I. Topic 10: Authoritarian States – 20th Century

Emergence of Authoritarian States

1. “The rise to power of authoritarian leaders was the result of the failure of existing regimes to address the economic problems of the population.” With reference from two leaders, each chosen from a different region, to what extent do you agree with this statement?

2. Assess the importance of each of the following in the rise to power of one authoritarian leader: errors made by rivals; the use of propaganda; popular support.

3. Evaluate the contribution of economic instability and lack of a united opposition to the rise to power

of two authoritarian leaders, each chosen from a different region.

4. “The rise to power of authoritarian or single-party leaders depended upon the use of force rather than

popular support.” With reference to two leaders, each chosen from a different region, to what extent

do you agree with this statement?

5. Analyse the importance of ideology in the rise to power of two authoritarian leaders, each chosen from a different region.

6. Assess the importance of the following conditions on the emergence of one authoritarian state: social divisions, the impact of war, and the weakness of the existing political system.

7. Compare and contrast the methods that helped the rise to power of authoritarian leaders.

Consolidation and Maintenance of Power

1. Analyse the importance of foreign policy on the maintenance of power for two authoritarian rulers, each chosen from a different region.

2. Assess the extent to which ideological appeal aided the rise and rule of one authoritarian leader.

3. “Successful economic and social policies were essential for an authoritarian leader’s maintenance of power.” To what extent do you agree with this statement?

4. “Authoritarian leaders use political policies to maintain power.” With reference to one authoritarian ruler, to what extent do you agree with this statement?

5. Analyse the methods used to maintain power by two authoritarian rulers, each chosen from a different

region.

6. Assess the importance of the use of legal methods, charismatic leadership and the dissemination of propaganda to consolidate and maintain an authoritarian state.

7. “In order to achieve and retain power a leader of an authoritarian state needed to be ruthless, blind to human suffering and yet charismatic.” To what extent do you agree with this assertion?

8. To what extent was the use of legal methods the most important way for an authoritarian ruler to consolidate and maintain power?

9. Identify the nature and extent of opposition to one authoritarian ruler, and assess the methods used to deal with such opposition.

10. In what ways, and with what success, did one authoritarian ruler deal with internal opposition?

Aims and Results of Policies

1. How successfully did one authoritarian ruler implement his political policies?

2. Evaluate the impact of the economic and social policies of two authoritarian leaders, each chose from a different region.

3. Examine the successes and failures of two authoritarian leaders each chosen from a different region.

4. With reference to one authoritarian state, examine its impact on the lives of its citizens

5. To what extent did two authoritarian rulers, each chosen from a different region, fulfill the promises made during their rise to power?

6. How and why was propaganda used by two authoritarian leaders, each chosen from a different region?

7. In what ways, and with what success, did one authoritarian rule deal with domestic challenges after gaining power?

8. Compare and contrast the status and treatment of women or minorities in two authoritarian states, each chosen from a different region.

9. Assess the aims and impact of the cultural polices in two authoritarian states, each chosen from a different region.10. To what extent did one leader achieve an authoritarian state? 
