The Impact of Leaders: Comparing Harry S. Truman and Joseph Stalin
Using your textbook, further reading and the internet, complete this comparison chart for the two leaders:

	
	Harry S. Truman, USA, 1945-53
	Joseph Stalin, USSR, 1929-53

	What were their main foreign policies?


	
	

	What key events did they participate in?
	
	

	Successes?
	
	

	Failures?
	
	

	What was their overall impact on the development of the Cold War?
	
	

	Comparisons – how were they similar?
	
	

	Contrasts – how were they different?
	
	

	Historiography – What are the views of historians on these leaders? (Try to find at least two contrasting views for each)
	
	


Lesson Objectives
​To compare and contrast the roles of Truman and Stalin on the course and development of the Cold War between 1945 and 1953

Lesson Tasks. Carry out further research and reading to complete your tables with historiography on each leader.​

Further Reading
· Bilsland, James. (2015). The President, the State and the Cold War: Comparing the foreign policies of Truman and Reagan -Chapters 2 and 3
· Ferrell, Robert. (2006). Harry S. Truman and the Cold War Revisionists​​
· Margolies, Daniel. (2012). A Companion to Harry S. Truman
· Spalding, Elizabeth. (2006). The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking of Liberal Internationalism​​​
· Mastny, Vojtech. (1996). The Cold War and Soviet Insecurity: The Stalin Years​
· Zubok, Vladislav. (2007). A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to Gorbachev​
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cIS-acV14Oc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpYCplyBknI
