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The Second Punic War

Directions Use the information gathered from the reading to answer the following questions as completely and as clearly as possible.

1. When did Hannibal Barca begin his march to Rome AND when did he finally reach the Rhone River in Southern France?

2. By that point, how large was his army?  Be sure to identify numbers of infantry, cavalry, and elephants that he had!  (Yes he still had the elephants he started with!)

3. How long did it then take Hannibal to cross the Alps (Alpine Range) AND how much did this treacherous journey cost him, in terms of manpower?

4. By the time Hannibal reached the Po Valley in northern Italy where were Rome’s largest armies AND why had they been sent there and/or stationed there?

5. In December 218 B.C.E. (by the Trebia River) how was Hannibal able to decisively defeat the Romans AND how was this victory crucial to Hannibal’s later success on the Italian Peninsula? (Explain in detail!)

6. Briefly describe what the city of Rome’s situation was after another sound defeat near Lake Trasimenus.

7. In this time of need, who was appointed as dictator AND what tactics did he use against Hannibal over the spring and summer of 217 B.C.E.?

8. In the summer of 216 B.C.E., how did the newly assembled Roman army compare to Hannibal’s army when they met on the plains of Cannae?

9. What happened to the Roman army, and even their commanders, at the battle of Cannae AND how much of the Italian Peninsula was left in the hands of Rome after this battle?

10. Although Hannibal was obviously the dominant force on the Italian Peninsula by 216 B.C.E. why was he unable lay siege to and conquer the city of Rome?

11. Explain how Hannibal tried to improve his situation on the Italian Peninsula AND what did Rome do to counter this attempt.

12. By 212 B.C.E. which major power controlled most of Spain?

13. Over the next few years what allowed Rome to slowly conquer more and more territory in Spain?

14. By 207 B.C.E. why was Rome extremely anxious about their situation against the Carthaginians on the Italian Peninsula? 

15. Explain the series of events that took place in early 207 B.C.E. that allowed Rome to finally gain the upper hand in the wars of the Italian Peninsula.

16. Over the next few years Rome slowly reestablished its authority.  By this point how much territory did Carthage still control?

17. Where did the last battle of the Second Punic War take place AND who were the commanders of each side?

18. What were at least TWO things imposed upon Carthage by the Romans after their loss in the Second Punic War?

19. Explain importance of the Second Punic War to Rome AND its effect on that city’s expansion and authority during this period.
