What caused the collapse of the USSR and the end of the Cold War?
 

Sudden Collapse of the USSR


· Christmas Day 1991 – Gorbachev resigned as President à USSR ceased to exist

· Unexpected

· 1989 – collapse began, communist governments fell in Eastern Europe

· Reagan’s arms race? Or Gorbachev’s reforms

 
Role of Gorbachev


· Gorbachev became leader in 1985

· Two reform policies – Glasnot and Perestroika

· Glasnot – more democracy within USSR, allow scrutiny gainst government

· Perestroika – changes to the command economy, allowing private business

· Similar to 1978 Deng Xioaping reforms

· Knew USSR couldn’t compete with US in arms race

· Reagan’s Strategic Defence Initiative was too technically advanced

· Chernobyl highlighted nuclear dangers

· Nov 1985, Geneva – Reagan and Gorbachev agreed a nuclear mustn’t happen

· Oct 1986, Reykjavik – Disagreements over SDI but discussed arms control

· Dec 1987, Washington – abolished land-based nukes, inspections, INF treaty signed

· May 1988, Moscow – Arms reduction, Reagan no longer believes evil empire

· Gorbachev and Reagan got on well, wanted to end the war

· 1988 – Gorbachev withdraws troops from Afghanistan

· 1989 Malta Summit – George HW Bush announces Cold War is buried under the Med

 
Role of Reagan


· Some historians argue Reagan ended the war through policies

· 1982 – Reagan starts ‘New Cold War’, increases military spending by 13% and introduced SDI

· Many credit Reagan for be willing to negotiate

· Robert McMahon – “ willing to moderate”

 
Economic Collapse – Long Term Causes 


· 1982 – Soviet economy was near collapse

· Prompted Gorbachev reforms

· Under Brezhnev USSR had nuclear parity, spent 25% of GDP

· Afghan war commitments

· Giving billions to Cuba, Vietnam and Eastern Europe

· Command economy was failing

· Rampant corruption, no motivation/innovation/efficiency

 
Ideological Collapse – Long Term Causes


· Stalin’s ideology indoctrinated people

· By 1980’s his promises hadn’t come true

· World revolution hadn’t occurred, increase in crime, still religion, and nationalism

· Faith in the system was eroding

 
Social Collapse – Long Term Causes


· Soviet’s growing up in 70’s and 80’s had no opportunities

· Young people got free education and indoctrination à no faith in system when they couldn’t get a job

· Alcoholism and anti-social behavijour became rampant

 
Nationalist Feeling – Long Term Causes


· Grew in Eastern Europe in 1980’s

· East Germany, Poland and Czechoslovakia grew disillusioned with communists

· Many had access to radio and TV from the West

· They could see the difference

· Now allowed to criticise the government after Glasnost

· Dec 1988 – Gorbachev told UN he was cutting troops in the Warsaw pact

· Overturn of Brezhnev Doctrine

· Not using force to control Eastern Europe

 
Events of 1989


· May 1989 – Hungarian government stopped patrolling it’s Austrian border

· Tens of thousands of East Germans went to Hungary on holiday and never came back

· Polands ‘Solidarity’ union won the first free elections there

· First country not be ruled by Communists

· Gorbachev didn’t use force to support the communists

· By October, people from East Germany were fleeing to Austria or protesting

· Erich Honecker wanted to use force to put the protest down

· Gorbachev told Honecker USSR wouldn’t support any force

· Collapse of the Berlin Wall after easing of travel restrictions

· Janos Kador, Hungary’s leader, was sacked by reform communists

· Free elections by 1990

· Czechoslovakia – Velvet Revolution led to free elections

· Romania – President used force to put down the protests, Army turned on him and executed him

 
Collapse of USSR


· Collapse of communists led to calls for freedom from USSR

· 1991 – Estonia, Latvia, and Lithunia, all declared independence

· Gorbachev became unpopular due to lack of economic change

· August 1991 – hard-line commies attempted a coup, defeated by President Boris Yeltsin

· Yeltsin restored Gorbachev as President

· Gorbachev resigned on 25th December 1991

· Replaced by Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

· Russia became the Russian Federation, and Boris Yeltsin was the first president
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Introduction
Between 1968 and 1980, the United States government employed a policy of détente on Communism. Originally used by Richard Nixon, it became his lasting legacy, however, it is a source of controversy. Some historians argue that it never achieved what it was meant to achieve, whilst other would argue that it was actually a success. 

Paragraph 1/2


· Reduction of tensions

· Nuclear arms reduction --> Salt 1 and 2

· Improved relations with China --> Nixon visit in '72

· Moscow and basic treaty

Paragraph 3

· Failures

· Yom Kippur

· Africa 

· Afghanistan

· USSR economic failures


Conclusion
This historian would argue that détente was in fact a success. I don't believe that Nixon thought that détente would end the Cold War, I think he just wanted to reduce tensions. If you base it on whether the policy reduced tensions, you would have to argue that it did. 


Was détente a success or failure?
 

What was détente?
· Relaxation of tension 

· 1968 - 1980 all of the Cold War countries wanted stability

· Nixon came to power and wanted this

· Didn't alter the nature of the conflict

· Still competing for power in the Middle East and Africa

· Collapsed with the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979

Success?
· Reduced tensions

· Nuclear arms reductions

· Strategy to manage Cold War competition

· Better relations with China

· Stability in Europe

· Never intended to end the arms race

Failure?
· Allowed Soviet to strengthen it's economy

· Nuclear parity was restored with the US

· Soviet 'trick'

· Cold War moved to Middle East and Africa

· Soviets invaded Afghanistan 

· Continued arms race

Soviet reasons for détente
· USSR's economy was stagnating by the late 1960's

· Planned economy prioritised arms production over consumer goods

· Low living standards fuelled unrest

· 1969 - Sino-Soviet relations were in tatters

· Short border war

· USSR wanted to isolate China

· Nuclear parity

American reasons for détente
· Vietnam War had isolated the US internationally and caused tensions

· Sucked up billions of US dollars

· Nothing to stop Communism spreading

· US needed a way  out

· 'Realpolitik' - Henry Kissinger

· Foreign policy that could more flexibly expose divisions between the USSR and China

· Would put pressure on North Vietnam 

China's reasons for détente
· Sought better relations with US

· Deter and gain leverage of USSR

· Wanted to regain Taiwan

· Wanted access to Western technology (oil extraction)

· Sought better trade relations with the West

European reasons for détente
· Crises of 1960's over Cuba and Berlin had worried Europe

· Front-line of nuclear war

· 1968 - Encouraged protests in Czechoslovakia and France 

· Both East and West were aware of the need to improve relations

· Willy Brandt - Chancellor of West Germany - called for 'Ostopolitik'

· Soviet Bloc was keen for formal peace treaty

· Acceptance for the division of Germany

1972 - Salt 1
· Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty

· Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty 

· Only allowed in 2 sites

· No more than 100 missiles

· Both sides felt secure

· Undermined the idea of deterrence

· Interim Treat


· ​Placed limites on ICBM's and Submarine Launched Ballistic Missiles

· Basic Principles Agreement


· Created rules for the conduce of nuclear war

· Committed both sides to promote 'peaceful co-existence'

· Spirit of co-operation

· Institutionalised arms control

· Nixon visited Moscow in 1972 and 1974

· Brezhnev visited Washington in 1973

· Regulated nuclear war

· Didn't disarm the countries

Salt 2 - 1979
· 5 years of negotiation

· Limit on nuclear delivery vehicles

· Ban on testing new types of ICBM's and new weapons systems

· Negotiations were criticised within the USA

· Many believed that it limited US power

Success of Détente in Europe
· 1970 Moscow Treaty - signed by USSR, West Germany, and Poland, accepted East-West German border, and accepted Polish-East German border

· 1972 Quadripartite Protocal - Confirmed division of Berlin, legally allowed West access, thereby ensuring security

· 1972 Basic Treaty - East and West accepted each other

· 1973 Agreement on the Prevention of Nuclear War

· Huge reduction in tensions between the Germany's

· UN recognised West and East Germany

· West Germany even stopped calling for reunification

· Many Americans felt that the agreements gave legal recognition to Soviet control

Success of détente in China
· 1972 Nixon visit

· USA dropped its objections to China

· Took a seat on the UN Security Council

Success of détente in Helsinki
· 1973 - 1975 

· Final Act Agreement / Helsinki Accords

· Committed both sides to co-operation

· Basket 1 - Security - Europe's frontiers were inviolable

· Basket 2 - Cooperation - Closer ties in economics, science and culture

· Basket 3 - Human Rights - Respect for human rights and individual freedom on both sides

· US believed that USSR would give political freedom 

· USSR was pleased to get acceptance of Europe's borders

Why did détente fail? - Yom Kippur
· 1973 - Yom Kippur War

· Egypt and other Arab states launched an attack on Israel

· Six Day War

· Israel was an American ally

· Agreement on the Prevention of Nuclear War

· Shocked by the attack of Soviet Allies

Why did détente fail in Africa?
· 1975 - USSR massively increased its funding for the Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola

· Repeated in 1977 - Military supplies were sento to Ethiopia when he invaded Somalia

Why did détente fail - economics?
· 1970's - US economy was strong

· Set up G7

· US now needed less trade support from the Soviets

· Soviets were struggling economically

· 3% growth, and couldn't keep up with US economy


Afghanistan
· USSR seeked to undermine the balance of power in the world

· US refused to sign SALT 2

· Committed to intervention 

· Boycotted 1980 Moscow Olympics


Second Cold War of 1980's
· 1980 - Ronald Reagan came to office 

· 'Evil Empire'

· Believed that US could win by being more aggressive

· Increased defence spending by 13%  in 1982, and 8% the following 2 years

· 'Star Wars' - laser to destroy weapons

· Reagan increased support for anti-Communist regimes in El Salvador, Nicaragua

· Brezhnev died in 1982

· Yuri Andropov and Konstantin Chernenko replaced him

· Frail old men who didn't ease tensions

· 1983 - USSR shot down a Korean airline flying from the US to Korea
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Tibet , 1950


· 1950 – PLA invaded Tibet

· Mao viewed this as a domestic concern (viewed Tibet as part of China)

· Tibetans were treated brutality

· US sayed China was using expansionism

· Dalai Lama ‘cultural genocide’

 
Korean War, 1950 – 1953


· US State Deparment believe the NK attack was under the direction of Stalin and Mao

· ‘Joint venture’

· Mao agreed to the attack but wasn’t involved

· PRC was focused on Taiwan and Tibet

· Soviets were boycotting the UN so couldn’t use veto against sending troops to Korea

· Mao condemned American action

· US said the North had been the ‘agressors’

· Zhou Enlai asserted that US troops were imperial invaders

· PRC organized mass demonstrations in China

· Warned the Americans that it would have to intervene

· PRC attacked across the Yalu river

· By the time of the truce, 1 million Chinese had died

 
Korean War Impact


· Open conflict between the two countries

· Panmunjom Armistice didn’t bring improvements

· Americans were previously relectunt to gaurentee protection to Taiwan

· But the war chagned that

· Mao was less in awe of the potentional military might of the US

· PRC were weakned by Korean War

· Loss of life and economic cost of the war

· Politically strengthened the CCP

· Emphasised that Chinese blood was spilt for ‘international Communist cause’

 
Taiwan 


· PRC hadn’t tried to take Taiwan before

· Taiwan was well defended

· PRC wasn’t confident in it’s air power or landing craft

· US Navy Seventh Fleet was there

· 1954 – Mao decided to test the US commitment

· Bombed islands of Quemoy and Matsu

· Eisenhower responded strongle

· Suggested use of nuclear weapons

· US wanted to show strength to other Allies

· Also confident that the Soviets wouldn’t support the PRC

· John Lewis Gaddis “Jiang claimed the ffects of losing them would be so severe that his own regime on Taiwan might collapse”

· 1958 – Mao shelled Quemoy and Matsu again and built-up PLA troops in the area

· US Navy vessels were fired on in the Taiwan strait

· US prepared for war

· Mao stepped back from the brink

· US thought the PRC was an expansionist state

· US policies against China

· Trade embargo with PRC

· Obstruction of PRC’s entry to UN

· Huge economic and military aid to Taiwan

· Aid programme for the region

· Regoinal containment bloc – SEATO

· Defence treaties with nations under Chinese threat

 
Sino-American Cold War in 1960’s


· McCarthyism had an impact on American policies towards China

· Policies were continued under JFK

· ‘Containment and Isolation’ of China

· US government used the failure of the Great Leap Forward

· ‘Marxist-driven economic experiment’ and PRC’s willingness to sacrifice millions of Chinese in pursuit of Communisim

· Key issues

· Taiwan

· Vietnam

· Decolonization movements

· Chinese Cultural Revolution

 
US, PRC and Taiwan 


· PRC persisted in its demands for reunification of Taiwan with the mainland

· Margaret MacMilllan “The existance of a separate government and another China was an affront to the Chinese nation and to Chinese nationalism”

· No return to the brink of war but still very important

· Any improvement to relations could only occur when Taiwan no longer existed

 
US, PRC and Vietnam


· Vietnam war heightened tension

· PRC condemned US ‘imperialism’

· Mao claimed UN was dominated by imperialist Western policies

 
PRC and decolonization


· PRC wanted to replace USSR as world leader of revolution

· Anti-colonial movement

· Bandung Conference in 1955:

· Zhou Enlai asserted that the US was the key danger to world peace

· Conference in response to US setting up SEATO

· 29 Asian and African states showed their neutrality

· In 1966 Dean Rusk outline US policy towards China

· USA doesn’t seek to overthrow the PRC

· USA objects to PRC inolvement in the affairs of othe countries

· PRC shouldn’t be underestimate

· China didn’t have the resources to make a definitive difference

· Even when it had nuclear weapons, it didn’t have the delivery systems to use them abroad

· PRC threat may have been ‘exaggerated’

 
USA and PRC’s Cultural Revolution


· Led to a collapse in the PRC’s ability to conduct foreign policy

· ‘Out-of-control’ fanatacism of the Maoist leadership

· PRC was seen as a danger to the region

· During the CR, Chinese increased ferocity of their attacks on the US

· PRC feared a US attack aimed at bringing a regime change

· PRC leadership also feared a Soviet attack

 
Sino-American détente in the 1970’s


· 1969 – US eased trade restrictions

· Patrols conducted by US 7th fleet were halted

· US changed policy towards PRC’s membership of the UN

· ‘ping-pong’ diplomacy

· US table tennis team competed in China

· 1972 – Nixon visted Beijing

 
Why did this happen?


· Vietnam situation had led US to believe that containment wouldn’t work there à wanted PRC’s assistance in its exit strategy

· US wanted to put pressure on a Sino-Soviet détente

· Nixon wanted to ‘make history’

· Public support in US for more constructive strategies

· PRC had developed ICBM capability, dangerous to not have contact

· US wanted to reduce commitments in Asia

· US realised that not all communists countries were the same, needed to adapt

· PRC wanted to focus on USSR

· China could gain key foreign policy issues (UN, Taiwan)

· PRC was worried about a resurgent Japan

· Moderation against the West would improve its standing

 
UN membership


· 1965 – Adlai Stevenson outline why the PRC shoudn’t be recognised

· Come to power through force, not democracy

· Record of aggression

· Sponsored revolutionary groups

· Taiwan had an honourable record

· 1970 – General Assembly finally voted in favour of moving the Chinese seat to Beijing

· but the 2/3rds majority wasn’t reached

· US initiated the 2 China’s policy

· This solution was rejected by both

· 1971 – Nixon announces they will no longer oppose

 
Result in Taiwan


· Zhou ‘That place is no great use for you, but a great wound for us’

· 1972 Nixon ‘The ultimate relationship between Taiwan and the mainland is not a matter for the US to decide’

· Didn’t want to ‘give up’ Taiwan

· Jimmy Carter established full relations in 1979

· Arm sales to Taiwan were also halted

· Carter was defeated by Communist hater Ronald Reagan in 1980

· Reagan committed to protecting Taiwan

· Renewed the Cold War

 
Japan


· Improved relations with PRC

· 12 August 1978 – Signed a friendship agreement

· Relationship developed economically

 
Tiananmen Square


· 1989 – violent crush of student protestors

· Flagrant abuse of human right

· Made little difference to China

· Worldwide condemnation but no isolation or sanctions
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Stalin and Mao 1945-1953
· Key difference between USSR and Chinese Communists was ideology

· Stalin felt that Mao's interpretation of Marxism, using peasants as the basis for revolution, could not be genuine revolutionary Marxism, which should feature workers leading an urban-based class war

· Stalin didn't support the CCP in the war because he:

· Feared Mao as a rival for the leadership of the Communist world 

· Did not want the Cold War in Asia

· Knew that Jiang's GMD would recognize Soviet claims to the disputed border territory in Manchuria and Xinjiang

· Underestimated the CCP and believed that the GMD were stronger

· Mao was convinced that Stalin wanted a divided and weak China

· Thought Stalin was rooted in self-interest rather than true revolutionary doctrine

Sino-Soviet Treaty of Alliance, 1950
· Mao was invited to visit Moscow in 1950

· First treaty between the two countries

· $300 million in loans, China had to pay interest

· USSR became more enthusiastic about the CCP

· Soviet press poured praise and admiration on Mao

· Mao "This was the result of a struggle. Stalin didi not wish to sign the treaty; he finally signed it after two months of negotiating"

· US 'Moscow making puppets out of the Chinese'

· Chinese were offended by the 'unfriendly' treatment

· Soviets had been superior in their dealings with PRC officials and not put on entertainment

· Mao thought the accommodation was poor

· Khrushchev later said 'It was an insult to the Chinese people. For centuries the French, English, and Americans had been exploiting China, and now the Soviet Union was moving in'

· Soviet aid would be loans that the Chinese would have to repay with interest

· Soviet planners developed 200 Chinese construction projects in the 1950's 

· Traditional buildings were pulled down for Soviet-style construction

· Soviet scientific technology was prioritized over Western technology in China

· PRC accepted that the Soviet military assistance was necessary (until they had nuclear weapons)

Korean War
· Stalin encouraged the PRC to send troops into Korea

· The Soviets gave material assistance to the one million Chinese troops in battle

· Mao complained bitterly when the Soviets demanded that China pay for the weapons

· "The cost of Stalin's 'trust' was high: China sent a million volunteers to intervene in the Korean War and had to pay the entire $1.35 billion for the Soviet equipment and supplies necessary for the venture, and Mao lost a son in the war" - Immanuel Hsu, Rise of Modern China

· Mao claimed Stalin wanted the war to last so that China were weaker

​Death of Stalin and aftermath
· Mao had respect for Stalin but didn't trust him

· When Stalin died in 1953 relations might improve

· Michael Lynch referred to it as a "honeymoon period"

· New Soviet leaders were more willing to supply loans and tech to China

· They tried to make the treaties more equal

Mao, Khrushchev and the split
· 3 issues undermined the easing tensions

· 24 Feb 1956 - Khrushchev's 'Secret Speech' which attacked Stalin's crimes and included comments about his 'cult of personality' which Mao saw as an attack on his own leadership

· The crushing of the Hungarian uprising in 1956 - seen as Soviet problems

· Khrushchev's doctrine of 'peaceful co-existence' could only be achieved by means other than armed struggle

· Mao considered this a clear departure from Marxist doctrine

· Now governed by 'Revisionists' or those straying from Marxism

Conference of Communist Parties, 1957
· Second and final time Mao would leave China

· He hoped Yugoslavian leader Joseph Tito would be in attendance but he wasn't

· Mao  called on USSR to abandon revisionism

· Declared that international revolution couldn't happen with support from the 'enemies'

· Chinese chief spokesperson was Deng Xiaoping

· He was exceptional at putting forward the PRC's ideological stance and was embarrassing for the Soviets

· Chinese believed he had out-argued the leading Soviet Mikhail Suslov

· Platform to present the PRC as the leaders of international revolutionary Comunism

Khrushchev's Beijing Visit, 1958
· He attempted to ease growing tension 

· Right from the start things didn't go well

· Mao went out of his way to make Khrushchev uncomfortable

· Height of summer heat in Beijing and Khrushchev's hotel had no air-con

· Mao arranged one round of talks around the swimming pool, Khrushchev hated swimming

· Deng attacked Soviet policy

· USSR proposed to share submarines and radio stations

· Mao thought that it meant the USSR would control the Chinese army

Taiwan 1958
· Key issue of PRC's nationalist enemies in Taiwan wasn't resolved

· Wanted reunification and was furious about US support

· PRC  had bombarded islands off Taiwan in 1950's

· But were deterred by US

· US 7th fleet was sent to deal with it

· Mao decided to test US resolve again

· Ordered a build-up of troops in the region

· US responded by preparing for war

· Mao didn't attack due to lack of Soviet support

· Khrushchev said he wasn't prepared to go to war with the US

· Accused Mao of being 'Trotskyist'

· Shows Soviets that Mao is crazy

· 1959 - USSR withdrew all its technical and scientific advisors from China

· Soviets Denounce Great Leap Forward
· ​1959 – Soviets called the rapid industrial change ‘faulty in design and erroneous in practise’

· Mao was furious at the criticism

· Made when PRC Chief of Staff, Marshal Peng, gave information to the Soviets

· Purged in the Lushan Conference

· Soviets denounced Mao

· Mao was determined to strike back at USSR

 Albania
· China got its opportunity to attack the USSR

· Supported a ‘dissenting Communist state’ through Albania

· 1961, USSR withdrew aid to Albania

· Khrushchev attacked it for ‘Stalinist’ docrintes and backward ways

· PRC offered to replace Soviet money

· Led to the severance of diplomatic relations between the Soviets and Chinese

· Khrushchev – ‘redundant old boot’

· Mao – ‘Asian Hitler’


1961 End of Relations
· Zhou Enlai walked-out of the Communist Congress

· Khrushchev had attacked Albania's leader 

· Ended relations

 
Sino-Indian War, 1962
· Indian war raised tensions further

· 1950 – PRC invaded Tibet

· Continuous brutality of the PRC aroused international condemnation

· Suggested Mao wanted war for a long time

· China didn’t recognise British colonial boundaries

· Mao demanded negotiations between the two

· Indian didn’t believe there was anything to negotiate about

· By May 1962 China was preparing for war

· 10th October 1962 war erupted

· India allowed US U-2’s to fly over China

· Soviets were ‘neutral’ but supplied India with arms

· War ended on the 20th November 1962

· PRC had emerged victorius but US has spy information

 
Cuban Missile Crisis 1962
· New depths of division during Cuban missile crisis

· Mao was openly discouraging about Khrushchev’s handling

· Mao claimed USSR’s lack of commitment to the revolutionary cause

· Mao attacked

· The placement of detectable missiles

· The backing down - "capitulationism"

· Negavite impact it would have on the struggle against the US

· Immanuel Hsu “Mao considered Khrushchev a coward”

 
Nuclear Weapons
· Dispute over military powers

· 1957 – seemed USSR had advantage after Sputnik

· Mao saw this as a tool to engage the US in brinkmanship

· Mao didn’t fear nuclear war

· Khrushchev had very different views

· Wanted to use it to convince the US towards peaceful co-existance

· Test-Ban Treaty of 1963

· Mao viewed this as the USSR abondoning its role as revolutionary leader

· Khrushchev accused the Chinese of wanting to see the USSR and US destory each other

· China wanted nuclear technology

· Development of it’s own nuclear weapons was a huge breakthrough

· Demonstrated that China didn’t need Soviet support

 
PRC and Leonid Brezhnev, 1968-1982
 
Invasion of Czechoslovakia, 1968
· Brezhnev doctrine wanted to maintain order in Eastern Europe

· Czechoslovakia tried to gain some independence  but were crushed by Russian tanks

· Undermined USSR’s standing with other Communist states

· Mao condemned the use of force

· Worried that they might turn of China

· Violent clashes along mutual border

· PRC denounced Sovites as ‘imperialists’

· 1962 – new levels were reached, both sides increased troop presence

· 1969 – frontier dispute erupted into proper war

· According to the Chinese, Soviets had violated the border 4189 times up to 1969

· 2 March 1969 fighting erupted

· By August there was the possibility of all out war

· Danger of the conflict turning nuclear

· Mao feared a Soviet invasion and nuclear strikes

· Order tunnels to be dug and supplies kept

 
Vietnam
· PRC provided moral and diplomatic support to Ho Chi Minh

· Attacked ‘naked US imperialism’

· Struggle between USSR and China to win Vietnamese Communists into their side of ideological split

· China accused the USSR of being in league with the US

· PRC refused to allow Soviets to use Chinese airstrips

· USSR continued supplies and arms throughout the war

· 1978 – Soviet-Vietnamese Treaty of Peace and Friendship

 
Cambodia and Vietnam
· Chinese attempted to form closer ties to Cambodia

· Cambodia became Communist in 1975 under Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge

· Pol Pot’s regime was modelled on Maoism

· 2.5 million died but Pot was hailed as a hero

· Vietnam invaded Cambodia in 1978

· Aim was a regime change

· Pol Pot appealed to the UN

· Claimed it was Soviet expansionism

· China invaded Vietnam in 1979

· Wanted to draw forces out of Cambodia

· Soviets increased backing for Vietnam

· Both sides claimed it was on ‘humanitarian grounds’

· Vietnam won the war, PRC claimed success

· Major setback for PRC

 
1982-2000
· Relaxation of tensions

· Mao’s death in 1976

· Overthrow of the anti-Soviet Gang for Four

· Deng Xiaoping ‘s more tolerant line in relation to the Soviets

· Brezhnev’s death in 1982

· Issues over:

· Soviet invasion of Afghanistan

· Soviet troops on the border with China

· Soviet support for Vietnam in Cambodia

 
Gorbachev and Deng
· Gorbachev came to power in 1985

· Gorbachev was desperate to improve relations

· 1986 – new trade agreements

· 1988 – cultural exchange agreement

· 1989 – Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan improved relations

 
Tiananmen Square 1989
· PRC destroying protestors highlighted the differences

· Gorbachev began to dismantle Stalin’s legacy

· Deng brough economic reform

· Students wanted democracy

· Proteseted befor Gorbachev’s visit

· 20th May, martial law was declared

· “Tell the UN, tell the world what has happened in China. Tell them that the Chinese government is killing Chinese people”

 
Fall of Soviet Union
· When Gorbachev’s reform brought his downfall, looked like Deng was right to crush rebellion

· New political freedoms brought the collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe

· PRC was new dominant power
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The Refugee Problem
· In 1952 both sides sealed their borders

· However the border between East and West Berlin remained open

· West Berlin developed rapidly with high standards of living and freedom

· East Germany had the opposite, lack of jobs, poor wages, no consumer goods and no freedom

· Between 1949-1961 2.7 million people escaped to West Berlin 

· Most were highly skilled doctors, engineers, managers and scientists

Khrushchev's First Ultimatum
· November 1958 he declared that the whole of Berlin officially belonged to East Germany

· Demanded that the US withdrew it's troops and Berlin be a 'free city' ran by the East Germans

· Eisenhower refused but didn't want war

· Led to the Geneva and Camp David meetings of 1959,

The U2 Incident - May 1960
· USSR shot down a US spy plane over Russia

· Gary Powers was captured

· Exposed America's spying programme to the world

· Strengthened Khruschev's negotiating position 

· 1960 Paris Conference on Berlin was doomed to fail 

· Khrushchev walked out after Eisenhower refused to the punish the leaders of the U2 programme

Khrushchev's Second Ultimatum
· Vienna Conference of 1961

· Wanted to test JFK 

· 'Withdraw US troops from Berlin within 6 months or declare war'

· JFK refused and committed a further $3.2 billion on defence spending and $207 million on nuclear defence shelters

· Khrushchev ended up backing down

The Berlin War
· The refugee problem became a major issue for Walter Ulbricht, East German president

· Khrushchev said build a wall to solve the problem

· 12th of August 1961 --> East German troops erected a barbed wire fence around West Berlin and overtime a brick wall was built

Berlin Wall Consequences
· Tensions reduced - with the solving of the refugee problem, tensions decreased,

· Propaganda Win for USSR - allowed Khrushchev to avoid war whilst being strong

· Propaganda Win for US - Kennedy visited West Berlin in 1963,  "Ich bin ein Berliner" was a major moment
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​The end of the second world war marked the beginning of a new war for the United States of American and the Soviet Union. This war, was fought in two major battlegrounds, Europe and Asia. This essay will be evaluating whether containment, the policy adopted by the US government in Asia, was a success or failure.
 
The Vietnam War is the most controversial war of the 20th century. For the second time in a decade, the United States government sent troops into an Asian country to prevent the spread of communism. Their policy of containment, the prevention of the spread of communism, in this case, was a spectacular disaster. Not only did they lose the war, they lost all public support and gained negative global attention. The American withdrawal from Vietnam led to the formation of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. A communist government had control. When the American troops had arrived in Vietnam in 1963, their sole purpose was to prevent that happening. However, when competing against a fanatical, ruthless, and dangerous opposition, their theory of ‘clearing out communism’ came crashing down. Containment failed in its practical sense. But that wasn’t the only issue. The loss of life, and embarrassing defeat, led the American public to question whether it was any of their business to be involved in political manouvres in Asia. Futhermore, by trying to destroy communism in Vietnam, they had inadvertently lost themselves support within the country itself. Vietnamese people, who had spent the last century under French rule, weren’t exactly supportive of another foreign army arriving to tell them which political structure they should have whilst simultaneously using napalm on their citizens. This case study, really was the lowest of the low for the American foreign policy of containment.
 
That’s not to say that the policy didn’t work in some countries. In Japan for example, they managed to not only prevent the spread of communism, but turn the country into a powerful ally against communism. Originally, after world war two Japan would be demilitarized, weakened and rebuilt as a pacifist, democratic country. However, with such a huge communist threat within Asia, they adapted policy and thought that it would be more beneficial for Japan to be re-strengthened as soon as possible. By reducing the power of the trade unions, and increasing the power of the Zaibatsu (Japan’s elite businessmen and companies), Japan rapidly rose from the ashes to become a power again. This encouraged democracy within Japan, success always breeds content, and allowed the US to have another military force to back them up within Asia. A defense force of around 75,000 Japanese was formed and the US were allowed to have military bases within Japan. Most historians argue that this is the perfect case of contianment being succesful, communism was prevented from spreading, and the US had a new military platform. By definition, they are right.
 
However, on a moral basis, is it truly correct for the (self-appointed) leader of the ‘free’ world to be forcing countries down a political route, and using force to remove opposition? Some historians, including this historian, would argue that the US policy of containment was a permanent failure because it went against their morale values, intial ideas and was actually never used. The policy of containment was actually  just the policy of shoving democracy down the throats of countries, no matter what their electorate thought. Containment wasn’t the prevention of the spread of communism, it was the process of spreading democracy. Whether this was what they planned all along, or simply the way it turned out, the United States government never truly stuck to their policy of containment because what they were doing wasn’t containment, it was the exact opposite.  Containment was a failure in every case study and every example because it was never actaully containment.
 
Take the Japan case study. The whole basis of it being a ‘success’ can be undermined by the fact that in the early 1950’s, the US launched a ‘red purge’ in Japan removing all communists from government and trade union positions. That isn’t containing the political threat, that is removing the political threat. A containment policy incinuates a certain stillness and prevention rather than pro-active removal. Korea is another perfect example. No historian would argue that the US wasn’t right to defend one of it’s allies under attack. However, once they had returned South Korea to its original states, if they were following their policy, they would have stopped there. But they decided to invade North Korea and drive communism out of the country. Once again, this highlights the fact that the policy wasn’t a success because it was never enforced. It was ignored. The only country which actually employed a containment tactic was China. They re-invaded North Korea, returned the country back to its original border, and stopped there. This historian would argue that the Chinese use of a containment tactic was a success (even if they never called the policy that), and that no other country used containment within Asia.
 
To conclude this historian would argue that the policy of containment was flawed from the start. To actively go to a foreign continent and try to enforce a way of rule is disgraceful. If the US stuck to its true moral guidline and values of the free world, they would never force democracy upon another nation. They would encourage an initial election of some sort to determine which ruling system worked best and allow that decision to stand. They wouldn’t remove a certain party from power (like they did in Japan, Korea and tried to do in Vietnam), and they wouldn’t go to war due to one way of ruling being more popular than theirs. Furthermore, this historian would argue that containment can never work in principle in any situation, however that is a separate topic all together. Containment was doomed from the start because in principle it was an immoral and impractical idea. In every case across Asia it was a failure because it was never containment,  and even when it wasn’t containment (in its true form), it still didn’t work.
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Hollywood Ten
· House Un-American Activities (HUAC) began to look into communism in the film industry

· Fear that films were being used to get across the communist message

· Ten writers and directors had to testify that they weren’t member of the communist party

· They refused to answer, citing the 5th amendment

· The result was jail due to contempt of congress

· The Hollywood Ten were sacked and spent a year in prison

House Un-American Activities Committe
· House Un-American Activities (HUAC)

· Created in 1938

· Designed to look into anyone who was supporting Communism or disloyal

Alger Hiss
· Whittaker Chambers, an editor of Time magazine and former communist

· Informed HUAC that Alger Hiss was a spy

· Hiss worked for a Supreme Court judge, was at Yalta with Roosevelt and in 1948 worked for a peace organization

· Hiss was interrogated and discredited by Richard Nixon

· No evidence of him being a spy

· Later in 1948 Nixon and an assistant were invited to Chamber’s farm

· At the farm, Chambers took Nixon to a pumpkin patch

· Opened a pumpkin and took out a roll of microfilm

· It contained government documents, which had been copied on Hiss’s typewriter

· ‘Pumpkin Papers’

· Hiss was tried for perjury and sentence to 5 years in jail

· Nixon became known as a relentless pursuer of communism

Rosenbergs
· August 1949: Soviet’s explode first atomic bomb

· Some American’s believed that spies had helped them

· That month, Julius Rosenberg was arrested on suspicion of spying

· His wife Ethel was also arrested

· The couple had been members of the Communist party but not in 1949

· Both were found guilty and sentenced to death

· Executed in June 1953

Role of the FBI
· J. Edgar Hoover was a huge anti-communist and FBI chief

· Driving influence by FELP

· Wanted to check if workers were communist

The McCarran Act
· September 1950

· Right after the Rosenberg case and at the height of the Hiss case

· The Communist Party had to register with the justice department to ensure that the party and it’s members could be monitored

· In the event of war, suspected Communist’s could be held in detention camps

· A Subversive Activities Control Board was set up to watch Communist’s in the USA

· Communist’s were not allowed to work in armament factories

Why was McCarthy finally discredited?
· He was going too far 

· Accusing to many people

· Began to be discredited in the Army-McCarthy inquest

What is the message of this cartoon regarding the impact of McCarthyism on American society?
· They were imploding 

· They were attacking themselves by being so scared of Communism

Key Phrases from NSC-68
· "Immediate and large scale build-up  in our military and general strength" 

· "Induce a change in the nature of the socialist system"

· "US... can strike out on a bold and massive programme of rebuilding the West's defensive potential"

· "Potential to surpass that of the Soviet world"

· "Abandonment by the US of trying to distinguish between national and global security"

· "Security must be henceforth"

· "$50 billion"

Why did the US policy of containment spread to Asia in 1949?
· NK invasion of South Korea

· Didn't want to invade China or NK

· Felt that containment was the only solution 

· But had a duty to protect it's citizens

What similarities and what differences are there in the way in which Germany and Korea each became divided?
· Korea was a more natural process --> never had an organised decision to split it

· Korea was only split into two parts / Germany was split into more

· Korea was more actively hostile / Germany was accepted to be divided

Korea War was a 'comedy of errors' according to John Lewis Gaddis, discuss the misconceptions
· Stalin -  approved the war, never sent any troops in, viewed it as an opportunity to spread Communism even further but underestimated the US reaction

· Mao - Gave the invasion the go-ahead because Kim persuaded that Stalin was more enthusiastic than he actually was, he needed Taiwan approval at the same time, Mao didn't pay enough attention to what the NK's were doing, 

· Truman - Didn't anticipate the NK invasion, then pushed too far into the North which encouraged China to join the war

0 Comments
What were the causes and effects of the Cold War in Asia?
10/8/2015

 

What was the Korean War?
· 25th June 1950

· 90,000 North Korean's invaded South Korea

· Debate over the future of US foreign policy was raging

· Truman thought failure to take action would undermine the governments credibility

· US sent aid to South Korea

· Called on the UN to take military action

· 27th June 1950 - UN mission resolution to take action was passed

· Rare occasion where the Security Council voted unanimously

· USSR was boycotting the Security Council over the US not recognising China

· 1st July 1950 - Troops from 15 nations arrive under General MacArthur's leadership

· NSC-68 was agreed with and military budget expanded

· Cold War had now gone global

The Korean War - What happened?
· Started as a war of movement in its first year

· After that it was a stalemate until 1953 when it ended

· NK first push captured the whole island other than a city called Pusan in the South-East

· MacArthur launched an amphibious assault in Inchon

· Within a month he had recaptured Seoul and driven NK back past the 38th parallel

· Decided on a 'rollback' policy

· Wanted to unify Korea

· Pyongyang was captured by October

· Chinese then invaded at the Yalu River

· 27th November 1950 - 200,000 Chinese and 150,000 NK's countered

· By December all of North Korea had been recaptured

· Heavy UN losses

· Led to a 2 year stalemate

· Truman wanted containment, MacArthur wanted to drop the atomic bomb

· MacArthur was sacked

· July 1953 - Peace Treaty was signed in Panmunjon

Causes: Failure to unite Korea after WW2
· December 1945 - Council of Foreign Ministers Moscow Conference - USA and USSR agree that a provisional government should run Korea, eventually leading to independence

· Independence never happened

· As the relationship deteriorated, they became less willing to co-operate

· Despite Moscow Agreement, governments developed on both sides

· South - US appointed Syngman Rhee an anti-communist 

· USSR appointed Kim Il Sung

· Both wanted to end the division but had very different ideas

· Korea was officially divided in 1947

· Americans persuaded UN to supervise Korean elections

· Refused entry in the North

· Republic of Korea in the South, it was undemocratic and anti-communist but recognised by the UN

· Democrat People's Republic of Korea was founded by Kim Il Sung in September 1948

·  Recognised by the Communist Bloc

· Each claimed to represent the whole of Korea and wanted unification

Causes: The Role of the USA
· With the division, both sides began to withdraw troops

· Soviets left in 1948, Americans in mid-1949

· Dean Acheson's 'Perimeter' speech in January 1950 - US won't commit troops to mainland Asia

· Power vacuum in Korea --> hostilities developed

· US withdrawal presented Kim Il Sung with an opportunity

Causes: Role of Kim Il Sung
· Kim constantly tried to persuade Stalin to allow him to attack the South

· Eventually agreed

· Stalin wasn't to blame for the war

· But his support was significant in the North's decision making

Causes: Role of Stalin
· Eventually supported plans for war in 1950

· More hopeful of winning

· CCP victory in China and USSR had it's first atomic-bomb

· More powerful than before

· Development of anti-communist Japan threatened control in the region

· Successful invasion of Korea was a tempting influence to increase his influence in Asia

Causes: Role of Mao Zedong
· Kim Il Sung had the support of China

· But Mao was initially sceptical of the invasion

· Kim persuaded Mao that we was more enthusiastic than he actually was

· Mao was keen to get Stalin's support as he planned to attack Taiwan

· Mao gave his approval to invade the South

Effects: on the USA
· Heightened US fears of further Soviet aggression

· NSC-68 proposal to triple the defence budget was approved

· US land forces in Europe were strengthened

· NATO added Greece, Turkey and West Germany as members

· Catalyst 

· Treaty of San Francisco in 1952 - allowed them to build military bases in Japan and the US began to improve the Japanese economy

· Continued its support for Chiang Kai-shek in Taiwan

· Isolated China

· South-East Asia Treaty Organisation (SEATO) - Anti-communist containment bloc

· Thailand, Philippines, Pakistan, USA, UK, France, Australia and New Zealand

Effects: on Korea
· 300,000 civilian deaths

· Property damage was huge

· Permanently divided 

· 38th Parallel became a heavily defended frontier

· South Korea is a successful and democratic nation

Effects: China
· China's reputation grew after the war

· They had pushed back the US forces

· Increased Mao Zedong's reputation

· Consolidated the Communist revolution in China

· Stalins reluctance to support China led to a division between the two powers

· Mao's aim of unifying China and Taiwan became harder as the US was now defending Taiwan

Effects: USSR
· No direct involvement but gave tacit consent for the invasion

· Outcome damaged Soviet interests

· US's decision to triple military spending, rearm West Germany, maintain troops in Europe and contain Communism in Asia

· Stretched Soviet commitments across the world --> harmed the economy

Effects: South-East Asia
· Korean War was an attempt by the US to contain Communism in Asia

· Asia was a new battleground of the Cold War

· Nationalist movements in Philippines, Malaysia, Cambodia and Vietnam sought independence from colonialism

· Some movements were Communist --> relied on support from Russia and China

· US policies constantly confused these national communist groups as being allied with Moscow

· Eventually led to their involvement in Vietnam
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US Foreign Policy 1949-50
· By May 1949, Berlin Blockade had been defeated

· West Germany (FRG) had been created

· NATO had been formed

· USA was confident that Communism had been contained in Europe

· Collective security (we consider an attack on one of our members, an attack on all of our members)

· Autumn 1949 - China fell to Communism and USSR developed it's first atomic bomb

· Cold War has gone global

· US had become weaker

USSR's First Atomic Bomb
· August 1949 - first bomb was created

· Shattered US and NATO security

· US was taken by surprise at how quickly it had been developed

· USA's nuclear monopoly was now at an end

· New balance of power emerged

China Falls to Communism
· In October 1949 -  PRC was formed in China

· During Chinese Civil War (1945-49) the USA had supported Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist government

· Debate raged in America why China had fell

· Truman was criticised and blamed him for not 'saving' China

· White Paper was published by Dean Acheson

· It stated that the US couldn't have altered the outcome of the civil war

· Blamed defeat on Chiang Kai-shek

· Nationalist Collapse rather than Communist Victory

· Many in US blamed Truman for not doing enough

· Put pressure on Truman to deal with Communism stronger

Red Scare
· Growing fear of Soviet power in 1950

· Anti-communist fear

· Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin alleged that the USSR was putting spies in the US

· Witch-hunts and purges

· People were accused of 'un-American behaviour', were executed

· McCarthy began to accuse everyone of being Communist

· Including members of the Army and State Department

· February 1950 - Dean Acheson was forced to publicly reconsider his White Paper

· Now claiming that China under Mao was completely in league with the USSR

· State Department advisors who criticised KMT were sacked

· This pressure made him unable to recognise the legitimacy of the new Chinese government

NSC-68 - Total Commitment
· 1950 --> NSC-68 was a report by the US National Security Council

· Key document

· Warned that all Communist activity everywhere could be traced back to Moscow

· Growing strength of USSR

· Represented a 'monolithic' view of Communism - it was all controlled by Moscow

· Encouraged to attack Communism anywhere in the world

· 'indefinite period of tension and danger'

· Increase military spending by $35-50 billion

· Hugely significant as it encouraged military and economic aid to be given to any country resisting Communism (anywhere in the world)

· No longer containment --> agression

· Revisionists claim the document rested in false premises and it was an excuse for US expansionism

· Taxpayer would have to raise huge amounts of money

· William S. Taubman argues that Dean Acheson deliberately overstated the case to persuade the US public to agree to the increase in spending 

· Facing election, Truman couldn't be 'soft' on Communism

· Truman was in no rush to confront Asian communism

· Wanted containment on a global scale

· 25th of June 1950 - Communist North Korea invaded South Korea

· Cold War had spread to Asia

Containment in Asia

· 'Domino Theory' - if one country becomes Communist, then the next one will be Communist until they rule the world

· North Korean attack was seen as Russian expansionism

· Korean War backed-up the NSC-68

· US responded containment

· Domestic Pressure, worked in Europe, China was allies with Russia, Communism was seen as 'monolithic', Korean War

