Why was there a crisis over Berlin in 1961? 

The Refugee Problem
· In 1952 both sides sealed their borders

· However the border between East and West Berlin remained open

· West Berlin developed rapidly with high standards of living and freedom

· East Germany had the opposite, lack of jobs, poor wages, no consumer goods and no freedom

· Between 1949-1961 2.7 million people escaped to West Berlin 

· Most were highly skilled doctors, engineers, managers and scientists

Khrushchev's First Ultimatum
· November 1958 he declared that the whole of Berlin officially belonged to East Germany

· Demanded that the US withdrew it's troops and Berlin be a 'free city' ran by the East Germans

· Eisenhower refused but didn't want war

· Led to the Geneva and Camp David meetings of 1959,

The U2 Incident - May 1960
· USSR shot down a US spy plane over Russia

· Gary Powers was captured

· Exposed America's spying programme to the world

· Strengthened Khruschev's negotiating position 

· 1960 Paris Conference on Berlin was doomed to fail 

· Khrushchev walked out after Eisenhower refused to the punish the leaders of the U2 programme

Khrushchev's Second Ultimatum
· Vienna Conference of 1961

· Wanted to test JFK 

· 'Withdraw US troops from Berlin within 6 months or declare war'

· JFK refused and committed a further $3.2 billion on defence spending and $207 million on nuclear defence shelters

· Khrushchev ended up backing down

The Berlin War
· The refugee problem became a major issue for Walter Ulbricht, East German president

· Khrushchev said build a wall to solve the problem

· 12th of August 1961 --> East German troops erected a barbed wire fence around West Berlin and overtime a brick wall was built

Berlin Wall Consequences
· Tensions reduced - with the solving of the refugee problem, tensions decreased,

· Propaganda Win for USSR - allowed Khrushchev to avoid war whilst being strong

· Propaganda Win for US - Kennedy visited West Berlin in 1963,  "Ich bin ein Berliner" was a major moment

