From wartime allies to post-war enemies
1945–47

After the Second World War ended, the Grand Alliance between Britain, the US and the USSR came under increasing pressure as all three powers had diverging aims. The abrupt termination of Lend-lease supplies, disagreement over the United Nations and the control of nuclear weapons increased the tension between the three former allies. The Potsdam Conference temporarily produced compromise agreements on Germany and Poland. Four-Power control in Germany rapidly exposed divisions between the powers. There was disagreement on reparations, and in January 1947, Britain and the US took the first step towards the partition of Germany by establishing Bizonia.

The year 1947 was pivotal in the collapse of theGrand Alliance and the start of the Cold War. In March 1947, in response to a communist rebellion in Greece, pressure on Turkey, and Britain’s growing economic weakness, US President Truman announced theTruman Doctrine. This was followed in June by the Marshall Plan, which offered financial aid to Europe.

Fearing that the Plan would enable the US to interfere with the economies of eastern Europe, Stalin created the Cominform and vetoed any acceptance of the Marshall Plan by the eastern European states. The USSR also began to consolidated its grip on these states. In reaction to this, western European states looked increasingly to the US for economic aid and military protection.
