The role of Soviet Foreign Policy 

Lenin and Trotsky saw revolution in international terms. When the Bolsheviks came to power in 1917, Lenin assumed that Communist revolutions would soon break out in other parts of the world. Indeed, Lenin was banking on revolutions in more advanced capitalist countries as a solution to the problem of how to create socialism in a country that was so backward in social and economic terms. Karl Marx had written that a proletarian revolution leading to the wholesale redistribution of wealth and eventually to the creation of a classless, Communist utopia, could only occur in advanced, fully industrialised societies. In October 1917, the Bolsheviks confiscated all foreign assets in Russia. This, combined with Russia's withdrawal from the First World War following the conclusion of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (1918), and the apparent threat of Bolshevik ideology contaminating other countries, led to foreign intervention in the Russian Civil War on the Whites' side. As Winston Churchill put it, Britain, France, the USA, Italy, and Japan were seeking to "strangle Bolshevism in its cradle " Russia's diplomatic isolation was emphasised by its absence from the Paris Peace Conference (1919) at the end of the First World War and by its initial exclusion from the League of Nations which was set up by the victor powers in 1920, chiefly France, Britain, and the USA (though the USA never joined the League). Foreign backing could not prevent the Whites' defeat in the Civil War by 1921; however, it confirmed the USSR's suspicions of the West, which characterised Soviet foreign policy throughout the interwar years.

The failure of worldwide revolution and Soviet isolation

In 1919, in order to facilitate worldwide revolution and to ensure their own ascendancy over foreign Communist parties, the Bolsheviks created an international organisation of Communist parties called the Third International or Comintern (short for Communist International). As predicted by Lenin, Communist revolutions broke out in Berlin, Bavaria, and Hungary in 1919. However, contrary to Lenin's expectations, all of these risings failed even though Bela Kun was in power in Hungary for over four months. Moreover, Lenin's assumption that Polish workers would rise up when the Red Army invaded Poland was proved unfounded and the ensuing Russo-Polish War (1920-1921) ended in retreat and humiliation for the Bolsheviks.
'Permanent Revolution' versus 'Socialism in One Country'

With no prospect of Communist revolutions occurring elsewhere for the foreseeable future, the Soviet leadership argued furiously about the direction of its foreign policy. Trotsky was still passionately committed to organizing worldwide revolution and became the main spokesman for this policy, which became known as Permanent Revolution .On the other hand, Stalin promoted an alternative strategy known as Socialism in One

Country', which argued that international revolution must be postponed and, in the

meantime, the USSR had to be modernized and a socialist economy created before the

USSR could seek to export socialist revolution abroad. The majority of the Party backed

Stalin's policy at the Party Congress in 1925.
Trade agreements

As early as 1921, Lenin recognized the need to develop commercial links with the West in order to help rebuild Russia's shattered economy after nearly a decade of war and civil war. The search for more foreign trade was an important element in Lenin's New Economic Policy (1921). The Russian Foreign Ministry was successful in brokering trade agreements with Great Britain, Poland, Finland, Germany, and Turkey in 1921.

 Isolation in the 1920s

In spite of signing trade agreements with many European countries, the USSR remained diplomatically isolated. It was not until 1924 that Great Britain officially recognised the

USSR, and not until 1933 that the USA did so. The USSR did not join the League of

Nations until 1934. The two 'pariah' states come together: Russo-German relations in the 1920s . It was perhaps unsurprising that the country with which the USSR developed its closest links in the 1920s was Germany, because both countries were 'outcasts', the USSR because of its Communist ideology and its commitment to promoting worldwide revolution and Germany because of its alleged responsibility for starting the First World War. Neither was invited to join the League of Nations in 1920. In 1922 the USSR and Germany signed the Treaty of Rapallo, which restored normal diplomatic relations and made provision for extensive commercial links between the two countries. In addition, the USSR secretly agreed that the German armed forces could train on Russian soil and that German industrialists could establish armaments factories in Russia in order to circumvent the military restrictions imposed by the Treaty of Versailles (1919). The USSR maintained close relations with Germany by signing the Treaty of Berlin in 1926, which was renewed in 1931. German engineers provided technical advice on Russian industrial projects in the 1920s.

Soviet policy towards China

Since the mid- 19th century, China had been increasingly weak and vulnerable to foreign intervention and exploitation. Tsarist Russia had joined in the attempt to further its influence in China and had established a protectorate over Outer Mongolia. Russo-Japanese rivalry over Manchuria and Korea had led to the Russo-Japanese War (1904- 1905). The Chinese Empire had collapsed in 1911, resulting in the country being segmented by a series of warlords. By 1921 two Chinese political parties had emerged, dedicated to reunifying China and making it a great power: The Nationalists (Guomindangor GM D) and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). The Russian leadership saw an opportunity to promote Soviet influence in China by helping one or both of these Chinese parties to overthrow the weak Beijing government which the Western governments recognised. However, there was a major dispute between Stalin and Trotsky on this issue; Trotsky favoured backing the CCP whilst Stalin believed that the CCP was too small and so argued for pressing the CCP into an alliance with the much bigger GMD. It was Stalin's view that prevailed; Comintern provided advice, training, and money to the GMD-CCP alliance and helped broker the First United Front (1923) between them. However, Stalin's strategy proved disastrous when, in 1927, Chiang Kai-shek, the GMD leader, turned on the CCP and massacred thousands of them in the White Terror. Chiang then established himself as President of China, with the decimated remnant of the CCP licking its wounds in the remote Jiangxi province. When Mao Zedong emerged in the mid-1930s as leader of the CCP, he developed his own brand of communism and kept the CCP largely independent of Russian influence.

