FOCUSED.

This is the data collection stage of the activity.

The detailed questioning is designed to ensure that students decode the visual and aural materials presented to them in the video.

The video programs can be stopped at the end of each section. This will allow students to share and discuss answers.

Introduction.

Note the terms in which Stalin is described in the introduction.

Why did his staff allow him to die? Implications?

 

Act 1.

Why was Stalin probably the most famous man on Earth?

How is his “popularity” measured?

Note the “image” that was projected of Stalin.

How did his “image” differ from the reality?

Note the comment on his use of “terror”. Result?

Why was he held in awe by millions of his people?

Why did those who detested Stalin mourn him when he died?

Note the question about the contradictions inherent in Stalin’s regime.

Note Stalin’s background. Implications?

What was Joseph’s mother’s dream for her only child? Result?

Note the role of his father in his life. Result? Implications?

Who plucked Joseph from obscurity? Result? Implications?

Why was the priesthood a good career?

What promise did Joseph show as a young man? Result?

Note Joseph’s experience in Tbilisi. Result?

What rival “religion” did Joseph encounter at the seminary? Result?

Note the description of the “court” of Nicholas 11.

How did the Czar maintain his “brittle” regime? Implications?

Why did Joseph leave the seminary? Result?

Why did Joseph adopt the name “Koba”? Implications?

Note his activity in Batumi. Result?

Note his sentence in 1903. Result?

Why was Siberia like a “university”? Result?

Note details of Ketevan Svanidze.

Why was Koba never at home? Result?

Note the events of 1905. Result? Implications?

Who was Koba’s new “hero”? Result?

Why was Lenin in Finland?

What did Lenin find in Koba? Result?

Why were others less comfortable with Koba? Implications?

Note details of the Okhrana. Implications?

Why is the 1907 death of Ketevan considered so important?

Note Koba’s relationship with his son Jakov. Implication?

How did Koba prove his worth to Lenin? Result?

Note the meaning of his new adopted name. Implications?

Note Stalin’s activities in St Petersburg.

Note details of Sergei Alliluyeva.

How did Stalin escape service in WW1?

Note the events of February 1917. Result?

How did Stalin reach St Petersburg?

Note his position in the Bolshevik party in 1917. Implications?

What “line” did Stalin take in “Pravda”?

How did Lenin react to this? Why?

How is this reported in the Stalinist “History” of the revolution? Implications?

Act 2.

Note events in Russia in October 1917. Result?

Note details of the Bolshevik “coup”.

Note Stalin’s role in the Bolshevik take-over. Result?

Note Stalin’s relationship with Nadezha Alliluyeva. Result?

Why was the new government in trouble after the move to Moscow? Result?

How did the Civil War suit Stalin’s “talents”? Result?

Note the controversy around Stalin and Nadezha’s marriage.

Note the description of Stalin’s “macho Bolshevism”. Implications? Result?

Why was Stalin worrying others in the “Party”?

What “medical” problems did Nadezha apparently suffer? Result?

Why did Lenin rely on Stalin? Result?

Who worked out the details of the position of General Secretary of the Party? Result?

Note the impact of the civil war. Result? Implications?

Note the events of May 1922. Result?

Who became responsible for Lenin’s “care”? Implications? Result?

Note Stalin’s “row” with Krupskaya. Implications? Result?

Note details of Lenin’s “testament”.

How did Stalin learn of the testament? Implications? Result?

Why did Trotsky co-operate with Stalin at this point? Implications? Result?

Note Stalin’s ‘tribute” to Lenin. Implications?

How was the Party to operate after Lenin’s death? Implications?

How did Trotsky underestimate Stalin? Result?

How did Stalin remove all opponents? Result?

What was the Stalin “revolution”? Result? Implications?

Who radicalized the people of Russia? Result?

Note the action against the “kulaks”. Result?

Why were the peasants starving? Result?

Note the implications of Protocol 111. Result?

Note the “categories” applied to the Russian peasants. Result? Implications?

Note the extent of the famine.

Act 3.

Why was Stalin’s “behaviour” a concern to his wife? Result?

Note details of Stalin’s children.

Who was Stalin’s “pet”?

When was it obvious that there was a major problem in the marriage? Result?

Who was Stalin’s male companion? Result?

Why did political tension arise in this relationship? Result?

Note the provisions of the 1st of December Law. Result?

Who was blamed for Kirov’s murder? Result?

Note the full impact of this event on the Party. Result? Implications?

Note details of Lavrentiy Beria.

What has recently been discovered about the “terror”? Implications? Result?

Note the work of the “Troika”, travelling court. Result?

What was Stalin’s role in this “terror”? Implications? Result?

Why did Bukharin become a “target” for Stalin? Result?

Note the overview of Stalin’s killing “spree”. Result?

Who was to carry the “blame” for this “terror”? Result?

How did Stalin remove Yedov? Result?

Note the fate of Trotsky.

Act 4.

Note Stalin’s apparent “achievements “ by 1940.

Note the relationship with Nazi Germany.

Note events of 22 June 1941. Result?

Why was Stalin “badly shaken”? Result? Implications?

Why was Stalin concerned that he might be arrested? Result?

How did Stalin finally respond to this new challenge? Result?

Note the report on Stalin’s religious epiphany.

How did Stalin “run” the war?

Note details of “Order 270”. Implications? Result?

Note the fate of Yakov Stalin. Implications?

Why was Yakov Stalin’s wife arrested after his death?

Why was Stalin’s “lack of human feeling” an asset for USSR? Implications? Result?

Note the cost of victory. Result? Implications?

Note the comment on Stalin’s “paranoia”.

Note the fate of Stalin’s family.

How did the people of USSR react to Stalin’s death?

Why was he recognised for his achievements?

EXTENSIONS.

Useful, interesting, challenging, books, sources and websites will provide materials to supplement and complement the History presented in the video program.

The data collected here should be used in the notemaking below.

The activity could be done in teams, groups, or by individuals, or as a class with teacher direction.

1. Draw up a timeline / chronological chart of the events described and discussed in this program.

2. Note details of Czarist Russia and Nicholas 11.

3. Note details of the Russian Revolutions, 1905 – 1917.

4. Note details of the Russian civil war.

5. Note details of the life and career of Joseph Stalin.

6. Note details of the main policies of Stalinist USSR.

7. Note details of the history of “secret” police in Russia and USSR.

8. Note details of the achievements of “Socialism in One Country”.

9. Note details of the “Great Patriotic War”.

10. Note details of Stalin’s contribution to the beginning of the “Cold War”.

ISSUES & INQUIRY.

Key issues and inquiry questions that have been raised by the video are addressed at this stage for discussion and research.

 

1. Why did Stalin do everything possible to modernize the USSR?

2. How did the USSR manage to defeat Nazi Germany in the Great Patriotic War?

PROBLEMS of EVIDENCE.

Questions of reliability and validity of the perspectives, evidence and sources presented in the video program need to be considered, tested and researched.

1. Did Stalin’s treatment of his own family suggest he had different expectations of them from other USSR citizens?

2. Why was Stalin so popular in an era where “terror” was used to control the people?

 

COMMUNICATING.

The key issues and inquiry questions are potential topics for debate, essay writing, reports, historical recount and explanation.

1. Write a REPORT on the GULAG.

2. Prepare notes (both sides) for a DEBATE of the proposition that

It is not possible for historians to analyse the “personality” of a figure from the past.

3. What were Stalin’s achievements as the leader of the USSR? 
